NTRODUCTION

g
ng Middle Eastern Manhood

Reconceivi

his book is a tribute to Middle Eastern men such as Hamza, my driver
Tin Lebanon, whose stories never make it to the front pages of the New
York Times, tO flashing news bulletins on CNN, or to Academy Awar
Locker. Hamza is an ordinary man,

winning movies such as The Hurt
through a millennial moment of political violence within the Middle E

and between the Middle East and the West. That Hamza was W1t
drive me, an American female anthropologist, through a post-9/11

marked by increasing tension and bloodshed—much of it perpetra
my own country in the region—seems to me now quite extraordinary. WV

d conviction, Hamza shared his life story, his inner thoug

courage an S,
deep sorrows, and his eventual profound happiness with me. Alth
e hundreds of Middl

came to know Hamza best, he is but one of th
ern men who told me their stories. The New Arab Man is my testam
their suffering, their resilience, and their humanity.

Hamza's story reveals many of the themes to be taken up in t
ters that follow. First and foremost, Hamgza is infertile; ity in
reproduction among a disproportionate percentage of Middle Eas
men. This epidemic of male infertility—which many men attribute to t
unrelenting life stresses, including war—has led to a recalibration of

hood in ways to be described at length in this volume. As I argu

duction, fatherhood, and manhood are in a state of flux—or what

call “emergence”’—in the Middle Eastern region as a whole. “Br
masculinities” bespeak not only the new treatment options avai
male infertility but also men’s changing desires for a happy life. 2
Hamza’s story, becoming a father was but one of several life 8¢
important to him was the achievement of a loving and U
relationship with his wife, Janna, his younget cousin. Consa
cousin marriage is widespread across the Middle Eastern
be tied to the high rates of male infertility there. Howeve
may also be companionate, marked by romantic love,
abiding commitments. -
I argue that Hamza and Janna’s Joving marriage

childless. This finding is counterintuitive, for inf

A
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within the Middle Eastern region to b

ress and eventual divorce. Many me o l.“e"l'tab]
erwise, and male infertility js nq lon 'S ang Wome s
1t was once perceived to oo the majo S

be. The . JOr opias
free living” have yet to Notiong of a“ Srisjg

3
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he years
avictions also changed over t v

o : h. Hamza
Jitical convict s wartime deat
enter the culty /e religious and po dy of his fathe e between
i ¢ e ' za's rellg eay stru gl
Janna lived happﬂy for more than 4 d;ﬂ lexico ' H“"f’;?,-;, uenced by thfutﬁiﬁ, during the local p/ov;e“rm piegty and com-
couple. As dual-income migrants 1N cade agiy and mqu " side ith lelzctionS However, HamZ:l fhou gh sympathetic to
. . 4 7 ,yentué = iti a 3 g >
together, experiencing the attractiong Ofa o Na ‘Vt:],iva Shia Pomllcie described as moderétfance himself from the ter
and saving enough money to realize anotgIe boom; ":;rtmcn could on worked vociferously tl?l d:;za decidedly did not take up
. . za F i . =
a rather palatial, marble-tiled, single-fams € major dre }Fjﬁzbullﬂh, Hamlite his patriotic rhetori¢, 20?)6 war, instead seeking protec
Such diasporic dreams are profOunginliﬁff Ome back ; rorist labﬁlﬂ?;sgllah against Israel ]1;1 ’ff;‘; another minority rEIigiouds -s,ecttﬁ
Migration and remittances, ny Y differeng g, arms Wit family with the Druze lives are explored in the
, » Nuclear resjdep, y jon for his YOUN8 "8.2 1 stern men whose lives are, thorities.
mnarriage, romantic love, being'a haws dual carq e other Middle Ea acree with religious au "
7 appily mary St Like many a did not always agree W olution to his
couple at that—all of these are Tried coyp, hat follow, HamZ - erm donation as a S
. ; €W pattern b pages tha a did not view sp chings of Tran’s Ayatollah
ing across the region but haye barcios S that ape das ample, Hamz llowed the teachings O :
e ] f For exampe. h he follo 7 wing donor
commentators. In part I of this b i o hotlecy by sch ’ male infertility, even thougd a fatwa, or religious decree, alloving
; S book, Emergent M. : o had issue
nomenon of happily married by aaauly

Khamene'i, wh

As shown in part II of this volume, religion has shaped the
S

t chil :
plored at some length from Midq ol Middie

: : in the Mid-
techoologhg sisted reproductive technology industry in ;
men do not want to be percelveciea]saads(gen-l e ' ' VTWECO?&:E Zitti}tfdaess toward in vitro fertﬂlzlilt-lond1 SIV oFs1)" g\tracy dtopsg:aga,
Mineerin - dle East, tion, embryo disposition and sStor

it , i ete donation, : _

;elvivntziirtilaegl(;ﬁj as .the be-all and end-a]] of mascg T - 3 spern; m]lectlc;n eEInC;Ii,e giﬁim (a form of abortion), and the g?ssﬂ'mhty of

; privacy, sometimeg " multifetal pre . ibilities. Most Muslim men
mitments; and they ofte 4 the €xpen L | d with local moral sensib

ion heavily infuse ; : s |
Zfeoisé? toefollc})lw authoritative Islamic fatwas and bioethical statements,

A ital v & i and ICSI as solutions to infertility. How-
Za’s story represents thege emerging forms of m y. Ham all of Whlc'hl ?aﬁcaﬂﬁiﬁtgmnﬁnue i
£ Sunr121 i i hird- reproductive assistance carries
surrogacy.? This Sunni ban on t party reprodu Tl
great moral authority, for reasons to be exp_lor'ed in pgrt II. Nonet e'm’: s,
Ayatollah Khamene'i’s unprecedented permission of thl_rd—party donati ion,

including sperm donation, egg donation, embryo donation, and surrog v,
as practici ; “We sl know too little has created new possibilities in Shia-dominant Lebanon .and Iran; How
L lp A MuSlst/ or how Islam h 7 p Middle Eastern men accommodate or resist these novel interven ons
S'am is the dominant e <4l shapes men’s identities, Alth and the moral justifications they draw on to do so—are also the subie
fiths, with eighteen roge . 810 the Middle East js ot T,
alone. Hamy, i borreglstered religious sects part II.

; ' S Throughout this volume, we follow Middle Eastern men on their
the single largest ro] gLl Minority Shia branch of I &

oW &
Islamic Mascuh’niﬁes.

iiou . for ICS, the reproductive technology that allowed Hamza to be
5“?;rtf>seof Beiryt, andglperifgg?f :}fl‘eSOUthem Lebanon, in fgther. We examine the trials and tn%yulations of what men call tifl
POIit}cal ;?f?fe Major divergences inl CO;‘”“}’ asd W'hole. But a (hterally, “baby of the tube,” or test-tube baby) or, simply, “the ope

it r] lation, anqg itudeg tow@v; 2 re1181051f}4 clerical .Increailsmgly, the quest for ICSI involves “reproductive tourism
vl Productiye Medicine Han?r modernity, 11.1c1ud1'ng infertile men travel between IVF centers and betWt‘aen countris
ik s e : za cqn&dered himself to f,)f ICST success. such reproduct.we travel, I argue, is better
e did ek continuously with forei reproductive exile,” for many infertile couples feel force:
re e

Sl Ot make hi ¢ ot :
SeCtarian pont . 1S religio
H.ad 10t pursyeq oy, :‘m MValries haye been thge1 SSIty pul}hdy
might neyer have & nt 1opologica] st ource o tragic
NOWN of hig ra igioyg ﬁo questioning with
allegiances,

in order to access reliable assisted reproductive health
movements are all too familiar for most Middle Eastern 1
Hamza are a population in motion, with a high percent
Ing across borders in the course of their lifetimes for
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with politics, economics, and, in some cases, re

i produ, 3
require cross-border reproductive care (CBRC) ctive gig A

DISRUPTING OUR SCHOLARSHIP AND ASSUMPTIONS

This is a book about disruptions, with the term“dj

important meanings. Firsf, the term ”reprochtg::rgit;zn?,
have used in my earlier writing*—captures the senge of ‘\'f
chrony, loss, injustice, and stigma that many infertile peo

discover that they are unable to conceive a child. Malep
male infertility, definitely constitutes a reproductive disry
that comes as a surprise to most men, who have no jde
infertile until diagnosed through semen analysis, usually
Second, I intend for this book to disrupt many take
sumptions about men’s lives, and particularly Middle Haste
Preconceived notions about the malevolence of Middle E
tainly come to us through the media, both cinematic ar
As one of my colleagues summed it up, after attending

on my work: “You just can't buy a positive picture of a
these days.”This vilification of Middle Eastern-qua-Mu:
both popular and scholarly discourses is the subject of
“Hegemonic Masculinity.” Suffice it to say here that one.
of this book is to disrupt stereotypes, or what we think
Middle Eastern men as patriarchs, polygynists, protest
natics, and terrorists—men who represent the very epi
rage, and misogyny. This book purports to be an antid
thinking, my attempt to humanize men who have bee
demned by the media and many politicians as”guilty“a
Part of the failure to humanize Middle Eastern men lie
scholars. In the new millennium, there is a dire need to
arship on Middle Eastern men’s lives. In this regard,
anthropological theorists have urged scholars to engag
disruptions and thereby unseat facile essentializations
esteemed Middle Eastern anthropologists is Lila Abu-Lu
bia University, the author of the award-winning Veiled §
and Piety in a Bedouin Society. In her 1991 seminal essay,
Culture,” Abu-Lughod took issue with the way in
gists were using the “culture” concept; by representing
ingly coherent, timeless, and discrete, they ignored hist
in a project of profound “othering.”” She urged anthr
against culture by focusing instead on discourse and pt:

nections, or ethnographies of the particular. Turning hel

&
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o challenged th:/1 disczggnue;s_
" ro
norestige ZONES (e.g Mo !
- ethnograpr}\‘irco:;fsggt Clifford G'eertz)ranil,‘n V:;\ti:‘\
hat we:e taking on @ talismanic qua ity
a

ls
orld, she a
gy Of t
rp()lngy :
he anthre o
Lbscsslnn h part :
,r the IN e
B erlticular"' ones Of theory
a E
Middlc Ea¢
tribalism and ¢
wprivate” Space

of theory included

geeched th
to history and pow
More than two

er.

decades later, Midd}e East:lm ﬁhropc;ﬂivggg has
K out completely from its thec?retlca_l an b;tan ﬂi‘::gol hacﬁé 1 -
?;Zaapproximately - ethl?a(;fgr afp mscm:: been published in the
ixty years—exactly of whi : ot
lrﬁlteiigrz——most focus on only six of the twenty-two Mid
nations, including

n order, Israel/Palestine, Egypt, M;;;:CC@ ' ‘
and Yemen. Afghanistan, Algeria, Jordan, Lebanon, Sudan, Syria, and

Arabia constitute a second tier of ethnographic attention, ‘githat’ >a
books on each country, many of them quite old and outdated. Geo

i ies such as Syria and Iraq, the countries of origin ¢ i
:ﬁcfe;o;nnt?y study, havz?oeen difficult to access and, hence, mu
studied. The small, petro-rich kingdoms of the Arab Gulf, wher
the men in my study, including Hamza, have migrated, have re
least ethnographic attention. j

Works on the original“zones of theory”—-namely, tribalism, gen
veiled women), and Islam—continue to form a kind of holy
composing one-quarter of the entire anthropological corp:
followed by numerous ethnographies of place—namely, v
urban quarters, minority ethnic enclaves, and migrant n
which are heavily overrepresented among the remain
many newer themes have emerged over the past decade e
celebrated at the 2011 Middle East Studies Association .
under the title “Anthropology of the Middle East: A New Mill
Some of these newer themes include studies of mass mediatior
lar culture, Middle Eastern youth and education, law and h
language and literature, colonial politics and modern
and subjectivity, fine arts and architecture, diaspora an
forced migration, and tourism. There is now even o
sexuality and sexual practice from contemporary Iran
Faphies of science, technology, and medicine—the |
in the Middle East over the past twenty-five ye ‘
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the up-and-cq hro
¢ Ming: discjp]j pol
n ; d :
185 produced a decy e’s B 10 e Sclence gy 4 p in social life, with the
raphieg, 13 worth of award tech tion lies elsewhere in SO ildcare re-
5 heit poWer and attentio reastfeeding, and childe

Parturitiogr:Mng upon the title of Simon de

d that
lleagues and I have argue f
ri t%::a scholarship of reproduc

rive birth, :
r:‘g-.p()n.‘;ibiht
maining ;s'olc
Beauvoir's gre ;
men are rercgarc
tion, includmg in

Case in point: t

d that more

w{\/f:;:lijn’s health had been

Furthermore, ethnographies o)

o ncy,
I\/Iatthew Gutmann’ y for pregnancy,

in the hands of yvorlr;en. :
yqt feminist treatise, my c”'
; d to be“the second sex” 1

anthroi ki f the art in the year 2006,
e state O ;

i iss(;l revti}rrejggphic volumes on reprodu§t10n anld

han written in the past twenty-five years, mthmng)a;l y

i  those volumes published since the new mﬂl;:n}r::llil?uth anzlz
o hies on men—two on men’s experiences of ch

e e_thnqgrap United States,?? one on soldiers’ reproductive and’ sex-

g first Gulf War,® and Gutmann’s book on men’s re-

though the h'terat,ure o)

the Majority of jt ha:
: it hails
of this Americanjst SChOl;;?'IsI;] _EUTO-Amen'ca and Latin P
men who haye 'P centers on Mas “al(;ml:.b lssaandesexuahty in Mexico”—have ever been published, to my
pro uctio:

epidemijc, 16 S€X with men, given the op: uhthCOHSfmc i0 : thnographic monographs devoted to
+long knowledge. To date, there are no e grap. ; hriolosicokianhinl
' male infertility or men’s use of ass1sred reproductive technologies, in 5
fmasculinity is oftepn i o8 ing donor sperm;® erectile dysfunction or other sexual health pro})lems,
ini " desar sexually transmitted infections (STIs) other than HIV/AI_DS} IneipttEe
of the vast repertoire of contraceptives; older men’s experiences with pros-
tate cancer and reproductive aging; men’s attitudes toward prenatal ge-
netic testing and fetal demise; men’s feelings about partners” abortions;
Importance of mal men’s experiences of pregnancy loss and child death; and men’s reproduc-
tive health in general. Certainly, other vital topics could be added to this
list if it were widened to include smoking, cardiac disease, diabetes, and
the like..Although several new journals are devoted to men’s health (e.g.,
International Journal of Men's Health, Journal of Men’s Health and Gender),

relations, 17 his
trol, ang AIDS ; 3

Z n Mexico &
about men/e - “0, Gutmann Unpacks ten ¢ i
i m)ts rgp;oduct;vc lives and sexuality, in CISQ?,TO? miscon,
. —and wil] not— M & for exam
%earch fiom Oayacs sht, o i esponsibility for birth eontr]

: Xaca shows th
C ) & da 5 i
1 Permanent form of male f some Teliges embracmg Vase

§.

5
E
3
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&
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varied by il Contraception, Thej 5
clude coniiso CIr reasons for doing i
hr()min(-nt in M idd}i()fr']] Ul}jﬂl €mpa thy and sacriﬁce, themes 51(:[1? - ﬁcihlial}g; 1lrl i valn o ) 5y M ma rePIOduCtive
: > Laster Ve b Aare aiso S 1 (& ‘. . p

Like Aby Lugh od’s ‘];;’ ? men’s Narrativeg, 2 3 health studigs et)(l?e()fged. e “{ll'len e ereAnchi S Feproduchiy

Prodteiom e 1.3, S utmann’s, m i Cus 1s generally on the conseque f
1the : 5, 0 p : nces of their acti

Miscop, “Ph:,, ]tinv’M iddle Eagt has ca used m}; trﬁﬂﬁ?{k on g;nqer ! for Bwomen S reproductive lives and well-being_ o ons
SSumptj o What folloys, | examine o e utare men truly so disassociated from reproduction? This book chal-

lenges : s
ges that assumption, bnngmg men back into the reproductive imagi-

NS regarding g scholarly erasyres an
g nary a oductiy i v =

' : ary as reproductive progenitors, partners, decision makers lovers, nur

£ ’ i

inf() th(: Wor i y b(_‘[()l"(' deseriiim -
orld of Migje Bastern m(‘!:’:(rzzlr:ﬁ m{ou;n ethno,
£ uctive lives,

REj

M“’““”f\}(‘ M
NG MEN Of the re
s N IN Rg PRODy 1 ION Furt ernfgfedlsﬁtlvehprocess, from Couphng to impregl’latlon to paren
CCordip e €n have g 3
socia] d\l b Widely helqg p, Maybe Conn’ected tob thelr own reproductive 1ssues and concerns, which
g il . ut also separate from womenys reproductive health

Nce
€€ Populag,,

arge| sarl .
and (“Scnga &8ely untesteq assumption in

s s N poljc . I
1IN matterg of hr):;nznd . circles, men are disinte
N reprodyct;

1on. Because men.
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This insight—that men have reprodyct:
SCU?IgZSte}(\j on a pthy level at a rgajc:iru;ggz 1Ssues anq y
alled the International Conference conferenge iy
(;CPD), a broad new approach to po u(lm- Population and
tive Health Initiative, was conceived.g)7 I\Ztlon policy, calleq gy,
prlc of “reproductive health for all,” and G;ﬁfWe.r v included j
1mpedm:1ent to“family planning”in the trye etmhty Wasieg
productive Health Initiative promised to e
thg narrow focus on fertility control. ICPI;n\zve Populatio
Third Wgrld feminist organizations, as a g‘reata}sl.haﬂ?d m
Despite the broad definition of reproductiy litoncal oy
FCPD conference, the Reproductive Health Initi o !
}ly focused on population reduction through fan?jilve i
ics argue that the term“reproductive health” has si Ji e
'famxly planning”in population and intemationalnlrrxlply e
little substantive change at the level of actual pr ealtl"v e
questions can be asked: Has the ICPD Reprodllljct(n?f/;r aII-InS%
tually'improved thereproductive lives of men? Ande .
suffering from ipfertility actually better off th;in th e
answers to these questions remain unclear. ¥ - :
‘ Treatment of infertility in order to conceive a desired child
ing conceptualized as a fundamental reproductive right;v,' ?

1

owe

bou'rgeois notions of reproductive”choice” that may not a
erat.lonalized in many non-Euro-American societies, or
nority communities within Euro-American settings,’ wh
r1ghts may be severely constrained.”” Reproductive health
still predicated on Western-generated notions of thsgight:t
cgntraception, abortion, infertility treatments, or 'ﬁ‘ﬁren/t@
d¥s€:ourses assume, at some rudimentary level, a b&i&l of a I
dividuals who are free to make choices and who can com
concerted way tq vocalize their resistance as political agents
;ocr)wf;Euro—Amerlcan societies such as the Middle East, indiv
henc:nt }Sllelgjlrlnmecé within larger collectivities such as the extenc
i e ray e limited opportunities for individual acti
s o , strategies of everyday resistance and group m
. T politicgll support and lobbying groups) may be severely
ELEL ;o?}:eth w1thn.1 which individuals live their
i reprodlu Ctie c;)ncqm1£ant sl?read of bi.omedicine,
ductive“marketpla Vf choice” and “freedom” in a now privat
R illneé)s cheit ;uggest that individuals bear responsibili
/ every person expected to care for hi

00D
RECONCEIV!NG MANH

ity of Jife.® Within this persP

ing for a e ity should actively 5€
'qmvmg‘o i mferzﬂ::;yﬂfﬂessness.v\mh reg

S)—constraints that the ICBE

ourse first promulgatec

ome.

ductive rights disc

¢ birth control, and
reproductive agency.- ;
ddle Eastern infertility,  have been stru
to resonate with most :
a human right? Many
in the context of

and the provision 0
in which people lack true
In my own work on Ml :
failure of reproductive rights dls‘course
Namely, is the right t;\) bear ct}imﬂdr:;\pedauy
1d answer no to that ques on, conts
‘c:l\(/)eurpopulation (e.g., Gaza, Or Cairo with its 20 m’i]hon inhabitar
suffering of the infertile in places such as the Middle East

sympathy. Instead, most Westerners, and even some Middle

argue that Middle Eastern fertility levels should be dramatic
bear a child ques

and individuals’ reproductive rights to nec
strained. That 1 have argued vociferously for the right to
other reproductive technologies in resource-poor settings

seems incredibly naive—even ill-conceived—to many.® A T
sation, which occurred “behind my back,”is just one ©
amples I could recount over the ensuing years since I
A member of my own extended family, a high school t
recently asked my parents what kind of research I really
University would want to hire me for it. When my then:
old mother attempted to explai the importance of o
1vrvl th;e tl\/h'}zl?le East, my cousin ré‘tg;tie;c_l, quite aggress{ 7€
ant to help terrori; ies? ~
e world!”gi sts have babies? They’ll just
Although Middle Eastern men are concei
reproductive actors, the negative coxﬁ% =3
emerged from ICPD reproductive health diSe@' ‘
nate women (sometimes against their will)
ductive health outcomes, through HIV/A

.
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violence, or physic o
’ ysical abuse. I Y
midable barriers - In additio
us‘; El?i ?arrllfkis to women'’s decision nll:—if(hey have been reg diff treProductive and
Se, ¢ hea care utlhzat N lng abo ¢ arded lays the ifferent
lon in general 3 ut fertility, fy ¢ « framewoOrK downplay sue separatelys
‘ @ d women may S :

Two recent att i ph“.
attempts to reframe m s
o 7, 2 e " i .
noteworthy. In the first, both men af\g e s
wo Osit

an ‘ ' 4
enn » A related problem 15 the ideologl
ductive ri | |

e rights, but men are also seen ag hmen are seen asl'}l) telyq, |

fidelity within marriage,

sL‘\Ud
ind\nding ou

thein o : Wi, avi tion O : _as-partners approach.
ful to :}?;lrli)sa lt Responsible men”share in Efl;’::igl reisporlsibiliﬁes/t mll ;‘-: ;11':1}1*32'“”“' aprosil gcff Oallt(if)ti}r"rfprlrz:\\ent gs the definition of
_ rtners; seek health Y planning: wiuch- = ctive has been &l icu i text of
birth, and alth care for thei N Temaip f;; Third, this persPe® B ionalize, even within the CONtEY
: postpartum; and partici eir partners durj fafh o 1SPE  ifficult to operationd o hip” be-
- ; rticipat urin; " " has been dl does” partnersiip be

care. To it o participate as fathers i - "8 Pregrang partne ' ke a man a partnel or does”P

) n” are “responsibl in family life . ge, Does Marriage ma . chip, friendship. and the
ensure the reproductive ri ible men,”whose role i to o .0l s d notions of lover companionstips :

RAZ Ughts and well-bei role is to rot gpeak more nuanced No . . oach does not clearly an-
I-being of others. Mt lfkc? Fourth, on @ programmanc level, this appr

But what are the problem i
rhetoric i e of this framework? Fi
temalrilsctif ;jslelﬂy patriarchal, if men are pri(;g;'ﬁf usg responsible g
e mCeIcifs of women and children. Secogd ixrllct‘le:i‘;ed of as
herest; L) ai Cciotr;ltgrlelslc)):rsi to repr;)ducﬁve he,alth are fsr:?nm.%

: / ences of r i 1

gigézgyoilftf}zent. Interventions following E%l;id:l}fit?;al'rﬁ:lvtvhas ,
apoi desireprgductlve health problems caused by men, C;l'o'
ductive rights Ofgr?le to empower women. Third, the fact tha’t :
P endé.ll’.ld women coexist in relationship to each
v, h}‘;vgr“\ore it men, too, have reproductive rights, then
and health. Fou t}:es-pOnSIblhtleS”in protecting men’s reproducﬁ
others, thCrl‘l the?r , if men are conceived of as primarilSEi :
particularly probl B reproductive health problems are igno
terventions }an(d emane lrl\tegrating men into reproductive hea
e Pf()grams. Finally, a framework that invests men
AR i suggests that men are fundamentally “irresponsit
e )(;1 I?‘fl<)f(>txndly problematic, even denigrating. Ma‘ny.
i ‘(‘lontlm—')lc when it comes to reproduction and have b

> uries, accord

’

contraception ¥ ing to historical research on reproduc

swer whether services for men should be integrated or s:i;;arate f);zré\n th;s:
}()r women; thisisa contentious issu€ tha.t deper.\ds heavily on € rg %
vices as well as the kinds of services provided. Finally, the partner pz pe

tive also makes several implicit assumptions about men and r’epro uctive
health—namely, that oducating men about men’s and womens reproduc-

tive health needs will make men more sensitive and responsive to thes.e
needs and that incorporating men into reproductive health programs will
improve both men’s and women’s reproductive health outcomes. Such as-
sumptions may not hold in all contexts. -
Men in the Middle East may feel greatly responsible for reproduction
and may strive to be the best possible partners to their wives. This is true
even though few Middle Eastern men have been “targeted” in the kinds
of programs just described. Their sense of responsibility and partnership
o comes from other sources, including conjugal love, which, as 1 argue,
h has been virtually overlooked in population and reproductive health dis-
courses (as well as in Middle East anthropology). That men—even Middle
Elas‘tcm‘ me,n—actually Jove their wives and will do what they can to meet
tjot‘lr Y\V_es reproc}uctive desires and needs seems to have been lost in the
}dl LP; irt L:’.r;agmatlon and by_ the population studies establishment. Mid-
as men as responsible reproductive partners, in love with wives

T . 3 whom they wish to pl ; e 2
cond framework for including men in reproductive h d plesss i E oldne B pebah

alds them as“
as “partners” to n.? i
approach, which seeks t women.” Men as parthersis a“cligl
£ 8 1( -ovide custai i
for men without compr : }'“'()Vldt st rePrOdUthe y
, \ omis : i i
women. Such a pers )} mising (and hopefully improving) s
reproductive healtl X L,(“V” recognizes men’s important contribut
It attempts to rec )" ‘“ well as men’s own reproductive health ca
of n‘l‘xmhu‘ti\\.up 111—11L e "(fmlik‘ling reproductive goals within the
approach focuses ol\n;:ﬁhlphx{ primarily among married couples:
significant loc of e as, DR EEE ‘
‘ . - : ‘ ands and membe
What are th‘: Ut'nlsll’(nmbili!v for r<-pr()ducli(c)lr111bus T
it problematic ass i : : irst, &
plicit focus assumptions of this ? Firsty
$ on the cooperation of men a;d il;/aonr:legoii%epmd

UNSEATING PATRIARCHY

Implicit i i
negds :) ;nwrgr\;cglof the ICPD discourse is that the reproductive and sexual
g are 1c(\111tu¥a11y subordinate to those of men. In many lo-
Hights oo b ;Nc,)r , this may be true: namely, men may have implicit
of et rorzl lsl igproduchon am.i sexuality. Thus, the achievement
it 1 e Tphe g ctive health requires unseating patriarchy wherever
o Struct;Jral anczlnfzspt of Patnarchy, or men’s systematic domination
explain poERIN éti\elzlck)‘%l:la&rzi(zurces a?d positions, does not fully
comes for women. Yet a strong ar-
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at Patriarchy affects Womep.
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l and microstrye
+ Women's reproductiye healt Beh 2n's rep
ers, male health care administrg Ivice ; . B Na.b o a~comPe
perpetuate a dominant“male definitj 121 ' Who it

52 and
s s since 1967,

5 b men’s portrayals in ﬁlcil?:}[he fourth Vo}um&
nth century,” Ara in Hollywood post-9/ ined Masculinities, to
reseg.tatlo?: appropriately titled Imag os in the Middle
ndium,

vg? ’s livi R ”
known about the realities of men ats of patnarChYI d
n

y . " of the se n
what is i .+ nal how little i8 K1 Middle East“one ot rs to focus O
not without taking heed of women’s perceptiong d 3 . ;,.na‘m region.* Calling thell nee women'’s studies schola
microstructural level, research shows that A ok heless i

: A u inist
} : nonet ” to their various “femin
men are more i x »e the editors

ur
‘ ity as a “complementary endeavo
; to have multiple partnerg e 1 Ve B i

i i more
gue that Middle Eastern patriarchy“is both

; 2 ions than has
. L editors ar : social relations
; amarital sexug] relppo gl Thrr(iore implicated i (HEEEECE o;f not as monolithic as has
to commit an act of violence against women, adolescentg comp e n admitted, and at the same tim
and other men 4 ‘

A il
‘ : sentations of m
e btefi #% For example, in her chapter on repre
been suggested.

rtured

4 s for “men’s torture

dia, Ghoussoub argue q vitos

i Arab popular me i : : mands and p

" mtit:: of the?r own ‘masculinity’: its me\,avn}iggssa’xigeit s
C % - "

may have dire consequ ;;)Cr;cori She poses the rhetorical question,

percentages of their income to children anqg
and contribute Jess time to direct childcare,

rior power and Privilege in most societies
women’s lives and reproductive well-bein

: e mili rvice, and
8 an?”? Through chapters on male cu'cumClS.lOn/ d ;ae?’nslers thé un-
7 . g i am ¥ . i €s, an “
Men’s relative Power and privilege over women has been the dop men's images in the MiddISESEEE
trope in the Middle Eastern gender studies literature—much o l

; . ings of Middle

e 7 purpols o t'helvc()il“;giliitroo?;ig::izt; E;ii;f:rr‘nd;nn.gme editors
’s lives, includi ;

Eszt'ﬂﬁgf? strive to show that men’s lives may not be easy, pa;frttlcu.llaﬂ{r
in a region that is highly militarized and where young men are o ;n co 1
scripted. However, the theme of patriarchy prevails throughout the vol
ume. The editors remind us that men are”positioned at the thresh-old.s and
have often attempted to police the mobility and conduct of tbexr 31ste1:s,
daughters, companions, wives, and comrades, sometimes—quite often in
fact—with the complicity of their mothers and other senior women.”58

by Middle Eastern-born scholars—where the concept 6f”patn
served as a theoretical metonym. Schol

ars have unearthed the
in Islamic scriptural fepresentations of women and in Islamic perso:

tus laws.® They haye analyzed childhood socialization practices
duce patriarchy in Middle Eastern family life. 4 They have critiqui
ety of Middle Eastern patriarchal practices ranging from veiling
genital cutting to honor killing.# They have analyzed women’s resis
to men’s violence, including through women’s storytelling, poett
memoirs of war,% And they have hailed the emergence of Middle |
feminist movements, both historically and amid growing male
Islamism 47

I;urthermore, nearly one hundred ethnographies have been wr
anthro i

pologists about Middle Eastern women. Very few of these ethi

gyptian trilogy.”* The second volume, Infertility and Patrigr-
: chy: The Culturql
phies have e

) } Politics of Gender and Family Life in Egypt, represents m

D *amined women'’s and men’s actual relationshlPS. g | most extended contribution to this femini Y p s
SOleaf Marriage. This lacung reflects the highly gender-divided world

of Middle Easter e

n anthropology: namely, women study women,

s . Ethnographers and ethnographies of what might
gender Interaction” o~

for the Middle g

study me

marita] ethnography” are largely absent,

tion i hmzlles which are (1) learned through gender sodajiza-
i 35 Haste Within the famjl , Where males wield po i
As a regyly qutlswti‘l;a?(f ‘A‘/.léhm t.he discipline of anthropology asaf efined institution o}f, fatherhood; (2) mam.fp' :sf:;h lilogg?h&l:t:(rj—mang
subjects gpoq Sl psi O‘?l View of gender through the eyes OfW INtragender interactions within the family and ther i i
men ag Olars, very little has been written about Middle milieus; (3) legitimized throy h de et _Srpermaual
detected 4 as wglrl()a‘/\:rt]ﬁomter%t Woiac - ostemn homeSiEe ' g

linity, 70 Four recent VOIu;tUdy o4 What might be called “military

Writings on A : primarily dlscurglve fradl
Wwomen’s) sexuality since
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; le-aged woman“pas
e nseFr;; Z] Iquasrmatemal and comforting presenge
ighihe seeﬁ iy ky, as”a ten}porary visitor to these men’s soci
ek S taxing”“men’s secrets” far away, providing a fl
elr tortured lives for honesty, candor, and cathar:

I could repre

NARRA' I 5
TING Vl IN E qf E ORIES
C EN"S R :PRODUCTIVE LIFE HIS I

The N@w Amb M A '
render men’s 1jv@an is the outcome of my own ethnographi

P8 ot il s visible. I have made the collection of Mic
A Afghanistar?, mallor research project in the post-9/11,
et world in which we live. Hundreds of Midd

: come forw, il CUP S
1S a reproductiye lifcars1 to tell me their“reproductive life histor

methodological genre

disciplineg j
S 1IN whj o
hich T have received advanced training.*” The

tive history ” ag yeed « /
events mr),/n(;lj,ll:ﬁj;} g epidemiology, explores the important
Questiong S as lives through a process of structured in
conjugality, infertilitround premarital and marital sexuality, contt
nal and neonatal Y Pregnancy, pregnancy loss, childbirfii ,
So-called rigk £, mortality, Reproductive epider;liology also
E‘J]‘"‘l}’ Lead to so-calleq d?sé aS;:oking, sexually transmitted infe i
Y rendered feproductiye hisct)srtice(;n;:; (;rg‘;l ér;f;nlllzr:gg;
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iologi aphic variables. Through
emiological and demograp s 2

spid
n botHER histories, reproductl

:nformation O :
" detailed reproductive

_qy_stvmatic and
Rentl (bmtzrf;xth anthropological ethnography, reproductive his-

Whent Conigis 8 1 nings, transforming into full-fledged repro-
tories talfc on adt.iltlolna rrlﬁérlo o%o,gy ‘b life historyis one o ¢ the ot
guctre . hlstsolilqe?vhr;cinethnggrapﬁers elicit chronological accounts of
]n;fs(;rr:Z’I}fvmf};hrough processes of gentle questioning and probing.®® I_:lfe
}I:is{ories are, in my view, the sine qua non of ethx}ography—'that which
takes our field to a different level of subjective inquiry- Ip medical anth{o—
pology, some of the most compelling and award-winning f:thnographles
adopt the life history genre.” Psychological anthropologists, too, have
argued for the importance of “person-centered ethnography,” which at-
tempts to develop”experience-near ways of describing and analyzing hu-
man behavior, subjective experience, and psychological processes.””’

Here, I have attempted to conjoin the two disparate genres—
epidemiological reproductive history with anthropological life history—to
elicit nuanced reproductive life histories from Middle Eastern men. The
{;Syl;l:(ril%epi;s;n—tci:entered,. ;eproc_iuctive accounts take us to places well
moralitiespanduc En, providing nch entrée into expfenentlal 'worlds, local

Uities, and em odied subjectivities. The exploration of Middle Eastern
;Zezrz ZUb]eCtlwty. is at the heart of this endeavor. I am inspired in this
Wl%o hav};r:ga?:j;zé:il 3151 1252‘};?111(1?511(% Copea_gl?es E_it Harvard and Princeton,

subjectivity”in the modern era:

g;ghoef r;i?; Setltilfngs in whigh anthropologists now work, the vaga-
el L srn e are undqmg and remaking people’s lives in new
bl Cvlvays. The subjects of our study struggle with the pos-
loss vi ac?gers of economic globalization, the threat of end-
policaN dom?n Insecurity, and the new infrastructures and forms of
hire ination an.d resistance that lie in the shadows of grand
of subiae tr}llui)scratlzatlon and reform. Once the door to the study
new wa L aop;en, apthropf)logy and its practitioners must find
SibiE actiongﬂ Particularities of affect, cognition, moral respon-
My own et ; : s
war, glObalizaktliI;Cr)lgr:phy 5a foray into these multiple domains: of politics
jectividen mo,r lconom1c st_resses, emotions, identities, religious ts'ub-’
My rescaci g al and practical responses to technological innovati :
Wit S based on reproductive life history i : e
Rz ry interviews carried out

: 0 Middle E .
Unit ; e Eastern me i i
nited Arab Emirates (2007), and so-called 5 iyfggégg)' Lebenag

8), th ; ;
¢ capital of Arab America.” In these four places, I have i‘ntem '




| CHAPTER 1

—

'Hegemonic Masculinity

HisHAM, THE SYRIAN ACCOUNTANT

On a scorching summer day in 2007, I met Hisham in a blessedly air-
" conditioned IVF clinic in the United Arab Emirates. Hisham'’s wife was
' having her eggs “harvested” under anesthesia, and so Hisham had time
o0 kill and was more than happy to talk with an anthropologist. As T soon
' Jearned, Hisham hailed from the relatively poor country of Syria, where
he was the oldest of six children. Like so many other young Syrian men,
" Hisham and his two brothers had all left the country, the brothers to the
United States and Hisham to the Arab Gulf. Following an unpleasant stint
' in Saudi Arabia, Hisham moved to the Emirates. There, he accrued enough
financial resources to marry, agreeing to an arranged marriage with a Syr-
" jan woman named Rana, who was ten years his junior.
. In preparation for the wedding, Hisham decided to undergo premarital
semen analysis to ascertain his fertility. Although the test was not required
\ by law or by Rana’s family, Hisham—Ilike increasing numbers of Middle
Fastern men—thought this the sensible thing to do, given the growing
~ recognition in the region that men, too, may be infertile. Although Hisham
was not deemed infertile per se, his sperm count was considered “border-
line.” Consulting a fellow Syrian urologist at an Emirati hospital, Hisham
was convinced by the physician that he could improve his fertility by un-
dergoing a varicocelectomy, an invasive genital surgery designed to re-
move varicose veins from the testicles. Eager to please his new young wife,
Hisham underwent the varicocelectomy shortly after marriage. This is a
decision that Hisham now deeply regrets. Not only was the surgery un-
successful, but it was actually iatrogenic, causing irreparable physical @d
emotional harm. Hisham’s sperm count plummeted after the operation
and has never returned to normal. As a result, his only hope of producing
a child is through ICSL
When I met Hisham, he and Rana were trying the (
ICSI, carried out in secrecy from both of their families. Hisham told mhe
that he was not at all embarrassed about his fertility prleem. Rather;me
explained that feelings of empathy would lead the.relatwes to tﬁ;\:;;‘yﬂ i
~ intervene with long-distance phone calls. It was simply less stres

ir second cycle of
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both him and Rana i ili
tained a successful rg;tftl.l fhetr fmilics el
As educated, middle-cla i
Hisham and Rana realizedsihgiolfésssllociﬂlsdwuh ‘
E:zigr;ancy: Theif, first ICST attempt at a Lebagce)z Buaranice a iy
= Rxpenence, both m‘terpersonally and ph e-Tun clinie
Orrl1 % aga évere ffa;\r happier with the qualitypoglsclsil Y i Rana,
e border of high- i i o )
was much higher—%\};atﬁ;%? E)l(l;glasB (1)1 sl COSth:; : Q
leguch had. required Hisham to use hispclz'(e)csl‘ietdc;?dosrlzlﬂszlooo 3
I/mma?roy(\; 1fn a}}ot of del?t trying to make a baby,” I—Iisht.:rl;e %,
ik :rltedog er. I dgn t know if there are bad effects frOI:l);I])ﬁl
: eeling dizzy and vomiting. She was feelin
always sleepy. I don’t want to see her suffer this way.” ST
Hisham is thinking of returning to Syria if the Zurr t :
n.o.t successful. According to Hisham, ICSI is now widz.l cyacil bl
cities of Damascus, Aleppo, and Homs, but for onl one}-,t;‘l',id;a
an ICSI cycle in the UAE. Furthermore, in Syria heycan rel
and 151—1aws to take care of his beloved wife, Ralna who heyf
fergd for him. Hisham is full of love, respect an(,i empath
which he expressed throughout his interview. , a

Insha"Allah [God willing], she’ll get a baby. She’s sufferin
and I'm feeling pretty awful about it. She is trained as a ch
she. wo.rks long days as a secretary with a horrible commute
[ wish if she gets a baby, she can quit her job and maybe I
her mpther, one or two months, then my mother, just to tax
her. Like they can help her so that she can just sit, becauses
very active, and I'm afraid for her.

CSI OI;Ce th@hm
by

a science backgr

According to Hisham, he often volunteers to cook and do ho
cause they both work twelve-hour days, six days a week. Bu
3dz/1mant about carrying out what she perceives to be her do

It's really exhausting for her,” he said,”with lots of tension,
for nothing! We don’t have children, so it seems Jike all of thi
worth it.”

Never once did Hisham mention his own masculinity thro!
Foursg ‘of a two-hour, wide-ranging interview. He does not ¢or
infertility to be a problem of manhood; rather, it is @ proble. ‘
counts, with a now widely accepted medical solution of 1csl.
blame Hisham assigns is to the Syrian urologist who “fricke
undertaking a dangerous surgery.
) Furthgrmore, Hisham is not the only infertile man in his €
One of his close Syrian friends, Eyad, is also infertile, an

cessful ICSI pregnancy n

lives.

e did our be

THEORIZI

How

who appeared unconcerne
ity. Hisham, like Hamza, was a long-
for eleven years.
on ICSI quests undertaken with their
however, he had experience
Jectomy, and he was now very concerned about
harvesting might affect Rana’s current and future health. Embodiment—of
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i irati IVF clini¢,
ad led Hisham to the Emiratl
{CS1 with his wife. If necessary; poth Eyad and
yria to undergo future 1CSI cycles.
hat he and Rana will achieve a su¢
“No matter what happens, f}-hsh;rp
i her, and to God’s plan for thell
nd Rene 8 Commlt;iccess, this is God’s will,” Hisham concluded.

s if therel 1990 ]
gt Ste: and we'll say mash Allah [what God wills].

However, T

NG MASCULINITY

do we begin to analyze Hisham’s masculinity with few lf any clues
Hisham himself? Hisham was one of many infertile men in my study
d about the masculinity offects of male infertil-
term migrant, having lived in the UAE
Both men suffered from male infertility, leading them
beloved wives. In Hisham'’s case,
d the embodied suffering of a futile varicoce-
how hormones and egg

invasive surgeries and artificial hormonal medications—was what Hisham
Jamented most vociferously in his inferview:
Hisham's story is a fine exemplar of emergent masculinities—the term
that I have coined as a key conceptual trope fo understand new forms
of masculinity in interaction with new forms of medical technology.! My
concept of emergent masculinities has been inspired by my own ethno-
%aphlc findings, as well as the conceptual work of two social theorists, R.
e S:)hnrllell Zr;d ngmond Wghams, both of them influenced by the Marx-
sy :ta{ tonio Gramsdi. R W. Connell has been the world’s most
e refla authpnty on masc'uhnity. (Connell was“he” when formulating
At ”hegr:nulatmg hegemonic masculinity theory, but is now Raewyn. I
o 0 refer to his earlier work.) In Connell's case, he has applied
g ; notion Qf hegemony to a theory of masculinity.” In Williams's
B c’a = as examined processes of historical and cultural change, which
s“emergence.”?
Colr?n:;;ys \tr}lfw’ any ethnogra.phic study of masculinity must begin with
ol e{?ry of hegemonic masculinity. It has been incredibly influen-
s SClll inity research since the 1980s, and it has greatly influenced
L t‘;ar y wprk on Egyptian masculinity and sexuality* In this chapter,
Easter}; me notion of hegemonic masculinity to discourses about Middle
diatilH en, as brought to us through both scholarly and popular me-
-Tthen explore the theory’s utility—or lack thereof—for understanding
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someone like Hisham as a masculine subject
in the Middle Eastern region as a whole.J g

HeGEMONIC MASCULINITY

As the only social constructionist analytic developed
ing masculinity, hegemonic masculinity has bee
1985 introduction.® Drawing explicitly from fe

sociology, Connell sought to reconcile the lived real

men with the fact of men’s group dominance over w

ory sought to examine hierarchical inequality among
of masculinity to feminist insights on the social cc
and resist the dichotomy of structure versus the indi
temporary studies of gender and class.® To achieve:
used Gramsci’s concept of hegemony, a social mecha
various groups develop the “will to conform” with a
of being, thereby facilitating class-based domina
using hegemony to understand masculinity, schol
torical production of various masculinities, the wa
mediate the production of these masculinities, their .
ships, and the dialectical relationships between soci
ticed masculinities.? .
Connell defined hegemonic masculinity as the strafs
that legitimizes patriarchy in current, local practice
mulation, masculinity is shaped by, but not necessa
cultural ideals of manliness.’ Specifically, he argued
fully able to practice hegemonic masculinity, because 1t
particular social resources. Hegemonic masculinity thus
among men, making some men dominant over oth
men complicit with its practice as they aspire to act ot
idealized way of being manly."® Crucially, the theory Of“’ i
linity is about relationships—among men, between men &
between men and their ideas of other men. Connell argu
ity must be understood in terms of relationality and th:
within gender (i.e., between men) are based on the relat
genders (i.e., between men and women), relationships t
cal. However, the notion of hierarchy and competition @
is, for Connell, of cardinal importance. He argues, “We
nize the relations between different kinds of masculini
ance, dominance, and subordination. These relationship
through practices that exclude and include, that intimida
on.There is a gender politics within masculinity.”**
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HEGEMONIC

. o ie thus asso : t than
cuhmt?nlzrtehthmugh persuasion and consen
exists

force.”?

i with what I
Connell is equally concerned, if not more S0, V]
(0)

o inalized,™alternative,”
sgybordinated” (ak.a.”margin cites of these’
: i e of the oppo! .
Jinity, which embodlfes SO O it workinge
fributes. Connell points in P to those of the white
contrasting their experiences i

mtlain/ Jass in Euro-America. Because heger(ri\omc
et i it may lead to d
able for so many ordinary mer, I T

ieve normative expectations. Moreover, st

tcc;:fclited about their desire to achieve hegemonicn
they may perceive, critique, al}d protest asf oppressiV
fined“protest masculinity”as gpattern of mas
working-class settings, sometimes among eﬂ glait
which embodies the claim to power typical of re
linities in Western countries, but which lacks
institutional authority that underpins the region:
Clearly, masculinity cannot be isolated from
including the state, the workplace or Iabor al
cause masculinity is an aspect of institutions,
but related domains—namely, exercise of

intimate violence, leading some men to Vi
Class-based divisions of labor affect men’s ¢
income, leading some men to be margin:
gender informs systems of desire, influen
deemed desirable and the conditions w
cording to Connell, “masculinities as t
from sexuality, which is an essential ¢
gender.”14 4

_ Although Connell is most co
ties between forms of masculinity,



44 o CHAPTER 1

gemonic masculini ;
subaltern men resist to ty must be taken

tal subordinati
: on an |
the fo'rmailnon of hegemonic masculinity in ? emé’l:s
marginalization,” or a o

eci d
hegemonic and subordmlprocal brocess of maseulinj

‘ inate groups of men, Connell
. Co
S;:;n;;:l,rjssurrfs that hegemonic masculinity r:sril "
en; thus, he leaves no in hi

o » he room in his forms
Zybrzdzty, or t'he ways in which both dominant o
ppropriate diverse elements from various ma
forms of negotiation,16 3

o rireor:f at gomevyhat different angle, Mike Donaldson
o theoretlcgl overdetermination in the new
R e dorpmance of hegemonic masculinit

pe has led to its unfortunate reification. In his essz

monic Masculinity?” Do
? naldson portrays h
of conceptual cul-de-sac, s -

?C tcu;;uc;a.lly idealized form, it is both a personél
iy g llls the common sense about bread

SIve, anxiety-provoking, internally an
» and violent. It is pseudo-na

gh most benefit from it. Although cr

excl :
xcludes working-class and black men. It is a lived

an economic g
nd culty
ments. Tt is co ral force, and dependent 0

Fragile it may Illsetrgcte.d through difficult negotiatio
with. Resilient ir ut it constructs the most dangero

t . . . il
Pl V\/l}t1 !ncorporates its own critiques, but
& What can men do with jt?17

DonaldSO FIA
relevant: Ho£ ZS::%I question, although posed in Pla )
of quotidian pra cticeigi{monic masculinity translate, if at
Or Tesistance * HOw would we begin to study
Sociologist, Cgcl){nhﬁgemonic masculinity jf{l men’s Hvzs’
€l was fascinateq by the potential ©

what he has calle
* work, thereby

. tive sOC A
. e ionalizi ic masculinity b
P received n tionalizing hegemonic ity be-

HEGEMONIC MASCULINITY ¢ 45

d“ethnographic realism,”" discovered primarily through

; : it
id of life history research describc:zd in the precsdﬁli';%ogi?lazzm &
R onic masculinity within a globaluan. ' o
ot (o e beyond psychological and soc1ob101qg1ca1 portray:
m(;:/'l r;\ghe ?ound to be inherently ethnocentric. According to
g 1;hic accounts of masculinity“might lead to a compara-

of masculinity, ,A
Jinity capable of challenging many of our culture’s

Connell, ethnogra
iology of mascu

r, the difficulty of opera ! 2 AT
conl;[eos:“;?/;arent when the concept is applied to ethnographic data. While

‘ i count for masculine relationality, as well as
tflltﬁdt:iocir):rﬁfgsgir;i:/jeiob::vveen men, its ethnographic applications Of- ;
ten seem to reify specific masculinities as static manly types, W'thh hold
particular positions within a set social hxerarchyl. Namely, thtle plﬂgeoﬂho
ing of ethnographic participants as examples of ’hegemoms:’ or“sub
nated” males casts them as static subjects and serves to solidify the type
themselves. This obscures the lived reality of different forms of masculinil
as ever-changing social strategies enacted through practice. Actual me
performances of gender are constantly in flux and may change radj
their social and physical circumstances change.?

As a result, applications of hegemonic masculinity theory may.
unintended consequence of reducing masculinity to a typology; i
elucidating masculinity as a dynamic social practice. This essenti
of hegemonic masculinity precludes the study of change, internal i
and disjuncture in individual men’s enactments of manliness. Fo
the ethnographic portions of Connell’s own work use individual
hlStOl;ies to represent different types of masculinity, as if men’s '
hate in a particular sort of masculinity rather than moving hrc
variants.! This sort of application undoes the goal of the t
men as either normal or deviant in relationship to some fixe
el thereby hampering study of various masculinities’inter
and h1s.torica1 contingencies. When applied, then, the theo:
masculinity frequently obscures the very relationality, fluic
mism that it was developed to explain.

ffurther, because hegemonic masculinity theory is
SO.Clol.ogy more focused on structures and power than e:
I;hCE.itlons of hegemonic masculinity often fail to accour
odies and physical ways of being are constituted b 2
posﬁstrucmrahst gender theory demonstrates, the
i/t\}l’hli Integral to practices and understandings of
diffl e the theory of hegemonic masculinity can |
- erent men'’s relative social positions at a spe
It cannot account for individuals’ changing e
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over the individual life course. The socj
logical changes that occyr throughout
culinity in ever-changing ways. Thy
not only for hierarchical relationships among me
women but for the relationships between theg diffen '
man may embody and perfo

must attend to differences .
who act out recognizably different types of masculinity

amine and explain the nuanced ways of “being a man
practices that change over the life course. 2

al, physica],
aman’s life foy,

and power-laden rélaﬁ

REFORMULATING HeGeEmonic MascuLiNiTy THEO

Having listened carefully to these criticisms over the s
self argues, “If the concept proves still useful, it mus
contemporary terms.”? In his view, five major challe
must be taken into account. First, the concept of multiple
“hegemonic” and“subordinated”—has tended to Pprox
tic typology, instead of portraying a diverse field of m.
within particular social settings. Second, inconsistel
ties in usage of the concept have stripped hegemo:
intended historicity and applicability to the lives of re
not only differ across generation, social class, and cul
are subject to change over time. Third, the concept of
linity has been reified and associated with an“assembla;
Hegemonic masculinity is no longer seen as a“dominan
a negative trait complex, associated exclusively with m¢
tional, honnurturing, dispassionate, aggressive, violent;
Fourth, hegemonic masculinity is based on an unsatisf
masculine subject, leading to the loss of visibility and
men. Men may adopt hegemonic masculinity when it is d
may also distance themselves from it, resisting hegem
strategic moments over the life course., Finally, hegemon
portrayed as a self-contained, self-reproducing system in
model of gender relations, In such a portrayal, the hist
'gnored, such that patriarchy is left unchallenged.
' Ha\_fmg enumerated thege main criticisms, Connell poi
iﬁe";'f:g;etgs Corécept.of hegemonic masculinity reqlﬁ,fﬁ
the process oigse(?ci:lr hlebrarc.hy, s Beosrep n'qascuhn
regacil S hgm odiment, and the dynamics of ma
e macoer hierarchy, Connell notag thani s

as originally formulated in tandem wit
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4 ized feminin-
3 renamed “emphasized I€n it
d Whls};l:\;a:s;ﬁgetﬁcal relations oé n;:sugh;}ﬂ:ﬁe
e

der order.”” However, : o

7 gzgrch——that is, feminist :scl’tolal.‘Shf}:li by
Ia ip by men—the relationship b

f focus in hegemonic mMascuts ‘

on, according to Connell, and

¢ femininity,
. and which acl<nowlecl'§iC
I fernininities in a patriarcix
e f “separate spheres 2
i Od men’s studies scholars
wom:ﬁ; aomen soon dropped out 0
men

. ires correcti > :
. is omission require . ’ dies and to

Cuss}onli: T}:til(;' to reduce the isolation of men’s stu

serve ultim

A 2 y Of 5
dynamics to a variety
¢ male-female gender el
;he rel:: ?cfr?r?ellmand his colleague James W. Messcicchag
ems.

viti en occludes the practis

Focusing only on the gctm‘?ez Ifdfermamong N

women Tiiel Consm}fnv?lgr?leﬁ are central in many of the

ife-history researcn,

EZi;f;ulllt?;grymasculinities—as' mothers; a; schnzo i
friends, sexual partners, and wives; as Wor ell’lsasmﬂ;L
sion of labor; and so forth. The concept of emp i) >d
cused on compliance to patriarchy, and thlS is still highl
contemporary mass culture. Yet geim.ier IqeraICMes are ¢
by new configurations of women’s 1d.entlty and pra;
among younger women—which are increasingly a k
younger men. We consider that research on hege
now needs to give much closer attention to the“ ,
and to the historical interplay of femininities and n

//hegcmonl

Second, with regard to the geography of masculi
knowledges that change in locally specific constructic
masculinity has been an important theme of the em
research, along with the significance of transnationalism
tutions for local gender orders. Connell argues th
work is needed for analyzing empirically existing :
ties: local, constructed in face-to-face interactions
and organizations, and typically discovered thro
history research; regional, constructed at the le:
state, and typically found through demograp
of discursive research; and global, constructe:
long.-distance migration, multinational bus
evident in the emerei g research on masc

though Connell stresses the importance
gender orders, he seems most interested
Provide a“symbolic model” and”cultural fr:
Mulations of mascyline reality.

Third, Connel] argues for more wo

ar ways of representing and theorizir
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monic masculinity. Connell admits
more intimately, and more intricat
usually allowed.”?Yet, Connell js |

that bodies”am
ely in socia] prc
east specific i

' or residual indigenous Oriental-

o ”Self-‘zt:'/z?nzr:\y;hemselves.” Together, theseaig:ﬁ
: on of Middle Eastern hegemonic Mast

' al
might ca
ddle Eastern men and |
coproduccd a versi

: tht ‘Vt"
ism of Mi

gources have man is said to be a

other embodied social ph ; inity as follows: jcally masculine
; phenomena, including m, linity & L Fast, the hegemonically T : od, where
medical treatment, or the use of medical te l’;gn i In the Middse ;;aqm socialized into pa’mard\y during boyho he is still
g e D nd even his mother, although e

mily patria . e ;

2L te his sisters a ; he achieves pa-

he learns to dominate T males of the family. Eventually, he a eSS
subordinated by the Semc’rwn family when he reaches adulthood, marries,

.~ hal control over his own ! hoeh
:rl\adrcphn])dtxces offspring, espemally sonNs, Yvhohar; necessary i
uation of his lineage. Because he is a patriarch, e may exert his pov

authority over the women, Junior e antrif:fﬂfgrﬂiz;‘ Wtus ' at
coercion and even force. This is especially % el
Women who shame themselves through pe'rcewed' licenti 4w
multaneously shame their families. The family patriarch (or UL
must respond swiftly and definitively to defend the family honor
through honor killing of the offending female family membeﬂ
" monic male, he is supported in his exercise of power and violen
male relatives. o
These hegemonic males live in close proximity. This is b
life in the Middle East is said to be strictly patrilineal and patril
ing that kinship is defined through men and men alone, and
form extended family residences together with their wives ar
Within these patrilocal compounds, women who have ma
subordinated by men of the patrilineage, as well as by
sisters. This is because women buy into patriarchy.To rec
men in their natal families, they turn against in- i
form of intragender patriarchal rivalry.
Women who marry into the patriarchal, patrilinea
family are in an extremely vulnerable position. If they
band’s authority, they are at risk of an Islamic form
man need only utter his intentions without recou
ceedings. Hegemonic masculinity allows men
pghts liberally and freely. Marriage is not charac
1tis arranged by families, often for the purposes of

productive health technologies).

Finally, Connell urges attention to

: change
namics of masculinities,” 8%, 0}

which were i '
original formulation of hegemonic g::ci?rfil:yla%
change over the male life course, as determineli
search; change over time, particularly as the generation
become men; and change brought about by socia « "
womeq’s and gay protest movements, which ope‘ ﬂ
mocratizing gender relations over time. Accordin:
local and a broad societal level, the situations in
formed change over time. These changes call forth n
der relations (e.g., companionate marriage) and re
socially admired masculinity (e.g., the domestic p.
Victorian patriarch).” ;
Connell concludes by advocating for the “ren
masculinity, following these reformulations. The te
he.argues, but opened up to“new usages.”® In she
linity is a“traveling” concept, which acquires new m
to new problems and settings.

HEGEMONIC MAScULINITY—MIDDLE EASTERN. S

M(;gt of the empirical research on hegemonic mase
out in the West and Australia, the latter representing

garhest work on the role of men in Australian labo
0 we know about masc

. ulinities in other regions of :

th : Bt ] ] ‘ ; o :

eXe Xilddle East? How are ideas of masculinity conce : ?:;f - Without conjugal intimacy, men’s primary

a &id?jrllceg , challenged, and sometimes resisted? Is it faif ain with their own mothers. :
() iz Wi

'In this context of fragile marital bonds, he er
€njoy their rights to polygyny. Muslim men
Simultaneously, as long as they promise to
Mment demands hypervirility: The polygyno
Varlety but must be sexually potent to ‘I“

Co-wives, Furthermore, the Islamic manda

stern form o . b )
elements? f hegemonic masculinity

Here, T attempt to formulate a notion of “hegemo
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titude”
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Tribalism itse]fg rteqelgrgwln small tribeg OP;OCII_}I%HOUS Marrig,
\ S la o
madic pastoral labor but a]r sgoe ff)&lml.hes, not o ml;r}ofrom ‘ SWM,
tendencies toward violence and ;:;I}E;i'sraidin I the g, PeS
M are pe

aged, through tribal
struct
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manhood through their preachi

fatwas, or religi
4 glous procl i - A
e (permittedI; amations ou.thnmg which atti
th ’ or haram (prOhlbit d :
e faithful), seeki y ed). In the ummn
’ INg one’s own fortu h i
form of masculine liveli tunes through bazaa
e livelihood. Muslim
for Islam does not TNEN arc CHE
ot condone volunta
the Prophet Muhammad, who w. / penuryf,u? s
T : , as a success ‘
.Wlthm this context of Middle Eastern h me‘rch '
with each other f s €gemonic mas
M i er for economic and social success. The h
He fatkf ally competitive. He accumulates greater wealth
s ers more f:hlldren, especially sons, through his 1
pav “;Ofmen' He s perforce a heterosexual, as homosexu
rgnro esf orms of zina, or illicit sexuality in Islam. He demmo
5 r:—ic :{Vently than other men through his attendance
prz e app;argnc? (e.g, untrimmed beard and callouse
socﬁllg , and his willingness to take up arms in the na
i thy PO thr_ough his patriarchal control over of
hig Ofse in his family, his business, and his commu
witlfir s of hegemonic masculinity, he is @ force
a rajul (man) who is not only respected but also

ORIENTALISMS: NEW AND INDIGENOUS

rrI:;Sbl;):tgeCéfe;Ctnptlon of Middle Eastern hegemonic mas
sented to us ?n 3 concatenate a list of masculine traits
of Middle EastevarLous Western sources. Clearly; sucha
deeply vilifyt m hegemonic masculinity is extremely €

W ng—a“toxic trait list,” to use Connell’s OWH
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d in such stereotypic

. 14le East is rarely capture ‘
M uline caricature may,

i ic masc
e nts of this hegemonic |
gitrayale, o0 : 1in places, be “true” to the lives of some men. Rather,

os and in cert N Kdle East, 2 elsewhere, are plural, diverse, locally

ties in the I ; :
hita.tnrimllv contingent, socially constructed, arfd' Performed in
-areful empirical inspection. Yet, empiricism concern-

nhood has been the exception rather than the rule.
have allowed our perceptions of Middle.Eastern
men’s lives to be overwhelmed by recent media p'(){trayals of Taliban, al-
dea, Hamas, and Hizbullah religious zealots, suicide bombers, rutl'fless
di;tators‘, and petm»rich Gulf moguls. Such contgmporary rep'resent_ahons
of Middle Eastern men as medieval theocrats, violent barbar'lans, oil des:-
pots, and patriarchal oppressors are part of a much longer history of Ori-
entalism, through which the West has viewed the East with simultaneous
prurience, repugnance, and outright fear (figures 3-5).%

Post-9/11 representations of Middle Eastern masculinity bespeak a new
Orientalism replete in American popular culture. It can be found in the
political fear-mongering of presidential candidates such as John McCain,
who argued that“Islamic terrorism” (i.e., perpetrated mostly by men) is the
single worst threat facing American society. In the election battle between
McCain and Barack Obama, McCain supporter Gayle Quinnell claimed

linity in the

ry mascu
sy f eleme

at hm
masculini
Situn!vd,
ways that rec
ing; Middle Eastern ma
In the West at least, weé

|uirv care

s

&

E = i
Alf:tii 352?5 dl?;m;ge ;’f King Fahd bin Abdul Aziz Al Saud of Saudi

v re his death on A t 5
Images/Getty iy ugust 1, 2005. Thomas Hartwell/Time & Life




52 ' CHAPTER 1

FIGURE 5. e ' -
Media image of Hosni Mubarak, president of Egypt bef

resignation on F
Tt ebruary 11, 2011. Andreas Rentz/Getty Images

on camera

Afab-"Mchti ::,SGOP rally that she was scared of Obama D€

Sl enrtesponse:”No. No, ma’am. He's a decent &
pen to have some disagreements.”In John Mo

family man”

vilifiod in o mutually exclusive categories. That AfaD %

ica, where ”Araba”y regs(:ts th.e new post-September 11 lands
and “Muslim” are, indeed, deemed”indece
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e and Islamic commu=
er World Trade Center,
ing diatribes against Arab and Muslim men.
n Tea Party advocates, Obama’s own mldc.lle
as his Kenyan Muslim paternal origins, disqualify
aim to the presidency of the United States. The
a as a”Muslim terrorist plant”can only be

lamophobic renzy Over the building of a m(f)squ
lht‘]” ‘ :\m near Ground 7ero, the site of the form
.wed hate monger

has ren _ ;
right-wing America

For many
Hussein, as well

him from & Jegitimate cl
theories about Obam

\ely malevolent. ‘
/s case, he shares a third discredited status because heis black.

fuslims ("Arab/Muslims” for short) and black Americans
y white Americans, who regard Arab/Muslim and black
men in particular as dangerous, untrustworthy, and inherently violent (as

Muslims). The very possibility that Arab/Muslim

well as fanatical, if they are
and black men might be trustworthy, loving, law-abiding citizens—who

may want to conceive and nurture children as responsible father figures—
seems to have eluded both the media and popular imagination, leaving
deeply entrenched caricatures that are difficult to overcome.* These cari-
catures of Arab/Muslim and black men include notions of hypersexuality
and “h’\'pcrfc"rtility (e.g., Newt Gingrich’s descriptions of Obama’s father
Eflsta ‘L-uo tﬁnl.)al philanderer”).. Arab/Muslim men are seen as polygamous
st e e
e < lmf; arly, blac‘:k men are often poFtrayed as
partners (as well as s’ rgadi g&/fl%ng i e
The dangerous hp nlg e the'm) i
B oot el ypferxlllm ity of Arab men is the dominant theme of
RN arlequin Desert Romance” series, in which Middle East-
B Lon) V;ne?—typlcally hegemonic male “sheikhs”—abduct (usu-
ol e.srif_m women to remote desert harems, only to unleash,
. and?iﬂrevsl_:y/ these women'’s unbridled passions there. The books’
ity o xemphfxed in table 3—bespeak the themes of violence,
of agency, learns ? r,leven if the Western heroine, lacking any other form
s 2 ,this 0 love and de;sire her abuser. In short,“romance equals
B e groi-culture series destined for middle-aged American
o 3t benia r?en cast as hegemonic, villainous, sexual predators.
and the City 2 WEI;\? horrn, this new Orientalism is seen in the movie Sex
Deecit 8 lon ; ilI\r/\vas released in American theaters in summer 2010.
the four Americ % f Salon reviewer as “an Orientalist's wet dream,””’
Ch aﬂoﬁe—emba:;k emale protagonists—Carrie, Samantha, Miranda, a,nd
“the new NI Ea(;?”;n expense-paid trip to Abu Dhabi, idealized as
ese fourtmare i) Y the wealthy Emirati “sheikh” who hosts them.
Private jot, hanbt girls” are enthralled by the lavishness of the sheikh’s
port, the ﬂ;22 2 ite limousines waiting for them at the Abu Dhabi air-
,000-night penthouse suite in the sheikh’s desert hotel, and

name

(nnapn.n\
called insar

In Obamé
Both Arabs-qua M
are vilified by man
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TaBLE 3. Selected titles from the Harlequin
In the Enemy’s Embrace

Taken by the Sheikh

By the Sheikh's Command

The Sheikh’s Unsuitable Bride
Bedded by the Desert King

The Desert Prince’s Mistress
King of the Desert, Captive Bride
The Desert Sheikh's Captive Wife
The Sheikh'’s Unwilling Wife

The Desert King's Virgin Bride

”De

the four turbaned Indian manservants assigned to
women'’s whims and desires. However, outside this
her friends encounter the “real”Middle East, whick
in burqas and grim, oppressive men who cannot h
displays of sexuality. These range from strapless dr
beach, to the performance of fellatio on a water pipe
ally bursting with condoms. Because of Samantha’s We
“liberation,” the four women are kicked out of the hote
by an angry mob of bearded Arab men dressed in traditic
and headscarves. The women are “saved” by “oppressec
their black facial veils and abbayas. Once the “bur
women are shown to be wearing designer fashion:
men. As the Film Salon reviewer concludes, quite ap
only two broad colors to paint the Middle East: one
Eden for our blissfully ignorant protagonists to selfis
fary escape, and the other showing an oppressive dun
ntolerant men [who] cannot comprehend cleavage 0
Such Orientalizing, fearsome portrayals make n:
Mldqle Eastern men such ag Hisham or Hamza, who d
\eorization as tyrannical misogynists, desert lotharios,
o atare we to make of their masculinity? Is hegemonic
rastemstyle, always patriarchal, hyperviia\CHl
fanatica]? Are Hish Y5 Paltena ; yperffl ; dinated” 0
0 achieve ho S5 am and Hamza simply subordindteis
MOre repreg 8€Monic masculine ideals? Or are their Ii

entativ et oo e . e
1ddle Eqgt today?e 3 Mmasculinity as it is emerging in

O begin ¢ N3
Prelimiyin, gﬁfwer these questions, T would like to ma
S, baseq on my ethnographic fieldwo

| caricatures
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; ly retracted in

d, ther VIgOEORE VR S b o
Tm put forwaI'/ Hamza/w 3 .
5 'tlllwdtfvith men like H.ISham a{:\cc)l the aforementioned
City 2—19 ﬁl er”type,” and certainly nOtE mza are aware Of such
any paéhﬁeer,\ such as Hisham and I;Iﬂthrough their exposure
Sect;);es; of Middle Easﬁema;n izﬁl?igma’s vehement protesta-
vﬂlf)’mg stereO Western medla. €

ish-language

to English

i t that

s ; ant to point ou
not a terrorist!”) Yet, 1t 1 Vef%’rxli%r(:w_est K third meor-

tions: “But I amdamning portrayals emanate tves malke frequent reference

not all of these Middle Easterners themsivei o mentality,” in

tant point is thatt < 1 man” or“the Eastern

to indigenous no

. " i ta ’ o ; nes

jons of “the Orienta indigenous stereotypes
form of self-stereotypy: Itis Paﬂlyghﬁ o cf]l”residu&f indig-

a C;\)/Imdrgan:stem manhood—or what I woul

of Midale

that men such as Hisham and Flamza are rejecting,
" . 7__tha s
nous Orientalism . ‘ : ‘
2 oint that deserves (FL atte_ntlon rujula is used to desaibe“m"g?mg_
p iddle East, the Arabic term ruju : s e L
In the Middle East, the term rujula is articulated in conversatior
hood” or”masculinity. Wheq e 5 withs cet
(or rujuli in the Lebanese dialect), it ten i A aaoftEd o
hegemonic attributes, including t_gbahflirel; : notionsemoflg 'nmat!y eso,m_
> oppressiog E;Wﬁﬂgﬁ I]_:“.Ie(:s"’\c’:vr;:‘1e r;nen as “backward,” “old-fas
ingly critique : e
;ngd}’,’tradigonal.” In interviews, men oftex} 'too.k great pamst f
“modernity,” education,” and“culture,” critiquing the pas a% L
both men and women. Their comments on what tl.ney consi o
“Oriental” or “Eastern-style” rujula were often quite funny and ,7
one man remarked,

Viddle East’—t0 U

sex ﬂﬂd th(f
conform to

If you see on TV, or a video clip—I mean lf you see on .
or a video clip—when a man puts on the jallabiya [lje-f_;’
tional male robe], what do you see? The horse and the

that mentality, it’s an old, old mentality. Seriously! Nob
sword anymore!

A second man quipped,“Arab manliness and all that sort of
It's definitely still there, But for me, I take a wiser and bigger >

_ Another man, speaking about the masculine side effects
tility, explained to me,

You see, it's rujuli, the Oriental mentality. Most of the
men], they don't talk at all [about it]. They don't even
to see [if they are infertile]. So, if they don’t have chi
who can’t haye [them]. I think even the educate
With educated people—but they equate having
Man. So, when they go to have tests and s
of course, they will feel affected. But I have an
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Figure 7. Media image of a Hizbullah rally in Lebanon. Kaveh Kazemi/
Hulton Archive/Getty Images

a single hegemonic mold suggests that hegemonic masculinity requires
rethinking. In my own work, I have become less and less comfortable with
the concept of hegemonic masculinity as the best way of characterizing
Middle Eastern manhood. As we have seen, the term now carries with it
many negative connotations, or a“toxic trait list,” which, in the context of
the Middle East, condemns all men as oppressive patriarchs, polygamists,
r‘chgmus fanatics, and terrorists. In Connell’s own reassessment of the con-
(YLI‘PIL h:‘ points to al Qaeda as the only Middle Eastern example, calling it a
i:wt;\tt‘i i}:\r(l;io\s\l\]n"i»lsuﬂ‘inity”m"ld comparing it to white supremacist move-
W mt X l‘ulcd bt‘atos .(fngch 6 ). These kinds of examples from the
s HUH L‘”thoy Sunni or Shia “protest masculinities” (figure 7), are
fadead 'l'HllL Al(). lhs lives of most men.
B :H ilnltl]\(‘-ul" ls\i,] protest masculinity”to be found in the Middle East
the Slll‘t‘lls 4 'li\Lx lvu. <‘wt those ordinary men who, in January 2011, took to
Bolics bagl “?h?’_ Iag)./pt, and beyond to protest the dictatorial regimes,
Countries, Ag y, corruption, poverty, and unemployment in their home
s young men, they called for many things, including democ-

Fi
GURE 6, Media Ima

AFP/Getty Image; ge ot a rally by Al-Qaeda supporte

/\H Of I8t
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As thege - ﬂlni/t'n]l:-lngil}l to work at a decent wage, and the right to afford marriage
the anu: = YUoteg ¢ dami ife within thei 2 f X
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men and to other men—
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inity i Furthermore, a man’s

i sculinity in a former era. £t :
b Slg?\ionf rnrrllzy be a sign of poor fitness in one soc1et}f, 'but
e ty and well-being in another. In addition,

asculine prosperi z i 5
a marker (;i;“change over time, as they engage I physical labor or exer

: : ith attendant losses of

cise, gain or lose we}ght, pecor;\re\ c;ll; cc)>rrn grﬁzvezli g\lt e i
sights hea;ing, pgy:ilgzll Z;gac;lr/ges——and how they judge their health over
Eiicfifteoczfrizia};e important aspects of embodiment that deserve to be
g ' ir bodies : Do they play soccer?

What men do with their bodies is of equal concern: Do they play :
Do they dance? Do they overeat? Do they drink alcohol? Do they sm?)ke.
Do they sit in front of a computer all day at work? Do they masturbate? Do
they have sex with or without condoms? Do they go to the doctczr .w},\’en
feeling ill? These kinds of questions are often framed in terms of “risk” or
“risky behavior,” an epidemiological concept. However, the answers to
these questions are also tied to embodied masculinities. For example, in
the Middle East, many men smoke because this is what men are socialized
to do as men; smoking is equated with masculinity, whether or not itis per-
ceived as dangerous (and it often is not). Furthermore, as will be shown in
chapter 5, men in the Middle East are conflicted about masturbation, be-
cause of religious injunctions about appropriate versus inappropriate sex-
uality. Studying these bodily enactments of manhood, whether culturally
valorized or not, is a crucial subject for a new anthropology of masculinity.

Finally, emergent masculinities intersect with emergent health tech-
nologies. These technologies include pharmaceuticals, such as vitamins,
t?Stosterone, performance-enhancing drugs, antidepressants, insulin, an-
tihypertensives, antiretrovirals, erectile dysfunction treatments, and many
other forms of life-prolonging or life-enhancing medication. However,
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Infertilc

Subjectivities

- l’Rom,F,M,” SAID ZIAD
“1 AM THE

tes in an IVE clinic waiting room one day, I foun;l\
from two men who were chatting an‘}lably with eac
at most men are quiet and tense—

ng, given th quiet
erg, bidy—while waiting for their wives to emerge

the operating theater. Soon, one of the men left, leaving me a
from

+h the other man, whose appearance was not typical for Lebanon. He
wl

d long, dark haif, slicked back with shiny pomade in.to a p_onjrta-i]. i
Zic,o woi a gray striped suit with a black shirt and no tie, giving him the

appearance of either a fashion model or a mogul—it was hard to tell. The
man began re

ading my study advertisement placed on the waiting room
table, soon entering my phone number into his mobile. Detecting his

interest in the study, 1 introduced myself to him, asking if ht? wanteq to

participate. He agreed without hesitation, and we found a quiet spot in a

nearby ultrasound room. As soon as we were seated, he blurted out,“I'm
Ziad, and I am the problem.1would have called you if you hadn’t found me,
because I assume I am the only one in Lebanon with this problem.” With
little further prompting, he began to tell his story, which began with the
Lebanese civil war.

The only son of a Lebanese Greek Orthodox family, Ziad joined a Chris-
tian militia at the tender age of thirteen.”I will never forget the fear and the
stench of the B7 missiles I carried,” he told me, after asking for repeated
assurances that the interview was confidential. Ziad's militia involvement
interfered with his education, and like many young men of his generation,
he barely finished high school. Smart, handsome, and self-taught, Ziad
found a job in the men'’s fashion industry when the war ended. Begin-
ning as a salesman, he soon became a buyer, traveling monthly to Europe
on purchasing expeditions. There, he was exposed for the first time to the
‘(/)vlde worlq of Western sexuality. Ziad admitted that he engaged in numer-
u:sdozloer—lgggrlr:t stands, vs'rith at least three hundred women. Although he
cidertal il psr;)n occasion, he often (.led not. Thu§, he lived in fear of ac-

gnating a woman during one of his casual trysts. This was

While writing P 5

myself seated across o
other. This was surprisi
gometimes holding pray’
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this, she’s very hyper and
t
even though I'm the Onlys ressed. [ feg] the teng;

; ! sion
care about having children.guy e S I'lf;x:ll?r eforhﬁ:
Ziad paused, then added, g

Me, I only want kids “fifty-fifty.”
~fifty.” I'm mostly gos :
forlllmer mot'her,.fo.r my mother. I could easﬂ;’ ac(iiomg thls. for 9 wiy
really mention it in front of wamsotptfa chilg, bm"rmn’{
0 feel ,

. n. She’s smart P egnan, oy
me. But the people in Lebanon, the pressI;roes::j:
Hiey Spec

pressure her. They don’t pressur
¢ : e me because imi
me,“When will you have children?” i &

ing], insha’ Allah, insha’ Allah.”

Here in Lebanon, people live for other peopl k.
They live for other people. So the parents,pthtf rféi;?lini)orrst% e
ple can be gratified that you have a child. Other peopi -
conlcerped about having children than the couple themselv

\ [ m Just preoccupied about this for my wife, my parenté;'
wife’s parents. I feel sorry for my wife and our parents. Had

I'had this problem before age thirty, I would never hav
because I feel bad for my wife.

Leklf or the sake of Jinan, Ziad tries to remain hopeful. He tru

< xeselph}’smian, whom he describes as“very natural, very
=5 hzda hso er?couré.lged by Jinan’s pregnancy on the last
boys and P W.lsh,', Zla.d WOuld like to be the father of threg ch
anyonl Oni girl.“Definitely two boys so that one wouldn'®
Lebanz Sotr}11 ke his father. And definitely more than one¢ ild
if the 1 they think an only child is really pampered.”Accon

sixth ICST attempt fails, he has no choice but to try aga

MaLE INFERTILITY

Ziad’s T X
case ;fgrtr(\)ar{elib lf“us:t.r ative on many levels. He suffers from @it
ntertility, and this problem was first detected af

BC( ause male i (] y S NoO a Slble nledlc

"l} & i |
no idea that t] € 2 V11 , |
' ]y are mfel’tlle untl |

Sec Zi

Ut;g\;jr{ff]?? assumes that hijg infertili
: >rtile m 5 ]

dition acrogg thoel?/liadndci 50 does not realize the high prevalenc

e perose e Eastern regjon, Third, Ziad has never

Wh me?” .
Yy me? question. Without sophisticated DN
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; i ative. Fourth,
ale infertiliFy'rerr.\alcrllui;cirrl]cgtlz/hips:‘t‘ire of hisried
tioned his own r'nascufh}r:ilstyg);g‘,ious § wial encounters, This
orientation Lmq the .n.qcam'r;f :roblems of virility (.e., sexual P_Otenc}’)
he medicalization thels1§. O\;er

..l cause and a medical solution foOr
time, he has accepted bothba é?seecri:tcjngling his masculinity from what he
his infertility Pr‘)ble.m' s hy alth condition. Sixth, Ziad is pursuing ICSI
has now come to View 858 7 s more about his wife’s feelings and desires
mostly”for her”; that 15, 5 Cari rocreation. Seventh, even though Ziad is
for children than about hl? OV"]1 zmd is expected to continue his patriline,
e in'hlf ﬁaébﬁ %/atherhood. Happy in his successful career
heda(}i\r']snrt:\airrri\:;atz a beautiful, intelligent woman, he argues that havipg
igildr;n is more about pleasing other peop!e—especially the p}rlospecn;/e

andparents—than about fulfilling the desires of the man or the cgu;})ﬁf.
Finally, Ziad thinks of himself as part of a cquple{ he does not need chil-
dren to make his marriage, or his masculine identity, complete. i
Ziad's story is interesting in that it conveys a full range of masculine
responses to male infertility, including shifts in subjectivity over the course
of a man’s lifetime. In this chapter, we explore the infertile subjectivities of
other Middle Eastern men. Male infertility does not lead to an inevitable
crisis of masculinity. Rather, men in the Middle East live with their infertil-
}tg Slln a variety of ways, ways that have changed since the emergence of
_ To understand men’s infertile subjectivities, a few initial points about
infertility as a biomedical problem bear mentioning. A standard biomedi-
cal definition of infertility is the inability to conceive after twelve months
?f regular, unprotected intercourse.! By this definition then, infertility af-
Se(ffiarl?eoée thlan 15 percent of all reproductive-aged couples worldwide.*
s Lo r:a e factor.s contribute to more than half of all these cases.’ Yet
reSpOngsibE)h Icentage = rarély ac'knowledged, because women tend to bear
cause male t}’f‘ﬁ\./e.n l.f mlsattpbuted—for failures of reproduction.* Be-
ditrant to rm em.hty is often idiopathic, or of unknown cause, it is recal-
treat s Mali ?Xfentl.?n’ and among the most difficult forms of infertility to
can be eqpe E;tl 1t}; can be solved by ICSI, bu_t itis not a copdition that
tive health CoEdi:e' ;1 oth'er. words, male 1nfe@ty is a chronic reproduc-
eroaid ;ﬁn. or mllllor}s of men worldwide.® :
0 a diagnosis of a]"i’f categories of sperm defects, any one of which leads
thenozoospermia (ma < mfertlllty:.o.lzgozoospermuz (1on sperm count), as-
morphology) angoor sperm motility), teratozoospermia (defects Qf sperm
OOSPE’-rmial azoospermia (total ab§ence of sperm in the ejaculate).
may be either nonobstructive (due to lack of sperm produc-

.ases of M
uses of most cas€
ca

: : t into t
icnlwmm()n Fifth, Ziad has bough
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tion) or obstructive (due t
: o0 block i
of male infertility account for abages 0 pooum e

; out 4
Western countries. However, in the 1\,?1 é)sll:%nt of all infe
ast, 60-90

F(;esintl.n‘g to IVF centers involve a diagnosi
physician estimates.” Moreover, nonob tls Of.male i
pr_eva}ent in the Middle East, as are cases Soé'u e
mia (Le.., very low sperm count and po SeY?re 2
in the field of genetics, it is now realp W

. ized th ignifi
these kinds of severe cases are due to genetiacl:taallaSI
normal

was made by Ziad’s physici
_ ysicians. That male i ility“
a tl;em;z to which we return in chapter 4 ; mfertﬂlty
n short, male infertility is especi .
. pecially co in the
?tl;ltﬁ colr)nmon ?lsewhere, but this is n};t prg;;loatl;n ktnho
as been called a “neglected” re i
: : productive health :
tsl}[at remains deeply hidden, including in the West.” Sht
ates have shown male infertility to be among the m
a:ill male. health conditions.’ The depth of this stigma
eeper in non-Western settings, casting a permanent s
community standing.™ ;
tTSu.ch stigmatization is clearly related to issues of se
(li ity is popularly, although usually mistakenly, conflated
V\;e., erectile dysfunction), as both disrupt a man’s abili ‘
v‘o.r;\an_and to”prove one’s virility, paternity, and manho
: :: t1ty linkage” means that men who are infertile are assut
, even though most are not.”” In the Middle Eastern @

also be assumed to b :
; : el
Enre omosexual, as suggested by Ziad$

gm%r;ra& LLr:/tL]? more basic. level, male infertility casts’
4 o OXfordy.E(;full'teh tellingly, the first definition of
designating the 8 ish Dictionary (1993) is as follows: ™
dergo sexual re sex which can bege offspring; in OIANRE
etes (as sPermLprf)duch(m’ designating, pertaining t0: or protane
cal “malmcgg,,aitf’[‘f)a) that can fertilize female gametes (ova)-
production aper e acl ConatitutEa offspri
fertile Spermatg”matozoa, then male infertility, or the’
ties, with far-realc(;?' may come as a striking blow t0 men
The relatively %mgllmphcati(’ns for the construction Of %
rITale infertility ir; T;a I'but growing body of social scientif
kinds of effec e West suggests that male infertility

ts o /
vocatively titled“?hmen s gender identities. For example/!
e End of the Line: Infertile Men’s EXP

Unable to P
© Produce a Child,” Russel] Webb and Judith D?
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. fertile American men, where
15 According tO the authors,

e ; ilyre, useless, @ dud, in-
words and Phrasf\z 10111;;6 {Zéﬁfm e onice. to, Sl
o were unable to ’givetth;nr
_perceptions ore attempted to compensa e ‘01'

s ch o mert fo e ”’super jocks,”having At Wlt-l}
their feeling® © - Ives into their work- In another Amel:h

other women, 0% e that their male physicians attemptfzd to smog
can study, M TP e rring to their infertility as “shooting blanks”—
troubled waters by referth glan age, which left men feeling estranged
masculinist, €7EC - 1225 Bot}g\umgal/e infertility and its treatment have

¢ as resulting for some men in impaired se
functioning and dissatisfaction, m.arita'l f:om.municatlon al:‘d :ldlusgnenf
problems, interpersonal relationship difficulties, fmd. emotion ?nu\fl::lly
chological distress.'® In one of the few recent qualitative studies of infertile
American men who eventually discontinued ICSI, researchers found that
infertility threatened men’s masculinity, in part because husbands Yvere
teased for being infertile, while their wives were pitied." Men sometimes
responded by casting blame on their wives, arguing that this was justified,
because”it’s different for men”to be infertile than for women.

It is very much an empirical question whether the effects of male in-
fertility on men’s sense of masculinity are culturally invariant; the topic
has been even less researched in non-Western sites.?® The few compara-
tive studies tend to come from Israel, more Western than Middle Eastern
in some ways. There, a handful of scholars have examined the impact of
infertility treatment and especially donor insemination on masculinity.? In
?)rfli Isgaeh study, infertile men were found to experience a profound sense
ana{“Si:rrassinent and anomie in clinical treatment settings.* Poor SEMER
ure.yFurtrssu ts were usually taken by men as indications of personal fail-
B anmﬁzmore, infertile men felt as if they were expected to compete
B bl .Cfa{nan, the sperm donor, who could easily substitute for them
W dg‘fusepiotge:lqltor. Tk}lus, the authors suggested that infertility may
cule”if their in e;)t {{ mlr)\pact on men, who may become a“target of ridi-
Istael study, 8 ility becomes known to family and ﬁ?ends.” In anotihen :
masculinity . onceptual link . . . between dysfunctional sperm, failed
Presenting with ;}r:ll?otgnce in sexua-l mterc.ox.use” was found among men

Thisge ¥ eir wives to Israeli IVF clinics.?*
logical impac‘;ecfe“t review of published scholarship on the sociopsych
MOst recent St\?d.m ale m?emhty shows mixed results. 2 On the on
then it is fop et confirm that infertility is more distressing for

men. Women invest more in having children, are more li
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to initiate ang continue tre
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fertility.”28 Foy example, studje
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%aintances that thse UtF})]fO QOd-"SOmetimes women SUgEEREE
omen oftep, ex laiy demf’elves were seeking treatment for n
and loyalty, {()WFi ’ne that they“covered”for their husbands out
amilia] ang m, riivltrl S0me women also said that they feared the pot
Y Egyptian s? gf’nsequgnws of exposing their husbands’
idd] Aast\sl:l '¢s—and the avajlable demographic evid
'eProductive jp, ggeit the existence of what I would calld
nities are expo, Peratiye, Namely, men living in Middle E
Pected to have children, as reflected in the relative

Hage and fory:
: lhty rateg ”
social powyer o across the region.” Men are presume

i 'n t < 1~ .

Patriarchy, patrilin 25 C1§351C Middle Eastern family struc
eSpecially gop e 12 atrlloca1~t11roug}1 the reproduction 0f 0%
dat selving IOHVICIH PeTPetuate this social structure into HEHs
co iddle Eastern families also involves € i
With ady, Whereby men assume patriarch
0 Of Offgpyipy 18 38€ and authority but thEOUg.

o they nurture but also domit
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world, men who do not become faIll;l—
h physical and, ultimately, social reprodl.lctlon may be
b %and may be encouraged to divorce or tak.e
he patrilineage and to prove their

i is regi >f the
trol. Thus, IN this region ¢
con
ily }‘«ltl'mn'h% lhmug -
Ii .med weak and ineffective, e
(;llmnn 2] wives in order to contin
adc é

uline virility:> oo S i
masculine virility productive imperative is said to engender homosocial

T sculine re : f2Ts =

This _I;,]‘:: ;theen Middle Eastern men in the realms of virility and fer
> ( ’ 3 -

e h, as noted earlier, are typically conflated.”® According to Lahou

cine Ouzgane, a scholar of cont'er.np?'rary Arabic literature, Vit;ili}t;y erne_'rge:s

. the “essence of Arab masculinity”in the n_ovels of some of the region’s
Zjost eminent writers, with men in these stories both distinguishing t_hem~
selves, and being distinguished from other men, through the fathering of
children, and especially sons.” If this is, in fact, the case, as much of the
literature from this region suggests, then the experience of male infertility
for a Middle Eastern man can only be imagined as extremely threatening
and emasculating,** particularly in a region of the world where men work
hard to sustain their public images as“powerful, virile” patriarchs.*!

The word imagined is significant. As noted earlier, one of the only schol-
arly books on Middle Eastern masculinity is titled Imagined Masculinities
tosignal how little is actually known about male identity and culture in the
modern Middle East.*? Male infertility is part of what I would call a Middle
Eastern masculine “black pox”- literally nothing is known about male infer-
tility and masculinity, except for what I haye discovered through my own
research over the past two decades.
iy ‘i/;/}r]l?t};aevc:sfoylnd? The most important discovery is that male infertil-
O izr}:l 1y a cp;ls of mascul{mty. _A.lthough some men feel that
Sociation, Sopus merrln\:\f:; ; id by male infertility, othe.rs deny any such as-
lemns, — i o talk at length about their reproductive prob-
never having childuesy v(\); IJfllot. Some men are devast.ated by the thought of

range g ereaS.OthIG‘I.? do. not care if they ever become fa-

o8 ; Infertile sub]ectl_vmes 1s not expected but suggests that
Some men [ik ng‘:;ggg 1 @ variety of forms in the Middle East today.
€ginning to question the masculine reproductive

IMperatjye itself :
happy Jife. » feassessing whether fatherhood is always the route to a

comf
tility, whic

NONRESPONSE

Ziad Was
Was algq uprifls‘salfﬁ ot t.ypical in his questioning of fatherhood. And he
is Teproductive aydWﬂhng to participate in my study and to talk about
fid sexual problems quite openly and eloquently. Many
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other men were not. Requests to
Lebanon yielded responses ranging from dj
untarism. If the willingness of Zjad repreSerff Cctl I
tory spectrum, then the refusal of many Othe: one ep
extreme. Most men were somewhere in bemeet:en :
with some reticence. g
What do refusals and reticence mean in a study of M
infertility? Are they an indicator of the profound . b
fertility in this region of the world? Perhaps, but n

may be many reasons for what Mike Lloyd has c
studies of men and infertility.”*

Participate jn

Lloyd is one of the few ethnographers to study thy
male infertility directly. In his own study conducted
Zealand, Lloyd hoped to interview thirty infertile m
atively small number proved difficult to attain.”4 Us
and nonclinical networks, Lloyd was eventually able
interviews over ten months’ time, keeping track of re
He claimed a nonresponse rate of 48 percent—"“thati
agreed to talk to me, there was one man that refused.
als led Lloyd, a sociologist, to examine nonrespons
studies of male infertility. Of the eight social scient
fertility, all of which were undertaken in Western co
was a recurring theme. Lloyd surmised that“resear
rienced great difficulty in gaining male respondents
ity.”# Furthermore, in the absence of documentary
men refuse, researchers have applied their own commc
derstandings, usually pointing to the”sensitivity,””ﬁl”veﬁf
male infertility. Lloyd concludes that infertile mens It
demned to be meaningful”: namely, men may have Si
participating in male infertility studies (e.g., to0 bu,sya,
researchers attribute psychosocial causes to men's f€
humiliation). As a result, the “truth of infertility”in me&
understood.?”

Although I have been studying infertility in the
years, I had never encountered this issue of NoNrespe
working with men. Never once did a woman refuse
earlier studies of female infertility in Egypt. From the
ers to the wealthiest Egyptian movie stars, most WOm€!
to me about their reproductive, sexual, and marital 1i
began my study of male infertility in Lebanon in 20
surprised by men’s reluctance. On any given day, oné
men declined to meet with me, even after careful descti
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 dentiality. On the basis of men

. d varied.
ultiple an
‘tg guaran | seemed M iy der
.. of the study s gh; reasons for ‘efu?as- pragmatics, politics, 81
fits 0 ents at the nmi‘t, five major categorie é,culaﬁon' ings
gtaterm w fell intO and ema 5 linic settings,
Generallyy NV L1 tened emotionS e oy rushed inIVE amples,
salizations NEB. 1011, men often eh Joctors, provide semexn 5 Psu
§0Clé agmat 4 et wit ' £ to wives, usu-
On the pra% expected to M€ d emotional succo
- were nd em! had long
. they were de physxcal a e men also
where - \ﬂd prOVl kdays. Som . 7 \was
A aents, @ ; usy wor time” Wi
make p;‘;\‘? midst of their own 3 azonal borders. “Not enough
a“,\,' in tNE y 1 1T0SS

ted men’s
: d probably reflec 3
for men's fetf;\":alla:;\ ofp time to conduct a tho?
matic assessments ahatis n days when men spent hours 1
honest PRETCR 1 the other hand: OF T0 4 1CS] operations, T8
gugh interViEW: = ©_ 1o their wives COmIp e o one
linic waiting areas W traints appeared disinge ot <
ted time constr A banon. 1 began my I
e pu1rp0‘rntervened in my study I K a?he United States invaded
e 50 1 -
Poh.ncs als 2003, only two months be'quf'3 i American-
there in January = ~% ~y "¢ eightened PO
i Vet tgls I')’:;flsorr\e men openly expressing th: dlspc}g'm'c which
s was noted, with ¢ R iddle East. In oné % !
lt‘t(: United States and its Pohcﬁizglug;??was clearly not welcmfne e
catered to many m.embers olf1 virtuallsll every Lebanese and Synan
ing March and April 2003, WREE FX B0 dy. Quite ironically, OMee
who was asked refused to Pafm_:lp.a : ¥n lished” in early April 2003,
George W. Bush announced mission acco e‘tl))bed somewhat, and my in-
the bad feelings toward the UmFed Stat:sHowever my field notes from
terviews at that clinic resumed in May: member of the mostly
%)) : : tual discomfort. One me i
that clinic are filled with perpe : b upset at America. An-
Shia Muslim clinical staff told me, “All Arabs :linlgious Shia men at that
other stated bluntly,“You can’t force people .to : th Hizbullah, were often
clinic, some of whom were presumably a]hec_l b 3 g’ender,f" For
reluctant to meet with me because of my na‘monahty anunﬁ%f 1 talk to her,
example, one man refused quite appreh.e'nSIVdY by St:h d%fﬂl e
I'll end up in prison!”In short, the politics of rgsear : agnearby o
particularly when it was my country that was going t0 war]fm e glzmgfdf
nation—clearly led to many refusals. I often ft?unfl% myse}\gfhi i
my Americanness, introducing myself as being from Es s pts
than”from Amrika.” Having said that, some men made genero B
le, one man who
to put me at ease as an American researcher. For examp:e,

agreed to talk to me stated,”Politics is politics.This has nothing to do with
your study.”

the mos C

Many of these infertile men’s wives were more S‘{Ppor!j‘{e Gf;sswveﬁﬁg ‘
Wwanting their husbands to talk to me. Women's relah\{e wgfhngnde’r»ﬁﬂ' o
men’s relative reluctance to respond is clearly a reflection of gender: 8
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g , indic i i
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rviews, and generally

ing inte
omewhat reserved during ably from a“weath-

um
. reported ages (pres -
an thctll»r]e VF\)rar, too much sun, and i‘\eavy smol:g:ngl)_
il iews with many men in this study, pa :
4 the interviews progressed,

: ning up as :
tartEoie gfo};thcoming and animated than

Led, were S
h older th
‘r.ttributablc

carely laus!
Jooked muct
e’ uﬁcd
oring € ¢ res
E\lth}““gh [ enjoyed m 2
larly after some ()f ::é;nt() be much less : for their loqua_
fiound llcbanlhjtttcr of whom are known within the reglog O:;erve made it
Bgyptians th:i :()()d humor. Perhaps this tendencyi N d potentiall
e anIt fbr Lebanese men to admit deeply personal and po .
(0)

more difficult fO! line inadequacy, leading to refusals. i1
humiliating feelings of mascu . I—igl(flits to privacy, stating that “this is

. . men invoked thei ; ; IVF i
Plerliililr%gbc(gggdential.”As I had learned in my previous study of 2
som

: ili SI were deemed “top secret,” to be held
By pt’f%Othc?SLi‘;r;?;t:lgjgz aﬁd their physician.”® When I encountered
]tri\ig‘:: slarfiz secrecy CONCerns years later in Lebanon, most 'Of.tht'? IVE phy-
sicians and clinic staff members chalked this up to mascu]inlty 1ss:ues-—or
the“sensitivity” that Middle Eastern men feel about revealing their.repro-
ductive problems to anyone, including a Western researcher. Ac'idmonally,
in Lebanon, some men were using donor sperm or oocytes, which may be
forbidden in their religions.

I'suspect that male infertility is, on some level for some Middle Eastern
men, deeply humiliating—something to be hidden rather than revealed. In
fact, when I first arrived at a Lebanese IVF clinic and explained my study
to the staff members, a nurse predicted bluntly that my study would“never
succeed” because of the stigma and secrecy surrounding this topic. She
described how couples with infertile husbands tried to “hide from each
other” in the recovery rooms and would sometimes stay there for hours
if they saw an acquaintance who might expose their secret to the outside
‘C'\(’)(;;lzl.tAlthough her prediction about my study’s inherent failure did not
IVE Clir?icpaSSI :er pomnt was well taken. At least some men in Lebanese
e asculatsigroTibly refused to speak to me out of feelings of stigma and
weho felt 1easr;-d' ose who did agree to participate were probably the ones
oF emasmlaﬁo;rr::}Sh;-d b’y their infertility, or who had overcome fee]iizlgs
{0 me at great lén lkr: 11>ad s case. Qne such man, who ended up speak‘liig
Problems sat i thgt about both hi_s war traumas and his male infertility
his b e ;3 waiting room with me one day an.d commented under
their faceg o ame men feel here; you can see it when you look in

€Yes, and no one speaks to each other. The doctors make it

Worse b comi - . 5
o Secr};cy_?mg and whispering to the patients. It reinforces the shame

Ind i
o :s;itfelqulng back on my research—including the hundreds of hours
men—{ foct N uncomfortable waiting areas with quiet, morose, infertile
quite lucky and grateful. Somehow, more than three hundred
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men agreed to speak with me, a f

In my own attempt to speak truthaCtt that [

follows is my assessment of how m
masculinity, and how men’s infertile

O thejr infery
ale infer; 4
Subjectivitieg gy gt

" - /4 ~
WEAK” SPERM AND EMASCULATION

classification may be S isclassificatiop

infertility problem. On the other hand, misclassification
pf me.n"s emasculation and what [VE physicians call m?rll
mfefahty problems. Over the years, I have heard numero
fert.ﬂe Middle Eastern men refusing to go to doctors, pre
their fertility through marriage to a second wife. Hox:vre)ver
spread advent of semen analysis across the Middle Eastern
past three to four decades, resort to polygyny is no longer
current generation of reproductive-aged men. Nonethel
some men still refuse to go for semen analysis or bribe labe
cians for falsely inflated reports. Although I cannot verify wk
Patterns of male resistance are widespread, I did find instanc
'n my study with severe sperm abnormalities attempted f
serlousness of their infertility. Furthermore, I met some
and infertile, who attempted to distance themselves from
1ty problems altogether, by insisting that“nothing was w
par/t\ner, despite clear medical evidence to the contrary.
: masnfloé(:)di Cafrlier, male infertility is not a problem that
W :(}(’W (t)}: fhc r.cE)roductivc impairment is u_SUauy
most men Afirs"t Ios bm]fn .S h.or.m on(.f-'p rodusis pmuta%’}’
Only then d(;cs 1;1”]] .0. t,hm.r.mfemhty upon postmarital e
o t.'ormdqi' 1nfer_t|hty'bcc'ome a prob'lem for m
had this problem peforr < amily life. Or, as Ziad putii
feel baq for my wife ”‘/)\“ i thlffy, would ne
his life in [,aip, b nother .Lebanese-born man, WhOh.
merica, described the effects of male infeftilt

den problem, Dtk
re both Arab and
tence, ang it can

This is a hig
cially if yoy
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Ing to Impo

Latino! It can affect your 4
affect your marriage. You st
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i
because you can’t give

an . 5
u as less than a marl, and your relationship.

elf-esteem D
masculation stems from the fertility-

i d to de-
de clear in the language use
eence in Arabic. In what I would call

i s

ili d female) is referred to a

- »iofertility (both male an : :

“piomedical AZP 'mf: u:eyd interchangeably to denote erf:ctﬂe d}is
o ReiliE is even more apparent in ?opu ar
h male infertility and erectile dys-

rtner views YO

na y
: | So it can damage your

if your P

her @ chilc

{ by this excerpt, €
v/ . a

linkage, a linkage thatc;s.rrr?p()t

age, g :
ribe both male infertility an
SC

\s suggeste

virility

m
‘aqam, a term SOTHE i [ e
g tion. This fertility vmhty' lmkag :
P Arabic. Almost invariably, bo

spoken , referred to as da’f, or"weakness,”witl'\ both sperm lfmd erilci:
function xlfv( 'f‘ﬂ‘”cd o dﬂll.f; or “weak.” Sometimes, men who ?re -
k. M‘imh i'r:fvrtilc are confused, because they have never experience

E dﬁdit’ﬁculties, and they conflate the two problems in their own

any sexual i
r]ninds. Doctors themselves use the language of weakness when describ

ing both of these problems to their male 'patiep?s. In fact, I:'\;’.VlFan%uagse
of weakness suffuses the Middle Eastern infertility fe,?lm' I c f“ 2
both physicians and patients speak of “weak sperm, weak e]ac':ula,'flon,
“weak erections,”“weak periods,”“weak ovaries,”“weak ovulation, .and
“weak embryos.” Not surprisingly, this language of weakness bleeds into
personhood, with both infertile men and women sometimes describing
themselves as ana da’if, or”I am weak.” Men sometimes admit to feeling
“weak”or"useless.”They also worry that they may pass on their weakness
to their male offspring.

This language of masculine weakness was less apparent in my 2003
Lebanese study than it was in Egypt in the 1980s and 1990s. This is largely
becquse of detailed laboratory semen analysis methods, which are carried
outin all IVE clinics, as well as in andrology laboratories across the region.
Yr\glkl)lli malfe mferﬁlity is defined outside IVF clinic walls by the perceived
- atr}:io fa rr';an to impregnate his wife, this definition changes radically
. mzl eftlfe man sets foo‘t In an IVF clinic, where a differentiated no-
in clinicg] Se g‘ ertility comes into play. The concept of “severity”is applied
fertility Speitrtlngs,jl}l: order to locate the male patient along a graded in-
B Spermr:étﬁeroggfh the microscope in the IVF laboratory, experts
into 5 plastie il ved from semen—semen that is gsually masturbated
ticles, The Spernfare sometimes surgically removed dugctly from the tes-
WaShing Separated from semen through various spinning and

techniques, then i .
0 / graded and quantified on th
fer_nhfy-relate factors, TRIRN q d o e basis of numerous

> a fertile man should have
'er of ejaculate (although th

1on by the World Health
Permatozoa should be m,

e number has recently been reduced to
Qrganlzaﬁon); more than 50 percent of
otile, or moving (although 40 percent was

Ose g
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previously accepted as a cutoff point) d
; an More
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7 s over time. In my study in Lg}o—
ys becg m:rils)eetr}r:;iia;/;z/rm counts—and oftelft'rr}onhtg
o e‘Ss as well—with some degree of specificity an
rcegtagzut men’s tahlil bizri (analysis of s.perm), r;fen

i E(qe«.;u?:h as:“The first time after marriage, it watlsg 5, ;
: rvgpombl t ok medicine and it increased to 5‘ mxlhor:l. j r :
¢ Bméﬁ :nillion, but only 20 percent motihty,”or. I've 1:)3 t
m tests more thaﬁ ten times.The most recent was about 70 million, bu

”
.ment was only 8 percent. : :

. 1: ;::n had a great deal to say about thgu semen analy:ses f’IXo e>;—

5(:1 of detailed”sperm talk” are representative of these kinds of discu

man told me,

Most infertile M
n, nh\n\' men C
hology P€

When [ as

00,

in both Syria and Lebanon. Maybe 100!
then 28 million after the ampicillin,
then 8 million sometimes, then 20
million, then 4 million, the minimum, one time only. The last time, it
was 25 million, here at the hospital. But 75 percent are dead after one
hour. Only 10 percent are active, and 5 percent are abnormal.

A second man, a Palestinian high school biology teacher, also had much
to say about his“numbers,”

Every year, I make two or three tests. But when [ made a sperm testone
year after marriage, the first time, it was 45 million, 30 percent active, 20
percent normal. The doctor said,“”No problem.”But there is a problem.
And he didn’t even mention that there is a problem. He didn’t inform
me accurately about the result. Every time, the activity is less than 40
Eercent, sometimes only 5 percent, or normally 5 to10 percent. NowI
htc\)ﬁw;)hat this is a problem. My knowledge now tells me that 60 mil-
Sho{ﬂd br;etrkclent active, and 60 percent normal [morphology]—these
Lot oo ee numbers, and my numbers are always lower. Here, the
2 pefc ;rrl? test], one month ago, my count was 45 million, act:
, and normal was 20 percent.

I've had a lot of sperm tests,
t was 25 million the first time,
then 10 million, then 12 million,

Despi i ;
emph?;;;z :E;St ”rhetonc of" numbers and percentages, it is imp
S o, e weiakness dominates men’s vocabulary. Male il
b dovbti ni)n y glqssed as“weakness,”and men like Ziad may
condition 1. asculinity, even if they feel they are not to b
T My interviews, men would occasionally relay how th

Cry of male infertils
il eXamplec;r:t1hty had caused surprise, demorahzaﬁgmm !

EL]AS. I
2 " was ve i ; ) e
it like this 1y devastated in the beginning—as a man.

everywhere, but here in Lebanon, here yo
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a baby straight away. 5o it took m
not the sperm that makes yoy g
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MAHMOUD‘: Even before marriage | wanted‘lgus
masculinity was affected. Ah, yes! In g]] fd
has a child, and especially if jt’s 5 boy, th(;s",’:}“1

© Some timgq
man,

SAMIR: Sometimes [ do,Id

' 0 ask this question “
like other men?” But I” - 4

m a believer in God,
50 many medications, so many treatments, An
SII.lCe 1993, when I started to see doctors, this
guilt toward my wife. She wants to have a bal
vyasn’t as much like her, I wasn’t wanting a chi:l
I'm starting to think about this, I love kids, ye
the future, they will take care of my wife and

0 was attempting with his wife to make a th
son aft.er.the birth of two daughters), described t
masculinity and male infertility this way,

Manhood. It’s really an important factor in $0

pediatrician. The first thing people ask for at the
f}k::zk the [male] baby’s reproductive organs.
4 therst rqloment of life if [the child has] normal
) y wi have.a normal sexual life, It's about
a strong feeling. And ivs a deficiency if you

I do think )
secret lili]ndp(ffo ple feel this. I would assume th

thing, male infertilj /
about thj ; 4 _l'n ertility. In my Owr
morpholosg}[f]gS male infertility problem, involvin

Y wife doesn’t wa e to
here [to the IVE dlinic] in st e nt anyon :

As s (]
sidered bye:cr, from all of these men’s statements, m
CIety to be a threat 1o manhood. Th
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58 Male infertility i still

ion in public.

eveal their condition N ;:\ men’s nonresponse e n’g
o reluct nt to T s suggested by m W§;10 agreed to be interviewed.
hrouded in se fsciféhe responses of men e formation was confi-
zwdy as well Steg multiple assurancesbth:ape —ecorded (and potentially
f t be - ; oo

n often wan s and would N0 the first to kno
giential - anOHISOO;escribed ol : vaas aercr:‘r?;?were explained to

”Ieaked”)‘T.hey afh' problems.These desires for A

pout thelr lniegllnrtiztian engineer, in the following W Yy .

g Lebanese men, this Problem [male mfertlhty] e

: : i lated to my ‘
1 hink tha % be sometimes, 1 say something Ie,, i

their manhoccl) d'el(\)/gg say, “Oof! How can you say that? '];:hhey ﬁi
problem, and P ¢ personal things. They are shy; they don't

. tain secrecy abou LA
ti?(rr;??;fll?hfeir problems to other people. I know sorx:tgotg gkﬁl;; e
L ;roblem like me [male infertility], but he never said so. If forced,

he would say it was a problem with his w1fe: He told l:I;ne,t m;ﬂ%
knows I don't have children and he was asking me a ;1):0 : hg‘g;%
the hospital, and I told him he shoul‘d. see my dOFtOIl; s0. do e
obliged to tell me he had male infertility. I told l’)]m, I nee ;Qalm
your problem to tell you which doctor to go to!”But, in gen
sonal problems stay in the family. i

Having said this, secrecy is not universal. In my study, men
wide variety of communication patterns, ranging from complete cor
ment to full disclosure. A significant number of men had consul edr
and relatives in order to obtain treatment advice and the nam
infertility specialists. In some families, close relatives took an
active role by escorting the couple to the clinic, donating mon
ment, or caring for the wife after an ICSI cycle was completed. ¢
preferred to avoid such intimate sharing of their cases ,and,
communication with family members. They explained to pare
lings that they were “receiving treatment” but did not dlvulgélgl
or technical details. &
th:t i\;}rt, men in the Middle East invest considerable
oo and to what extent, to share information about
o/ its t.reatrr.lgnt within their social circles. Wi

U male infertility becomes a problem of impre

one should attempt to“pass for n

lame for childlessness on an o
men are open about their infertilit
n blamed for the childlessn n

=g

itly Placing the 1
act that so feyy
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However, in the past dec
this injustice, viewing it as inherent]
fertile men in my study were like Ziz
outset of the interview in order to clear hig wi
[ asked infertile men about their wives’lfS W}f.e ki
ma fii shi abadan, or“there is nothing gt alell'r'tﬂlty' o
lines, infertile men would som s

eti ;
when I asked them if they had evI:res respond ygjj

Middle Eastern men are claiming o Impregnated g

3 ¢ 144 ir infe ili
for their wives courtesy stigmatizati rtility, wi

. ; on,”® was
interviews. Amin, the engineer quot R
o e ed ea e
subject, 1 tlier, had the py

ade, some inferila .

unfair and
d, Who Ilclajm A

The first time I had my results, T didn‘ expect to
this, and I didn’t expect that it couldn’t have a ‘s
hard for me, not because I have the problem, but
tion is not clear. If I have a problem, T want to ,s'o“' :
solution! But I've passed this way of thinking. I ¢ .
with this problem. It’s not my fault, and it’s not
wife]. So, we just took it easy. It wasn't a big sho
how, I was prepared. I suggested to Yusra that
from me. I don’t know, but I didn't take it as a p
Eor me, it’s, it’s not the”proof” [of manhood]. An
ing like this. Because women get more pressure,
because they don’t think this problem is from t
ihe is the problem. This is bad. Even my parent:
Oh, no! Not possible.”But I said,”If you want pro*é)
They didn't want to believe that their son had a
the whole family focused on her, When we got m
EO the”hotel, two days afterward, she met my aunt, Wi
Oh?”[are you pregnant?] Not like this, in only two daj

O . . |
wivezher Crlnen talked about similar undue pressure
»and on Middle Eastern women more generally:

Morl;seT/:ZA}:‘ Of course there’s pressure. My mother an
son, if haevg rc: ildren—more than I'm wanting, in f
married, Ang f}:md and he doesn't have children, 1
have children SE Pressure is a ot on the woman. Its]

1ot to her, So {0 e’ll die, because motherhood to I

e percent of the pressure is on the man;

nd thj ot make a child The women, they're d€
COmpletely Wrong‘ 3 3
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i itted

injusti s being commItE
at a grave gender m]u:ltlcee gv?his g fder e
: i i p Although i as based on women’s
T}l;mcthing new gypt, MY analytical frarll}efw i s
oy by wqu m1 med for their husbands’in ertl. hfeminist s =
Faories of el 0 -sed to find men making : &

{ storie s truly Surprises -« to remove the Jaght, or"pressu
i Lebanc:” on their own- Men'’s desires e degEig ef

hat they saw as the inh
Ier;\::/i for male inferbhty———weiz
fertile woman ) the new millennium. For exam;; :1
o intCr‘newi\/lho had traveled to Beirut for ICSI, ha
li;inft this injustice, _——
E. married, I went to a doctor, and he was sect Vo |
ren 20 i ret? 'm not shy about it. It's a sickness,
Id him,“Why must it be secre: O i L i
to d I'm looking for treatment.” I wo o O’Cthdo it Isay«i’ﬁ”é |
?[r;ev say it's a problem with their wives. I wox'ﬂ 7 Mlddlem 5
from me, and I have to go for trea‘tr‘nent. But ml RE gy 1
aman to go to a doctor [for infertility], they fee! w; T
anymore, and they always blame thg woman. My = S| e
other people, “Noj it is not from him, it’s fro;n me,” s th: e
feel hurt. But then she found out there’s nothing wrong wxfh her,
why should she do this? Men’s exams are much less [masN. e] t
women’s, so men should pursue it. But Palestinian, Jordanian m¢
they think it affects their manhood. But I and my wife are the
A man is like a woman, there’s no difference. She can get sj,de;!
I can get sick. It's just a disease. So I tell people it'’s from me. |
the contrary, other [men] will say [to me],“I'm a man because I
children. If you don’t have a child, you're not a o 3

this inequity

- wive a recurring theme
B their Wive

a Palestinian man
a great deal to say

S,based
peing b

NorMALIZATION

;;s suggested by this and other men’s statements, new trend
aci‘nsonl‘e men desire to spare their wives from social pi
X Ch(:""t‘edgmen.t .of their own male infertility. Some m
. SS ise phy_smmns for shrouding male infertility in sec
theo dij‘s soclating male infertility from masculinity by
a1 (k€ “God made me this way”). Other me
infertility by treating it as a medical condition
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with more secular orientationg

or a “disease,” which has hel
realm of gender,

Increasing medicalj

infertility as a medical condition with a h? ' Courtry
has led to major changes in the Midd] gh“ Tebanese
half. The conspiracy of silence surround(? g |
fadg, as men point to the increasing 0 elng ':
their social circles, M A A

any men now admyjg to
formation with each oth
- Furthermore, the wides'pl
Middle Eastern region has
le Eastern society that m,
n be overcome through a
pread medicalization of

friends, who share in

gbanes¢

men’s infertility ca

In short, wides el

Lebanese,

two views of male infertility, a el
an”outsider’s”perspective, i
In Lebanon, yes, male infertility does affe
want to admit they can’t have children,
B}lt this is not the view of people inside tre.
“in”know it is a medical problem. So we dor
manhood orwomanhood. In our company
five people haye IVF babies. One guy was I
and he went to Singapore [for IVF]. Then 2
I My company, people talk about it. I tell eve
mind, Because it’s easier to tell everyone wi
wgrk, it’s easier to te]] them, so that they just
said, “You've been married for more than tw
get your wife pregnant yet?”[ said, “I'm tryin,
wife Pregnant yet,” o days ago, I told him I'm €0
It/hls 'S very uncharacteristic of Lebanese p
Manhood, He can’t have children,” So a
W()man, eve

n when it’s male infertility.
SeCretive " 7, ¥
Sa(r[L'tI’YL. They don't know the problem is
"W S from] the woman,

Lebanese

Lebanese,
Lebanese
Lebanese,

Lebanese

Thig inside

manh(mdn\w;s View—that male infertility

” 4 Midl|

| Eastern M

Religion

Druze

Shia
Muslim

Shia
Muslim
Sunni
Muslim

Sunni
Muslim

Sunni
Muslim

Shia
Muslim
Shia
Muslim
Shia
Muslim

Shia
Muslim
Shia
Muslim

Sunnj
Muslim

Sunnij
Muslim
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i ili anhood
tements about male infertility and m\
en’s state
S ood has been affected.

i f manh
't think my sense O M ' ; ’
ok fine, because I'm seeing th.at ulléesr;‘llity is very |
mon, and more and more people are doing " " ;
com 7 ; g
[t hasn't affected my psychology or my :\janm(,d':uwmsle. A mmeﬁ
malé infertility has nothing to do with this. ¥

et
hatever God wants. : di
wha ot having children, it's from some

think when you are i
L mledical, organic problem. It has no connection with mar

No, never! Some people are born like that, and I have to ac
case.

Male infertility, in the older generation, they bhmeé it o
woman. But this is dying out. Our generation, we know:
infertility, and we go to doctors. -
[ don't feel shy, actually, about this. I just feel this Ba
lem. This is something normal. I haven’t done anyt]
why should I feel shy?

What makes a man a man is his ability to persevere and £

solution.

Personally, 1 don
My psyChOlOgy L

A man'’s reasoning abilities take precedence over
Manhood is about mind over body.

Never! No connection at all. Masculinity here is
through sexual intercourse, to be able to live with
whether you have a good sexual relationship, re
children. As long as you can have sex! =
Providing for the family is the most important thi
Because you have no choice to eat! )
(Laughing) Manhood! T knew exactly what I c
that’s no problem for me! '

Manhood. Never! T don't feel emba
Idon'’t think manhood is related to the abil
about how I treat my wife. I insure that s}
and I provide everything for her.
I'mliving my life as a man in all venu
Its not having children that defines
personality, his understandin,
themselves men through their s
aman treats his wife doesn’
my wife on an equal baﬂé«



Country

Syrian
Lebanese

Lebanese

Lebanege

Lebanege,
h'ving in
Senega]

Lebanese
chan(}se

[-Qbanesp
Syrian

BCdOuin

Leba nGSQ

Alawi
Muslim

Shia
Muslim

Shia
Muslim

Maronite
Catholic

Shia

Muslim

Shia
Muslim

Sunnj
Muslim

Shia
Muslim,

Sunnj
Muslim

Sunni
Muslim
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INFE

d manhood (continued)

. ility an
le infertility
bout ma
ments a

.n’s state
jastern MeN

‘ iddle I ent hould!
4, Midd . Comm aybe I 8
S L y Religion [ don't feel that way at e just bringing
tn , i
Or maybhe | Personga]j don/g g Cour = unni cople think that manhood is ];zcienﬁﬁc-
As long as 5 man jg educateq and Palestini Muslim nhood? Maybe SOIE 51 thinking, not moder.n an happi-
affected by this, et Shia l\;rl\e'lldren. But this is tradm?n«/lf you can find medicine, your
There js ng relation ¢, ebarc™® gl "Crhlere is a proverb in,f“abm Ae
feels she needs a chjlg f;ca:: ness will be secured. 1otion to manhidad FET U Chﬂdre?i :’sin gc’)m
she holds the child ¢, tshe i . Male infertility }?as nsrfz bility to provide for your kwts, Y:g;g s
holds a baby, he will Io : Sunni d. Manhood is yo ) iding for children, not m
y 0] Syrian ; God. d is providing i
what makes 5 ™Man a man jg pjq Teaso, i Mo your income. Manhoo th'xr':g to do with it! Male infertility, 1:115 gtom
it has nothi ; ing boxing, and yt
What pro ; 4 Manhood, no, i s eights, doing i
PIoves a map IS a man s the way hy B nese Sunn'l d.You could be very fnt, lifting W ghroblem- Manhood is the :
F MERg ! o kids. So this is just a medical % wife. Women have their
8 e n : s
Nah! Even jf don't haye Kids, I'm okg E:;erstanding between a hUSb‘ij E::: faair to women.
like to have kids because I'm iohts, just like men. Manhood is being : hysical
can afford, | don‘t mind el deal. It's not under my control, because it’s a phy:
4 & ’ 1 eal.
4 banese,  Sunni It’s not a big 't make md lesshoab o
Maybe in the Pastit used to be 5 proble e Mol problem. It won't m:
used to be someth; i s e ose
b mg” whlxch 1s not goo USA ! is to ask,”Why is this happening?”But God ch
s, they would say,“He’s not a man, Shia The Arabic nature is to ask, tience and faith.
hood. Byt not anymore, Now male infe ! teb an'ense, NS me to be like this. It’s a test of my pal
ving i
Male infertility? | believe that everythin USA

God creates science,
to put a hole
hood,

and this is life, our life, tc
in our head! So I'm not blaj

My manhood js not affected at all, A man i
"0t by his appearance, Because if a man fs d

. i
Potential, thep, nothing differentiates a man fro

My Psychology hag never been affected! Som
[male infertih'ty}, but it doesn’t affect my psyc
hoog, Becayge | think of it like this: I'have g
advancing 5 | think at some point, I may ha
kids, A, pPoint, God wij| give me a child.

- At SOme
I has no effects on my masculinil

[AZOOSPerm ia
1y
L happy1”Byg has nothing to do v

does :
not affect me, Jike” Aol than 2 st
somethjng is

e WIONg with yory, byt not YOGS
> OUt what can [ 4o about jt?

: il ted emas-
Although T expected to hear consistent reports of mfgrt{hty ;Zli e
culation, T found instead significant levels of disassociation.
nying to me that they
on their masculinity. E ’s sperm.
is measured in different ways—and not only by the ferhhfy Ofo(:vneiﬁﬂiom.
Table 4 provides a diverse sampling of some of these_: quite p e
Ments about manhood and what it means. Thf!se Middle Ea? :hm fertility,
clearly voicing emergent masculinities that are independent of their ¢

had ever experienced male infertility as an azs;gzl;
Rather, T was told by numerous men that m

Having said this, some additional information must be considered when

assessing thege emergent masculinities. First, Lebanon generally has tug]:‘\er
educationa] gnq literacy rates than most other Middle Eastern countries.

U5, many Lebanege men in my study were highly educated—with at

leagt high school diploma and many with advanced degrees—and virtu-

ally all were literate, Many of these men had educated, working wives, and
thus presenteq to IVF clinics as“career couples.” Presumably higher leYels
education ang satisfaction with professional careers may have ofifs,eﬁthﬁ“
Potentia] effcts of emasculation and contributed to men’s acceptance Of
Medical mode]” of male infertility. In addition, Lebanon has never fully

*¢Covereq €conomically from two wars, the most recent in the summe : of
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hood is more about the 41.-
ome men, then, man ut the o
2036£0F;;§Vide for loved ones under harsh conditions than
an

/s fertility per se. ' ‘
onK/ISeiel-n pt;]rltjicular feel the stress of societal expectationg

uclear and extended family mem.bers, ?SPeCiaHy aging p,
n ale infertility may seem like a relatively trivial concern, egpe,
cmurrent economic climate that is seen by most Leb

anese ag n,
to raising a family.

MANHOOD BEYOND FATHERHOOD

As seen in Ziad’s case, some men feel that having chj] b

the family” than for themselves. As we will see in chapter
lies often invest heavily in their sons’ ICSI quests, hOping ‘e
spring for patrilineal continuity. For example, Ziad, whe 8
lamented the fact that he was seeking ICSI more to satisf
his in-laws and parents than out of his own Innate desire tg 1

or become a father. Becoming a father—and hence a f3
was not necessarily a personal life goal. Another man eXpIainw‘
“I'don’t have a problem with not having kids, but the proble
['truly don't have a problem if I never haye children, but ¢,
they want children!”

In my study in Lebanon, T found 14 out of 220
admitted to “not caring” about havi

g as
g;;ﬂgurse to
Vohlntary ch
ently, no.n;l
assumptio
graphic fmd
living”—is t
married cou
they are haj
ful for their
subjectivitie
fatherhood

In short,
trend is exq



