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entails. In nearly every country surveyed, people worry about losing th ir traditional
R —

culture and national identities, and they feel their wa of life needs protectior

against foreign influences. mportantly, thepoll finds widespread concerns about

immigration. Moreover, there is a strong link between immigration fears and concerns

10 about threats to a country’s culture and traditions. Those who worry the most about
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immigration also tend to see the greatest need for protecting traditional ways of life
against foreign influences.

Immigration Fears

In both affluent countries in the West and in the developing world, people are

concerned about immigration. Large majorities in nearly every country surve ed
express the view that there should be greater restriction of immigration and tighter
control of their country’s borders. Although Western publics remain concerned
about immigration, they generally are less likely to back tighter controls today than
they were five years ago, despite heated controversies over this issue in both Europe
and the United States over the last few years. In Italy, however, sSupport for greater
restrictions has increased—87% now support more controls on immigration, up
seven points from 2002.

Concerns about immigration have increased in other countries as well, perhaps
most notably in Jordan, where an influx of Iragi refugees has raised the salience of
this issue—70% of Jordanians back tighter immigration controls, up from 48% five

years ago.

Religion and Social Issues

Global publics are sharply divided over the relationship between religion and morality.

In much of Africa, Asia, and the Middle East, there is a strong consensus that belief in
God is necessary for morality and good values. Throughout much of Europe, however,
majorities think morality is achievable without faith. Meanwhile, opinions are more
mixed in the Americas, including in the United States, where 57% say that one must
believe in God to have good values and be moral, while 41% disagree.

The survey finds a strong relationship between a country’s religiosity and its
economic status. In poorer nations, religion remains central to the lives of individ uals,
while secular perspectives are more common in richer nations. This relationship
generally is consistent across regions and countries, although there are some
exceptions, including most notably the United States, which is a much more religious
country than its level of prosperity would indicate, Other nations deviate from the
pattern as well, including the oil-rich, predominantly Muslim—and very religious—
kingdom of Kuwait.
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IC values, but people are less likely to say

s ’.ﬁtn?‘s s SHEaAng free speech, delivering honest elections or providing fair
t@a Conflicting views on the re ationship between religion and morality sharply

di _ But on gender issues, the survey finds that a global consensus has
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'a enefits of Globalization

Overwhelmingly, the surveyed publics see the benefits of increasing global

commerce and free market economies. In all 47 nations included in the survey,

rities believe that international trade is benefiting their countries. For
1€ most part, the multinational corporations that dominate global commerce w
eive able ratings. Nonetheless, since 2002 enthusiasm for trade has declined

Jnificantly in the United States, Italy, France and Britain, and views of multinationals
ire less positive in Western countries where economic growth has been relatively
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ni ;c intries, majorities believe that people are better off under capitalism
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wen if it means that some may be rich and others poor. Support for : ne

crease notably over the past five years in Latin American anq Faste

s where increased satisfaction with income and perceptions C
“.-"‘: lin to higher per capita InCOMEs. But there are widg

S , ¢ the fiee flow of people, ideas and resources
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