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66 THE CANADIAN REGIME

omy is doing poorly (or when there is a crisis over the budget, medicar
or some other issue), the president and the Congress will each insist th
everything is the fault of the other branch. The voter has a difficult tir
evaluating office-holders because it is frequently difficult to know wk
was responsible for what. In responsible government, on the other han
one always knows exactly who deserves praise or blame for the state
things. Because responsible government fuses legislative and executi
power in the hands of the prime minister and cabinet, there is no deba
over who to praise or blame for specific situations. American Preside
Harry Truman was famous for having a sign on his desk that said “T]
Buck Stops Here.” Such a sign would be infinitely more appropriate ¢
the desk of a prime minister, since a president has relatively little cont
over the nation’s legislative activity while a prime minister controls it
most completely. Accountability to the voters isin this sense much gre:
er in regimes based on responsible government than in regimes based
separation of powers.

In a simple, abstract comparison, then, a strong case can be made d
responsible government is a superior choice to separation of powers. T
case is especially compelling in the twenty-first century, when people
generally less inclined to worry about government tyranny than were t
American Founding Fathers and more inclined to expect government
intervene effectively in economic and social life. This probably expla
why one regularly sees influential figures in the United States advoc
ing reforms that would move the American regime in the directon
responsible government. Yet, politics does not take place in a vacut
and abstractions that do not take proper account of context can be v
dangerous. The attractions of responsible government may not be equ
compelling in all situations. One variable that has a considerable img
on the debate over the relative merits of responsible government :
separation of powers is federalism. As we shall see in the next chap
responsible government 1s substantially inferior to separation of pov
with respect to the capacity to manage the tenstons that arise in co
tries that decided to embrace the principle of federalism.
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