m gmile purkheim

thers still Jaboured under this misunderstapg:

pd many :th the nature of the primitive cla * Bug o from the
Mo'f g;:cg JL ua{“tsefa:;t()t be explained by Consanguinit;: :I-v;er:mw q,:t,“’%\.t iﬂsePal.;;l::ligence. N.c
= frar\-‘ relation’ most familiar ones had led men to believe f, b %ﬂ* of thiin‘:ipal e
:1(1): stud?'(). [:illxvvahs characteristic of S v?rytllling s rel:lgious- l\?olvtngﬁm“ha 3 3‘123 in %ﬂ::taﬁ
the idea © j ing t0 study piescntlfel al;ige e fOre.xgn toallide, o:. rell&‘ b i:m:'ts of elem
whichweare gﬁi ch the rites ar¢ there addres.se. are very dlffe.rent from g, inj : of V' A stinct laye
iheforces 0 Wi Dlace in our modern .rellg:ﬁns’t}: ¢ they aid us in ypqg,: Mg like % je intact-In
occupy l.ear o5, So nothing is more unjust than the dlsc'la.m With whigy, to‘:“dm! PrinCl?ch the theori
these later 0P~ 1 o work of ethnographers. Indeed, it is certain thyg o a0y of ‘”hlhjch is broug
historians St r 1eht about the most fruitful revolutions in the differemeihnohky that W,vi dual states
has frequentl bfof this same reason that the discovery of unicelly] Talche of 1€ al.1f, on th
of sociologY- gk has transformed the current idea of life. Since : be“‘ﬁ‘-of . indiv‘qu : ;epresem
which we just fpo.ke’educed to its essential traits, these are less easily mis thesev"e'y onea.l‘:hey shoule
simple befng_s’.hfe 1:1; ions do not merely aid us in disengaging the ucl;de% ouP’its morpho
But P”mmvf ;’on.g they also have the great advantage that they faciﬁsh : btmeen these
elements of r; 1tg Sin’ce the facts there are simpler, the relations between ﬂtla '€ the Sotween the ind1v
wlamnzlrleﬁt lT'he reasons with which men account for their acts have nOtY;mbgm the first than he ¢
:;:I:;;}:epd and denatured by studied reﬂectior.l; they are nearer and more clogy complex .frqm th
related to the motives which have really determined these acts. {112 - char aaeﬂ:::;:
the same A
[..-] " . haveawhouydlf
But our study is not of interest merely for the science of religion. Infacg;em, | 8 in advance that’
religion has one side by which it overlaps the circle of properly religious ldeas;and - - Even the ma
there, the study of religious phenomena gives a means of renewing the problems § Collective repre
which, up to the present, have only been discussed among philosophers. out not only in
: have associatec

For a long time it has been known that the first systems of representations with
which men have pictured to themselves the world and themselves were of religious
origin. '{‘here is no religion that is not a cosmology at the same time that it isa
mon upon divine things. If.philosophy and the sciences were born of religion,
has been“l;f:—:al:: lt)legan by taking the ?hce of the sciences and philosophy. Buti
human imellect,%o ntly noticed that religion has not confined itself to enrichingthe
to formi tmed beforehand, with a certain number of ideas; it has contributed

orming the intellect jtself ; ‘ _ NS
their knOWIedge, bititlen the: ;\(/)Ien owe to 1t not,onkyr:-a. good Ipaﬁ.t:'.pf,iﬁhe‘ ubst ]
At the roots of A een ela ared.

ations ha

They are Jj

€1C. Other jdegs
i ::

of ob;ectlstselfﬁ.om'thm L




