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CHAPTER 2

EARTHQUAKE
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he American Age began in December 1991, when the Soviet Union

collapsed, leaving the United States as the only global power in the

world. But the twenty-first century truly began on September 11,
2001, ten years later, when planes slammed into the World Trade Center
and the Pentagon. This was the first real test of the American Age. It is de-
batable whether the United States has actually won the U.S.—jihadist war—
but it has cereainly achieved its strategic goals. And it is also clear that the
war is, as all wars do, moving toward an end of sorts.

People ralk abour “the long war,” and the idea that the United States and
Muslims will be fighting for a century. As is usually the case, whar appears
permanent is only a passing phase. Consider the twenty-year perspective we
have been using. Conflict may continue, burt the strategic challenge two
American power is coming to an end. Al Qaeda has failed in its goals. The
Unired States has succeeded, not so much in winning the war as in prevenc-

ing the Islamists from winning, and, from a geopolitical perspective, that is
good enough. The twenty-first century has begun with an American success
that on the surface looks like not only a defeat but 2 deep political and
moral embarrassment.




