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2.6.4 STABILIZING CLIMATE: AN ENERGY
EFFICIENCY REVOLUTION

LESTER BROWN

We end this book with a selection from the work of Lester R. Brown, noted author and
environmentalist and founder of both the Worldwatch Institute and the Earth Policy
Institute. Dr. Brown is the author of more than fifty books on global environmental
issues and is the recipient of numerous prizes and honors, incuding twenty-six
honorary degrees and a MacArthur “genius” award.

This chapter, from his 2009 book Plan B 4.0: Mobilizing to Save Civilization,
provides an overview of how new technologies that promote energy savings can
help to reduce dependence on fossil fuels, stabilize the level of CO; in the atmosphere,
and save money. Brown is a “techno-optimist” who believes that a rapid transition to
energy-efficient technologies and renewable energy sources is both feasible and
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