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The Dawning of the Gay Rights Movement: Warren Allen Smith

Warren Allen Smith grew up in lowa and was drafied into the US Army
Afier his service in the European theater of the war, he earned his MA in E
Columbia University, and. then taught at the Bentley School in New York and New
Canaan High Sehoolin Connecticus. Wish bis partmer o fory years Fernando Virges
Y elio anaged a recording studio, Variety Recording. Here he desribe his participa-
on in the Stonewall Riots of 1969 and the event’s significance for the gy rig
e Amang other activities, for five years Smith led the annial Gy ‘Parade in !

in 1942.

York. Siliana Dimkova inservicwed Smith on December 22, 2003, in New York, for
the American Century Project of St Andrews Episcopal School
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Sonewall Veterans our first problem was how do you know that somebody was a
seeeran? S0 the first thing I did was interview them and I put it on the Web, and
{found that some people had been at the Stonewall before thar particular week
hw’c there that week...
is that the idea of humans being capable of differ-
ression has now gone around the world... So there will
what, it’s just a biological factor. Whether or not they
ing else. But that's where Stonewall is important in that
are enough people who have made the point that
distince possibility.









