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Descartes’ Certainty

Adrift in doubt, Descartes wonders whether there is anything art all he can know.
But just when it seems that he can know nothing, he comes upon a truth that he
cannot possibly doubt: He exists:

René Descartes, Meditations on First Philosophy

The Meditation of yesterday filled my mind with so many doubts that it is no longer
in my power to forget them. And yet | do not see in what manner | can resolve them;
and, just as if | had all of a sudden fallen into very deep water, | am so disconcerted
that | can neither make certain of setting my feet on the bottom, nor can | swim and
so support myself on the surface. | shall nevertheless make an effort and follow anew
the same path as that on which | yesterday entered, i.e. | shall proceed by setting aside
all that in which the least doubt could be supposed to exist, just as if | had discovered




