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our given nature as procreamve beings, and of
the social relations built on this natral ground.
We also sense that cloning is a radical form of
child abuse. In this age in which evervthing is
held to be permissible so long as it s freely
done, and in which our bodies are regarded as
mere instruments of our aumtonomous ratonal
will, repugnance may be the only voice lefr
thar speaks up to defend the central core of our
humanity. Shallow are the souls thar have
forgotten how to shudder.

Yet repugnance need not stand naked before the
bar of reason. The wisdom of our horror at
human cloning can be at least partially anticulated,
even if this is finally one of those instances abour
which the heart has its reasons that reason cannot
entircly know. [ offer four objections to human
cloning: thar ir constimures unerhical experimenra-
tion; thar it threatens identity and individuality;
that it turns procreation into  manufacture
(especially when understood as the harbinger of
manipulations to come ); and that it means despo-
nsm over children and perversion of parenthood.
Plcasc note: 1 speak only abour so-called repro-
ducnive cloning, not about the creation of cloned
embryos for rescarch. The objections thar may be
raised against creating (or using) embryos for
rescarch are entirely independent of whether the
research embryos are produced by cloning. What
is radically distinct and radically new is reproduc-
ove cloning.

Any arempt to clone a human being would
constitute an unethical experiment upon the
resulting child-to-be. In all the animal expen-
ments, fewer than two o three percent of all
cloning attempts succeeded. Not only are there
fetal deaths and stllbom infants, but many of
the so-called *successes™ are in fact falures. As
has only recently become clear, there is a very
high incidence of major disabilines and deform-
ties in cloned animals thar artain live birth. Cloned
cows often have heart and lung problems; cloned
mice later develop pathological obesity; other live-
bom cloned animals fail to reach normal develop-
mental milestones.
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The problem, scientists suggest, may lic in the
fact thar an cgg with a new somaric nucleus must
re-program itself in a marter of minutes or hours
{whereas the nucleus of an unaltered cgg has been
prepared over months and vears). There is thus a
greatly increased likelihood of error in translating
the genetic instructions, leading to developmental
defecrs some of which will show rhemseclves
only much later. (Note also thar these induced
abnormalinies may also affect the stem cells thar
scicnnists hope to harvest from cloned embryos.
Lousy embryos, lousy stem cells.) Neary all
scientists now agree thar artempts 1o clone
human beings carry massive risks of producing
unhealthy, abnormal, and malformed children.
Whar arc we m do with them? Shall we juse
discard the ones that fall short of expectations?
Considered opinion is today nearly unanimous,
even among scientists: attempts at human cloning
arc imesponsible and wunethical. We cannor
cthically even ger to know whether or nor
human cloning is feasible.

If it were successful, cloning would create
serious issues of identity and individuality.
The clone may experience concerns about his
distinctive identity not only because he will be,
in genotype and in appearance, identical to
another human being, but because he may also
be twin to the peson who is his “father™ or
his “mother™—if one can sill call them thar
Unaccountably, people treat as innocent the
homey case of intra- familial cloning—the cloning
of husband or wife (or single mother). They
forget about the unique dangers of mixing the
twin relation with the parent-child relation.
{For this situation, the relation of contempora-
neous twins is no precedent; yet even this less
problematic situation teaches us how difficult it
is to wrest independence from the being for
whom one has the most powerful affinity.)
Virtually no parent is going to be able to treat a
clone of himself’ or herself as one treats a child
generated by the lottery of sex. What will happen
when the adolescent clone of Mommy becomes
the spitting image of the woman with whom
Daddy once fell in love? In case of divorce, will
Mommy stll love the clone of Daddy, even
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