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#: i World War |

z/ﬁig :Zalr;l began in Europe in 1914; the United States entered the war in
onge 7 and underwent a rapid mobiliz:at-ion of soldiers and unprece-
e PreSigd ation of home front production. I.nmally elected as a peace candi-
s l‘ecruitselr'lt'WOOdrow Wilson put into motion a propaganda campaign that
g ining up to enlist for the war effort, as in the case of Homer Nikirk,
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who describes his war experiences in the first interview. The propaganda cam-
paign also whipped up a virulent dislike of German people, illustrated in the
second interview, and the nation’s first red scare, which stifled labor and political
dissent. On the home front the loss of a young male workforce to the hostilities
in Europe created employment opportunities for those who were too young to
enlist, and one such experience is related in the third interview.

The influenza pandemic of 1918-1919 formed an ironic coda to the war.
Worldwide, more people were killed by the flu—between 20 and 40 million—
than were killed in World War I. In the United States, more than half a million
died, ten times the number of war casualties. The final interview, conducted in a
remote part of Alaska, illustrates how far the influenza epidemic reached.

TR
Questions to Consider: These four interviews represent a wide range of inter-

viewer/narrator interactions, and for that reason they provide the reader with
an opportunity to think about interview methods. In the first interview,
Homer Nikirk at first seems to be an unpromising narrator, but Charles
Martin’s persistent questions get him to open up. In the second interview,
Lola Clyde is an example of a spontaneous narrator who only needs a few
prompting questions to get going. In the third interview, folklorist Edward
D. “Sandy” Ives is primarily interested in details of bygone logging practices;
Adin McKeown’s rueful recollection of his father’s reaction to his youthful
pride emerges as an unexpected bonus. The fourth narrator, Lela Oman,
an Alaska Native, uses traditional narrative style to tell her gruesome story
of the influenza epidemic. A less experienced interviewer might not have
understood her distinctive style and shut her down. These examples serve
as a reminder that every oral history is a unique interaction between inter-
viewer and narrator. Based on these examples, consider the ways in which
different styles of interviewing elicit different kinds of responses.
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2 The Cold War at Home

At the end of World War IT and the emergence of the United States and the e
Union as the world’s most powerful nations, Americans became increasingly fea‘r’;ctl
of communism abroad and at home. McCarthyism, named for the Wisconsin sel,i_
ator Joseph McCarthy who held sensational hearings of “reds” in the governmen;
in the 1950s, actually began carlier with the creation of the House Committee on
Un-American Activities (HUAC) in 1938. Initially chaired by Martin DiesJ, the
committee investigated the charges of communism in several New Deal programs,
After it became a permanent committee in 1945, HUAC targeted Hollywood,
academics, and the labor movement to ferret out suspected communists but in
the process chilled dissent. Yet for all the hysteria about domestic communists,
few Americans actually belonged to the Communist Party USA. Its heyday had
been in an earlier period, in the 1930s, when the country suffered a tremendous
economic crisis and left-leaning movements found appeal for their attacks on the
capitalist economic system that had failed many Americans.

Because of their intermittent challenges to corporate power, labor unions not
surprisingly came under attack in the hostile Cold War political climate. Unions
had attracted communists and other leftists in the 1930s and 1940s, and many
labor leaders welcomed dedicated and talented organizers regardless of their ideo-
logical stripes. But faced with rising anticommunism and penalties under the
Taft-Hartley Act, passed in 1947 to limit labor’s ability to strike and harbor radi-
cals, the American labor movement adopted anticommunist measures tO retain
its respectability. In 1949-1950, the CIO expelled eleven left-leaning unions,
exposing them to jurisdictional raids by other unions and weakening the labor
movement. The political alliances and machinations among opposing forces. pre-
occupied many unions for over a decade because of Cold Wiar anticommunis™
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" : ! -3 Cold War Warriors

!; Bhe mid—‘l%Os the Cold Wa.r began to have less prominence in American lif;
Film, television; and print media broke the McCarthy period’s blacklist and ai Z
ore diverse viewpoints; social movements struggled for equality; and rotre
around the world against the logic of nuclear power and the Vietnam Wfr :Sm
oned the very nature of the struggle between the United States and Soviet U:ic:—
Yer Cold War principles continued to dominate U.S. foreign policy in this Period.
The Vietnam War preoccupied the nation for over a decade. Presidents ]ohnsor;
and Nixon engaged the United States more deeply even as it became clear that the
Vietnamese communists would not surrender. The age of the typical U.S. soldier
averaged nineteen, and because the draft gave deferments to college students, most
G.Ls were poor or working class. The youth culture of the 1960s and early 1970s
pervaded the milicary, and many G.Ls smoked marijuana, listened to rock music,
and wore peace symbols. Some increasingly defied orders from their command-
ets. Meanwhile, a growing anti-war movement at home increasingly clashed with
governmental authorities. The United States signed the Paris Peace Agreement in
a_muary 1973 and began withdrawing troops in March. In April 1975 the war ended
s North Vietnamese communists united the southern half of the small country.

" In the 1980s, President Reagan revived Cold War fears, calling the Soviet
Union the “evil empire” and making such rhetoric the centerpiece of his foreign
policy. Declaring the “Vietnam syndrome” over, he asserted the U.S. right to
intervene anywhere in the world to combat communism, and increased support
for anti-communist military dictatorships and resistance movements in Latin
America. His administration accelerated spending on nuclear and other weapons
Systems, even as a growing anti-nuclear or “Freeze” movement garnered unprec-

€dented support in the United States and abroad.

| Questions to Consider: Bach of the following two narrators holds a different

| understanding of the U.S. role in the Cold War. Compare these tWo accounts,
| one about attitudes held in the 1960s, and the other from a mote contempo-

il A5y perspective after the end of the Cold War.

| L What do you learn about the life of a Vietnam Wa‘r soldier bii?i ;cf;
Taylor’s account? What do you glean from the interview about @

" e . H 'etnam?
in the United States toward the war? And among soldiers in Vi ns
ts of nuclear weape

- Why did Zabarte become concerned about the effec s
 testing in Nevada? How did his cultural traditions and beliefs influence

IS perspectives?





