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CSOLALMOBILITY
L WORKERS AND FARMERS dreamed of uoward mobility in Awerice. n England a | 2. SOME ENGLISH LEADERS dreamed of

rigid class structure confined Englishmen to a hierarchy (a ranking from colonization as a safety valve—a dumping
higher to lower): each person had 2 place in society and stayed there. - ground for excess people .(I{\ClUqu 00'“‘!'3’?5)"
s LT : because increased population was draining
ENGLAND'S SOCEAL HIERARCHY England's resources.
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GAD, WHAT ARE WE T0 DO Jif
WITH ALL THESE —
PEOPLE? :
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N\ORC*\S --KINGS & QUEENS

& §1  --PEOPLE OF NOBLE
NoRILITY RANK: BARONS, EARLS,
COUNYS, KNIGHTS -~AND
TREIR LADIES

| eMTRY--LANDOWNERS, CLERGY AND
GE“ 5 OTHER PROFESSIDNALS

Pafa, WE NEED TO WORK,
W -= SMALL FARMERS g i
NEOMER g e KEBPERS, ~ e i
ARTISANS . Ty welcome 1o 2

| AMERICA

ENGLAND'S

ABO\gNG -~ POOR - FARMERS,
Bpook DAY LABORERS

POLITICAL FREEDOM ,
Between 1603 and 1688 MANY ENGLISH SUBJECTS dreamed of greater political freedom in America because of:
1) the absolutist Stuart monarchs—uwho claimed the divine right of kings, meaning that monarchs ruled in God's behalf Ctherefore
- with absolute power) and could not be disobeyed; '
2) 2 bloody civil war (1642-49) between supporters of King Charles | (Royalists, called Cavaliers) and supporters of Parliament
(mostly Puritans, called Roundheads). ‘

AS IT'1S ATHEISIA AND BLASPHEMY TO
DISPUTE WWAT GOD CAM DO, SD IT IS
PRESUMPTION AND RIGH CONTEMPT IN ) -
A SUBJECT To DISPUTE WHAT A KING
Cap Do,

LISTEN TD THI5—~KING CHARLES T

INSISTS HE UAS A DIVINE
RIGHT TO. RULE. )7 JUST LIKE HISL_|
C , DADDY, JAMES T.|
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RELIGIOUS LBERTY: ~ THE PROTESTANT REFORMATION

In the 16005 ENGLISH‘PURITANS, persecuted by English Anglicans, dreamed of religjous libertu in America.,
/ . Who were the Puritans? The answer involves an intriguing story.

g  THE PROTESTANT REFORMATION. -
@ In 1517 a revolutionary religious and political movement erupted in Europe. Beginning In the 1600's it
Lo/ —— 7 affected settlement of the American colonies and contributed to American roots of religious liberty.

for 1,000 years the Roman Catholic Church had reigned supreme in Christian Europe.
Most European Christians—including kings, nobles, and commoners—accepted the pope Chead of the Catholic
Church) as God's ruler on earth, and they followed the pope's decrees. Then, beginning in 1517, groups protested certain Catholic
beliefs and practices, questioned the pope's authority; and broke from Catholicism to form new churches which they thought would
' be closer to early Christian teachings. These churches soon were called Protestant churches because they were formed by "protesters.”

Led in 1517 by Martin Luther, a German monk,
and later by french theologian John Calvin (1530s) and English King Henry VIII (1534),
the Protestant Reformation qave rise to LUTHERAN, CALVINIST, and ANGLICAN Protestant churches
and eventually to many other Protestant defominations. '

The splintering of Catholicism shattered European unity. During the next century religious warfare raged in furope as
Catholics and Protestants fought over what to believe, how to worship, and which church should be the official one.
Separation of church and state did not exist in Furope, so religious disputes often led to political warfare, specifically
between Catholic Spain and France and Protestant England and Holland. These wars affected America.

But before we go further, let's check the map to get our bearings on the Protestant movement.
(Remember, before 1517 all the European countries below would have been Roman Catholic.)
Can you see why the American colonies became Protestant?

i) ROMAN CATHOLIC

—state church of countries in middle and southern Europe " ASSOTLAND

LUTHERAN

—state ;hurch of countries in northern Europe
ROMAN CATHOLIC

AND LUTHERAN

73] ANGLICAN

—state church of England
B Chuvinst

CALYINISTS, numbering more than 1,000,000 in several countries, j*::
were called: : I3:
Congregationalists (Puritans) in England, : T
Presbyterians in Scotland (state church),
Huquenots in France,

Dutch Reformed in The Netherlands.
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 The Protestant Refor—mé‘tion had 'gr'eét impact on the American colonies, especially those in New England settled by English Puritans, so
helps to know what Protestants believed. The main Protestant doctrines fall into two categories: 1) Lutheran and Calvinist, and 2) Ap‘gljcan“

I. SALVATION IS ATTAINED BY FAITH—
as opposed to the Catholic doctrine of
salvation through sacraments and good
1 works. This conclusion by Martin Luther,
a flerman monk, started the Protestant
Reformationin|517.

2. PREDESTINATION— John Calvin emphasized

the doctrine that only those God predestined
§ (chose beforehand) would attain salvation.
These were called the "elect” or "saints.”

3. PRIESTHOOD OF THE BEUEVER (Also called "Every man his pmn_priést“)—This doctrine
means that every person has direct access to God through the Bible, as opposed to indirect
access through the Catholic hierarchy of church officials who act as intermediaries between

individuals and God.
NOW WE CAN READ . . .
AND INYERPRET THE This doctrine is based on the idea

BIBLE FOR OURSELVES,) that the Bible, not the pope or church,
is the sole source of information abou
fiod, and that each person is free o
interpret the meaning of the Bible for
himself— believing what his reason ant
conscience tell him instead of accepting
church officials' interpretations.

Watch for this doctrine to foster
religious liberty and individualism in
Protestant America.

Ry

King Henry VIII rejected
Catholicism not for religious
reasons but because the pope
refused to allow the king
to divorce his first wife,
Catherine of Aragon. (Henry

eventually had six wives.)

~ The king had no quarrel with
Catholic doctrines; therefore,

he ignored the Protestant
doctrines of Luther and Calvin
discussed above. He did have the
Bible translated from Latin into
English, so more people could read
it, and he confiscated church-owned
property in England, becoming
considerably more wealthy.

In 1534 English King Henry Vil broke from the Roman Catholic Church, and
the Act of Supremacy established by law the Church of England—the Anglican Church.
Y -Only one change marked the difference: : .
-~ . the king replaced the pope in the church hierarchy of officials.

Roman Catholic
Church Hierarchy

Some English Protestants thought the
Anglican Church had not changed enoudh from
# 1 the Catholic Church and that it needed to

1 add the Priesthood of the Believer doctrine

Anglican

This called for ‘purifuing“ the Anglican
- Church Hie '

Church by getting rid of the hierarchy.

Hence, these Enqiishméﬁ
were called
PURITANS.

W Unable to “purify”
the Anglican Church, in 1620 Puritans
began 2 pilgrimage to America to start
1 their own. By 1640 more than 20,000
had formed colonies in New England.
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A person should have a calling, or vocation, "so he may 6lorify od by doing Good for Qthers, and getting of Good for himself."_—totton Mather

3. THE PROTESTANT WORK ETHIC: INDUS

Puritans faced a constant religious dilemma: "Am | saved or not? Will I go to heaven or not?"

The troubling question arose from the Protestant doctrine of predestination, set forth in the 1500s by John Calvin.
According to Calvin a person, through free choice, could attain salvation from mankind's sinful state through faith in Jesus.
However Chere's the catch), the choice actually was pre-determined, or. predestined, because God has known since creation the

choice of every person.

And s0, the unanswerable question: "Am | predestined for salvation?" New England Puritans relieved their anxiety by following
John Calvin's advice:

Glorify God as if you were saved. =
Then, if so, you'll go to heaven anyway when you die.
If not, at least you made the world a better place.

And how might one glorify God? Through the following steps, which came to be called:

THE PROTESTANT WORK ETHIC

1) INDUSTRY—Work hard at your calling, or vocation, whether a day laborer or dactor.
2) VIRTUE—Be honest; maintain righteous conduct in all ways.

e ) e S e
A PERSON WRO DOES THIS —WORKS UARD, |S HONEST, AND SAVES MOWEY
— PROBABLY WILL SUCCEED I MAKING MONEY, WELL, BEFORE LONG
WE PURITANS SAW FINANCIAL SUCCESS AS A SIGN OF GOD'S APPROVAL
(ALTHOUGH CALVIN DIDNT SAY $0)—A SIGN THAT A PERSON WAS
PREDESTINED FOR SALVATION, ¥ :

T
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5070 US PURITANS,” SUCCESS BECAME A) ¢
SYMBOL FOR ONES RENG|OUS WORTH. >

In the 1700s Benjamin Franklin qave "success” a secular rather than religious meaning. In this form, the Protestant Work Ethic
has become a measure of the American character. Leave off any of the three parts, and one's character is questioned.

' TO ME, SUCCESS 1S A SYMBOL DF
| MORAL WORTH; CUARACTER.

KL —

55





