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Migrations

When we think of migration, we tend to think first of immigrati

on to the United

or event in te \

States from other countries. Immigration was certainly a maj L
period 1900-1920, as nearly 15 million people, most of them from Euro.Pc' \‘b‘-‘l‘;x, & iy
entered the United States at a rate nearly twice that of 1880-1900. [mmigratio® ‘t‘""a "
from Japan and China made up less than one percent of the total, but neverth® ““\\’0';%‘"5 .
less c.reated a backlash culminating first in the 1882 Chinese Exclusion A2 ““k“"‘l Y
the.n in the 1917 Immigration Act creating the Asiatic Barred 7Zone that SPP° '\‘:‘*‘\. ",..’
all immigration from Asia to the United States. )»; i N
Within the United States, migration to the West continued as Pwple "Nere \g\*‘ ‘zi?"“
lured by the Homestead Act to settle on marginal lands, often to face i §a:'-"}";."’1

o 1320’ defeated by drought and falling crop prices. Another migrado® '\'. L
noticed outside the South, was just beginning. Conditions such as thos® i AR
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Downing describee G
by northern factories, led to the beginnings of what has become known as the

' Great Migration,
South to northern cities by 1940.

“that is echoed by M. Fritz Kelly's desire for freedom within America. Do not,

1900-1920 / 53

scribed in the rural South, combined with active labor recruitment

the exodus of nearly two million African Americans from the

Questions 10 Consider: The first interview with Dora Rosenzweig combines
immigration from Europe with her later experience of migration to Montana.
The second interview is with M. Kelly Fritz, an early exemplar of the Great
Migration in Detroit.

Dora Rosenzweig’s story is one that traces the experience of an immigrant
who wished to take full advantage of opportunity in America, a sentiment
however, see these as easy journeys: notice the violence in both accounts, in
Chicago strikes and race riots in Detroit.

Notice also that both of these oral histories first appeared in books, and
were probably edited for publication. In that way they are different from
most of the other selections in this section, which are actual transcripts of

interviews.
1. Based on these interviews, what seem to be the differences berween immi-
gration to and migration within the United States? How significant are

these differences?
2. Compare these published oral histories with some of the verbatim oral
history transcripts in this volume. What seem to be the major differences?
How do they affect your understanding of the interview?

Source

From Russia to Chicago'and Montana: Dora Rosenzweig
Y 5





image3.jpeg
ried to talk him outof I
ou get full process on tug
So they told him afered
ad, it was the union {hat bl

ard of 100 especily ;m
l" machincs’“‘d' Iy
I lnS . fagamstl}!

!

1945-1965 / 123

Secretat)l
Were [p?57

&f_ﬁ?g}z’erst
%.

(Father
ki

of guysgs

Charlg
a coup delegates

to the (/NSO nk i or*49. Hegwa ff@c

her? E
npany] always %
" The fight we'had with the co

fight we had Wich the company. Jeez, it waSHierce.

; 5 Z Migrations

;r:s’:ri:;iitions .within 'the United States .Sct in %

Mo ;nd industrial expansion contlflued after Wor e i

South, py, o 'Iura_l places to cities. African Amerlf:ansdan S A

Ort}; erto Ricans, and Mexican Americans contmue‘ to be P e
and the West, The Great Migration altered the racial makeup OF GHE»

motion by 19208 immigration
\War 1. Many peo-





image4.jpeg
124/ SPEAKING HISTORY

many whites began leaving cer.m'al f:ities for.new suburbs. The Sunbe
stretching from Florida to California—and its sprawling nevw it
also attracted new industries and migrants. \X/i-th all of these differep.
of people, the postwar era became characterized by geographic a
nomic and social mobility.

Native Americans made up another internal migration in o
States. After conquest in the nineteenth century, the U.S, Soves
sought to assimilate Native Americans into the dominant culture thmugh a
variety of policies, including land allotments and boarding schools, 1, 5
1950s, the federal government initiated a “termination” policy to end it 5
tionship with Indian tribes and make them assume all responsibilities of full
citizenship. During this period the government terminated over 100 tribes,
including the wealthy Menominee of Wisconsin and Klamath of G
It also encouraged American Indians to leave their reservation homelands
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for jobs and new lives in urban areas. The lack of economic opportunities
on reservations also compelled many Native peoples to migrate. However,
instead of ending their tribal identification as Sioux or Navajo or Shoshone,
a new urban pan-Indianism developed, which fostered the development of an

P Aistant

Indian rights movement that in the 1960s and 1970s demanded a return to fjm%)ﬂ“{” X
it
tribal sovereignty, re-recognition of terminated tribes, and support for Indian Hiiguion oxperter
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Cold War Migrations

Following on the heels of historic new civil rights legislation, in 1965 Congress
altered legislation that had since the 1920s severely restricted immigration through
national-origins quotas. Now, instead of favoring northern European immigrants,
the new legislation allowed approximately 7 million immigrants, mostly from
Latin America and Asia, to enter the United States during the 1970s. In 1970, 88
percent of Americans categorized themselves as “white.” By the end of the decade,
partly due to immigration, only 83 percent of Americans considered themselves
white. New places— cities in the South and West; and California, rather than
industrial cities of the Northeast— became the leading destinations for the immi-
grants of this era. The percentage of immigrants would continue to grow through
the rest of the century, making the United States a more diverse nation.

U.S. immigration policies favored refugees fleeing communism in Cuba,
Southeast Asia, and Eastern Europe. After 1975, when South Vietnam fell to the
communist forces, many Vietnamese and Hmong supporters of the American
military emigrated to the United States and formed sizable expatriate communi-
ties. Private and federal refugee assistance programs helped settle the immigrants
in communities. The United States was less welcoming, however, to refugees
from repressive regimes in countries that it supported, such as Haiti, El Salvador,
and Guatemala. Often facing deportation and brutal reprisals when sent home,
these migrants often crossed the U.S. border illegally, seeking aid from relatives,
churches, and associations such as the Sanctuary Movement. The numbers of ille-
gal Mexican immigrants also sharply increased after 1976, when Congress passed
new legislation to establish annual quotas for Western Hemisphere countries.

Questions to Consider:

1. What circumstances led to migrations of people from Southeast Asian
and Central American countries to the U.S.?

2. What support networks existed to assist refugees?

3. Because Bo Thao was a child when she immigrated to the U.S., how does
she qualify her memories of particular events?

4. How does Ochoa-Krueger see the plight of Central American Po}icical
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