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Idyll 10

That’s what men should sing when they work in the sun.
As for your stringy love,* Bucaeus—turn it into a tale to tell
Your mother when she wakes in bed in the morning.

Idyll 11
The Cyclops’ Serenade -

Nicias,* there is no remedy for love, no liniment,

As I believe, nor any balm, except the Muses.

Theirs is a gentle, painless drug, and in men’s power

To use; but it is hard to find. You know this well,

I think; you are a doctor, and one whom the nine

Muses love above all. This at any rate was the way

My countryman* the Cyclops eased his pain,

Polyphemus long ago, when he loved Galatea,

When the down was fresh about his mouth and temples.
He loved, not with apples, roses, or curls of hair,* 10
But in an outright frenzy. For him, nothing else existed.
Often his flocks would come of their own accord

Back from green pastures to the fold, while he, alone

On the weed-strewn shore, would sing of Galatea from
Break of day, wasting away with love. Deep inside he bore
A cruel wound, which mighty Cypris’ dart* had driven
Into his heart. But he found out the cure: he would sit

On some high rock, and gazing out to sea would sing:

‘O my white Galatea, why do you spurn your lover?
Whiter to look at than cream cheese, softer than a lamb, 20
More playful than a calf, sleeker than the unripe grape.

Why do you only come just as sweet sleep claims me,

Why do you leave me just as sweet sleep lets me go,

Flying like a ewe at the sight of a grey wolf?

I fell in love with you, my sweet, when first you came

With my mother* to gather flowers of hyacinth

On the mountain, and I was your guide. From the day

I set eyes on you up to this moment, I’ve loved you
Without a break; but you care nothing, nothing at all.
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