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Grace ?
He recognizes the intervention includes the parents as well. Tt is important for parents t,
r'mporf-:vm.‘eﬂf interact with their children early and often, and to work with them tq

early intervention,
but he is not
altogether

sure what that
means ina child's
everyday life.

help them develop. Though the individual that T will be working with i

already at the end of elementary school, it will still be useful to ohserye
the parent-child interactions, as well as question the parents about
what measures were taken early in the child’s life.

This topic is important/significant for all those working with
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The student )
providesabroad  cpildren with autism, as well as parents of children with autism,
context for i ) ; ;
understanding ~ Autism is becoming ever more prevalent in this country, and the world,
a’"*"-“mi,"dbw”" with more than one in every one hundred children being diagnosed
se might be :
;,mesied,v,, with some form of autism spectrum disorder (ASD). The parents need
this topic. to know how best to interact with, and better understand, their child.
Finally, he How can parent-child interaction influence the development
formulates the ¢ o child with autism? This might be a vague question with many
topic as a series i ) . ) . . T ; .
of questions different directions in which to take it, but it is still a pertinent
thatneedtobe  qyestion. How might parental interaction in adolescence affect
answered.

adolescent development? Why should parents work hard to
interact with their children with autism? What are the benefits
of early intervention? What are the long-term benefits of early
intervention programs? What are the effects of good versus poor
parental interaction? These questions need to be answered to fully
understand the topic and research question.

WRITING A PROPOSAL

A proposal is a formal plan that outlines your objectives for conducting
a research project, specifies the methods you intend to use, and describes
the implications of your work. In its most basic form, a proposal is an
argument that provides a rationale for conducting research and persuades
readers that the research is worth pursuing. It is also a tool that helps guide
you ‘through various stages of the project. The most immediate benefit of
wrlt.mg a proposal is that through the act of writing— by setting forth an
optlme of your project— your thinking will become more focused and pre-
c:1se.T An.d yﬁt your thinking may change as you read more about your topic:
Pumcﬁlcl?ev}i’;?»\rffs ::ll:\}] proposal should include four sections: introductio”
want to, include addit'aIlt researtch, method, and implications. You may also

lonal sections with materials that provide concrete
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ortant, s at stake. Ask yourself why others shou'ld b-V
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it srested i your effort to answer the question.

g Review Relevant Research
g the introduction, you should provide a review of the relevant

Followin
For a proposal, you should demonstrate that you have a firm

research.
asp of the 1SSU€ as part of the argument you are making to justify your

oT
ffectively you convince readers that you know the issue

=]
study. The more €
the more persuasive your argument. Therefore, you will want to show that

you have read widely, that you are aware of the most important studies
conducted in your area of research, that you are also aware of current
research within the past five years, and that you understand the strengths

and limitations of your own approach.
More specifically, you can use you

following:
+ Define a key term tha
necessarily agree upon.
« Discuss the history relevant

+ Explain the strengths and limit
approaches to answering similar research questions.
* Analyze the different theoretical approaches that authors hav.e usec.i to
frame the issue (e.g., psychological, sociological, socioeconomic, racial).
* Identify trends in what researchers are findin the lack ot

agreement.

r review to accomplish some of the

t is central to your study that others may not

to your research.

ations of different methodological

g of, perhaps,

. ' & ave
Point to more comprehensive reviews of research that others h

Written.
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x Define Your Method srat explaln Bow v
e 13 H .
oction, vou should lirst exj : PO wil) an
In vour method sec ;u';li\"ili'”' vour study using the toolg SWe,
estion strategies you might yge 5%’“(]11 e
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the rescarch qu |
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available. Some ol the (ools a

tollowing:

f

iows o1 locus groups,
e conducting interviews or focus groups,
* taking notes;
 recording particular activities; l k l
' ici ~archival work, anc
* doing background, historical, o1 archiva % '
;Wi -own impressions
observing or coming to terms with your ow p ns.

4 ill ¢ ct .

Since this is a proposal for research you WJIItEOHdEeS;iYOI; shoulg Wrige
I P

this section in the future tense. “To answer the g on(s) Motivag,

i ‘ g
this study, I will conduct interviews and focus groups and take dﬂ&iled

»

notes. . ..
Second, describe how you plan to collect your data. Te]| reader,

whether you will audio-record and transcribe inteljwews and/or focys
groups. If you are taking notes, you will want to explain whe‘ther YOU plap
to take notes during or after the session. Be sure to explain where you
are conducting the interview or focus group. If you are observing classes
meetings, or some event, you will need to explain how often you wil|
observe, for how long, and whether you will be taking notes or transerih.
ing data.

Third, justify why you are using some methods of collecting dat,
and not others. Discuss the appropriateness of these methods given your
research question. Given the objectives you have set for yourself and the
constraints of doing the research, are some methods better than others?
How will the methods you have chosen to use enable you to answer your
question(s)?

Finally, you should have some sense of how you will analyze the
data you collect. That is, readers will expect that you have done more
than simply read your transcripts from interviews and focus groups to
form impressions. Therefore, you will want to explain the principles you

will use to analyze the data in light of the research question(s) you are
asking.

|

|
1

:
o

|
|
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® Discuss Your Implications

It may seem a little Prémature to talk aboyt what you hope to find in
your study, but it is important to address “So what?” to explain wha
you believe is the significance of your study. Place your argument in
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qnotated bibliography. An annotated biblj -
ém-anged alphabetically by author) tha?lybi)lltogfzf]g (1; r?sijistt of C;;ou\ru.:s
gouk research paper. Typically you provide a citation (author dzellrt1 QS]C mf
SOurce, and publication information) and a short summary ;f th: t(I)t e
You can presert all your sources in one long list or organize them i ut:fceé
of souie (hooks, jaurmals, dne <o touih). See pages 184-86 m Chaer 7
for a more complete description of how to write an annotated bibliogra-

phy and an example.

Questions you plan fo ask. Including a list (or lists) of the questions you
o ask those you plan to interview or survey will help focus your
1 information do you need to know? What informa-
w about your issue? What opinions and recom-
Ipful? Each list should include at least five good
A sample set of questions, focusing

expect t
thinking. What persona
tion do you need to kno
mendations would be he

questions but can include many more.

on parents of homeless children, appears in Figure 13.1.

Consent forms. Whenever you plan to solicit information in an interview
or focus group, you need to get permission from the interviewees or par-

ticipants to use their comments and contributions in your research paper.
The Institutional Review Board on your campus probably has 2 model for
writing a consent form that you can use, but We have included a sample
consent form for an interview in Figure 13.2.

at re-

- 1ewW
utional Revi and

IRB q ’ i

pproval. Your school’s Instituttion 1 they conduc
searchers hold high ethical standards 1D the reSe_iliC};te iIZ a study.
Protect the rights of “human subjects” Who park=it
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possible that research conducted fora class w;” NOL require IR} ’
o ; opriate ollice (lor ex; « | Q
You should contact the approprialc Hice ( example, the ()[r;‘-)"'n..n

OUr CAMpUSs for details and exceptions, e
f

Resecarch) ony "

[ Sample Interview Questions

( Parent(s)
; R e [amily situation (pare i
1. a. Describe vour currentd living wnd parents, '\'”'I”Ip'\

o how long homeless, where living, where child attends school),

b. Describe vour child.
¢. Describe vour relationship with your child.

. Do vou think homelessness is alfecting your child’s -“Cll‘mling?

b. 11 so, tell me how (grades, [riends, attendance, transportation),

. Tell me about enrolling your child in school. What was the Process Jij,
Were there any problems? Conditions? Challenges? .

)

a. Do you feel that your child’s right to an education has beep recognise,:
= ; e
b. Why or why not? Describe any experiences that support you answer

Describe the relationship between your child and his or her teacherg.

6. a. What types of support services is your child currently being offereq i,

school and in the community?

b. How effective are those services?
How supportive of your child’s educational and developmental growth

. do you feel your child’s school has been?

d. What about the Center for the Homeless?
. Do you have any recommendations for these sources of help or
requests for other types of services for your child that are Not currently

offered?

7. How do you envision your child’s future?

FIGURE 13.1 Sample Interview Questions

® Establish a Timeline

Draw up a schedule for your research and identify when you expect to
complete specific tasks. For example, when will you do the following?

* Submit proposal to Institutional Review Board (if necessary).
* Contact participants and get their commitments.

* Conduct interviews, focys groups, and the like.

* Compile an annotated bibliography,

* Transcribe the datg.
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1 agree 10 participafe in all of the procedures above. I understand ‘
he profeffﬂi during the studv and that others will not have acﬂn that my adem.ir_\- will
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) e researcher,
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Signature

Date

[Telephone number]

[E-mail address]
[

Signature of Researcher

FIGURE 13.2 Sample Interview Consent Form

+ Analyze the data.

« Draft an introduction, methods, and findings.
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DEVELOPING A WORKING THESIS: FOUR MODELS

What are some w
that may help yo L?YS to d-evelop a working thesis? We suggest four models
p you organize the information you gather in response to thh
~ e

question guiding your inquiry.

= The Correcting-Misinterpretations Model

This model is used to correct writers whose arguments you believe have

misconstrued one or more important aspects of an issue. The thesis

typically takes the form of a factual claim. Consider this example and the

words we have underlined:

h scholars have addressed curriculum to explain
hey have failed to fully appreciate the impact of limited resources
o-date textbooks, quality teachers, and computers. Therefore,

]s must focus on economic nee
” Jays out the assumption that many
lains low educational achievement;
identifies the error those

ow achievement in
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schools, t
to fund up-t
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