'ﬂh Niches mm Wiﬂ'lmculdmncgoalofrunoving

f €COPIMY :gdmcmng them, creating an intimate
the ennis Onship betwecn the exploited territory and
ton I Y O.f the colonizers. And a colony of exploita-
: distinguished from other forms as colonies of

colonizers.

aphy. The emphasic ¢£ thiose introductory chapters in
anerican history texts have always speculated about the
ccidental or incidental death of the Antillean Indian,
naking a case that neglects knowingly the context of the
xploitive action of the Europeans. The message has been
~at the indigenous peoples died of nothing. Ihad the
jrtune to have come across, fifteen years ago, in the
seneral Archive of Indians, in Seville, with the most
rtensive documentation of the mineral extraction process
a the island of Puerto Rico, during the first fifteen years

storians. nwasprdaablemmepﬂnmyﬂnofﬂn
DUESt alive: that the colonization was for religious
odvaﬂom:dmﬂnlslandsmmmdmof
xyﬂzjofwlm.andmatunabodglmlpwplcdisap-
«ared for reasens that the colonizer could not'control.
+om these myths emanare all of the colonial justification.

ae inferiority of the colonized begins with the
ferlorization of their lands. That strategic commodity,

Indians and Africans of that period.
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gold, then dictated the guidelines of the first stages of
overseas expansion and was hidden just as today, the
strategic commodity, oil, is hidden as the capitalist world
makes its moves toward the Persian Gulf.

The contribution of Antillean captial to that Europe
which was out on the
periphery and in need
during th2 time of
Columbus is a theme
that will require more
serious investigation.
Hawever, the history of
Europe’s move toward
the control of America
beginning at that ime
along with the inventory
of the shipmeants of gold
that for decades wexe

exported, assure us that
its histordc role as

wealth producing lands
was not amyth. We

have calculated that
between 1503 2=di1530,

the islands: Hispaniola,

Puerto Rico and Cuba,
in that crder of importance, produced some 500 million
dollars, valued according to the London Market quote for
gold in 1987. And the value of this prodigious wealth was
clearly greater than that which was in circulation in an Old

Worid that lacked metal, and was greedy for its circula-
tion. We are speaking of what economists define as
originating capital accumulation, a process which allowed
Europe t0 continue to extract and accurmulate at its bosom
so that it could make its modermnist transformation.
~ Later came sugar. Around the middle of the 1(th
century, Hispaniola and Puerto Rlco were the first sugar
colonies of the Americas. Sugar turns into gold when it
arrives at the old continent and into slaves when it gets o
Africa, sO as to perpetuate itself as the sap that runs
through the veins of the new intemational order which it
consttutes. s

Therefore, as we place ourselves into the context of
that history, we can understand very well why the Indians
died, why Africans were wrested from thir lands, why the
Europeans, became the masters of the lands which were
not theirs, and why we continue as the inhexitors of the

e

*Translated and adapied from the pamphlet “500 Aos ds
Encuentro o Resistaxcia®, published by CASEP, Puerto Rico,

December, 1991.
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