1e land of our fathers. We haveaperfectandongmal

t interruption or molestation. The treaties with
nited States made in pursuance of treaties, guaranty
privileges, and secure us against intruders. Our only
aties may be fulfilled, and these laws executed. . . .

1e most pungent feelings that we make this, perhaps
rood people of the United States. It cannot be that the
ddressing, remarkable for its intelligence and religious
eminent for its devotion to the rights of man, will lay
considering that we stand in need of its sympathy

e know that to the Christian and the philanthropist,
_sorrows and fiery trials will not appear as an idle

ur own soil, and in our dwellings, which we reared
ttle ones, when there was peace on our mountains

enmuntenng troubles which cannot but try our




Chiefs and leading men; and as these opinions have not heretmj
__erly made known therefore

of the Cherokees within the last two years, and upon Mﬁ
'toryhasﬁ.trmshedusmregardtootherlndmnna‘hons,m

ion of the Cherokee Government, which connected this peqh
1ct community, will not only check their progress in improw:
_egment in knowledge, but, by means of numerous inﬂ




1e charge of selfishness énd a want ofpamohc |
by some of our countrymen, while we can appeal
e searcher of all hearts for the rectitude of our

hough we love the land of our fathers, and should

nativity with as much regret as any of our citizens,

the Exile immeasurably more to be preferred than a
 the States, and thus becoming witnesses of the
1e Cherokee people.




thepreaenthasbeenonltspart'_ .
rle against the cruel policy ofGeurgm;'ouﬁie-;

d faith of the American Govt. and believing that the Govt. pi
s it does upon its justice and humanity would, not only not, dis
plighted faith, but would eventually interpose to prevent it from being
‘ , and trampled into dust by the State of Georgia. Being fully
d in their own judgement that they could not prosper as well any where
upon their native land, the Cherokees have successively appealed to the
utive, Legislative and Judiciary Departments of this Govt. for redress of
s committed and security against injuries apprehended, but as yet those

1s have been unavailing; In defiance of Acts of Congress, decisions of the

reme Court, and of solemn treaties, Georgia has gone on first, to despoil
Y of their laws & Govt. and i impose upon them laws the most obnoxious,

 to distribute their lands unbought, to her own citizens by lottery, and

she has put forth her hand under the last Act of her Legislature to expel

n their homes & firesides, to drive them out to hunger and perish

wﬂd forests—to accomplish this last cruel purpose, armed bands of

tizens are now parading thro’ their Country. The Undersigned deeply

1 this deplorable, condition of their people would ask you, ¢
save them. For, upon the exercise of your power alone, tk
uaded the salvation of their people depend. Let the comf
, which have been so profusely scattered ar




tohavebeendmtatedmthatsmm f

pti them; it may be done. With sentxments of great
yr. Excellency’s most Hble. Servts. :

dward Everett Dale and Gaston Litton, eds., Cherokee Cavaliers:
Cherokee History As told in the Correspondence of the Ridge- Waﬁe—
(Norman, OK: University of Oklahoma Press, 1939).

Ridge® to Major Ridge et al., March 10, 1835.

ed this long in writing to you in the consequence of the hard
had to make against John Ross & his party. At the outset they told
that our people had decided that they would choose to be citizens of
tes [rather] than to remove. We contradicted this & he has failed to
from Congress. From various indications we ascertained that

to act falsely to his people & sell the Nation either by getting
of land or taking the whole in money on pretense of going out
‘the U. States. We protested against this & we have succeeded

‘made to be sent home for the ratxﬁcatwn of the people.® It is

thts as the rich—there is no distinction. Wt allowed to
n the west. Submstence for one year, $25 for eaeh soul




ﬁ-om Protest of the Cherokee DeIegatxon, laid before the Smﬁe md
Representatives, June 21, 1836, (Washington, DC: s.n., 1836) in Southeast-
ve American Documents 17901842, accessible through the Georgia Virtual

eo, www.galileo.usg.edu.
st of the Cherokee Delegation,” June 21, 1836.

: ble Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of

a, ,in Congress assembled:

igned representatives of the Cherokee ﬁation, east of the river

i, impelled by duty, would respectfully submit, for the consideration
ourable body, the following statement: An instrument purporting
 with the Cherokee people, has recently been made
t ofthe Umted States, that wﬂl have such an ope:
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' hmas, the present Legmlatm'e openly avow that
in the measures intended to be pursued, are founded
hese Indians, and with a view, in a distant region, to
their old identity of character, under the paternal care

f the United States; at the same time frankly disavowing
r motives towards them in their present legislation.” This
us turn to the practice of humanity, to the Cherokees,

ia. In violation of the treaties between the United

kee nation, that State passed a law requiring all white
that part of the Cherokee country, in her limits, to take an
 the State of Georgia. For a violation of this law, some
Christ, missionaries among the Cherokees, were tried,
need to hard labor in the penitentiary. Their case may be
tha_records of the Supreme court of the United States.




mthatﬂﬂwn@mofmmmadmpﬂ,
thalndmnnghtofmcupancyﬁnthe lot upon which he resided. . .

-tal gives several examples of Cherokees who were cheated out of their
who lost them to white speculators or squatters.]

must repeat, the instrument entered into at New Echota,
to be a treaty, is deceptive to the world, and a fraud upon the

' _peoplaﬁadouhtemstaatnthetruthofthmrantmmt,ammm
gation can learn the facts, and it may also learn that if the Cherokees
od under that instrument, it will be by force.

-+
Questions to Consider




Native Americans. His 1803 letter to
ever, may shed new light on that im-
Could he be viewed as an ally or op-
ponent of Jackson (Jefferson died four
years after Jackson’s message)?

Sources 4, 5, 6, and 7 all are written
or delivered by opponents of Cherokee
removal. What points did they make to
counter Jackson’s arguments? Source 8
was the Removal Act that was much-
debated in 1829 and 1830. Are there
problems or flaws in this Legislation?
What was the significance of the close
vote?

Finally, Georgia Governor Wilson
Lumpkin offered Georgia’s justifica-
tion for the state’s behavior regarding
Cherokees’ remaining or leaving. How
does his thinking compare with that of
President Jackson's?*®

Nwmpleteymdlmm‘-




: two sources? What was his ma-
r point in Source 12? How would that
te to his opinion in 1826 regarding

Elias Boudinot (Source 13) was the

or of the Cherokee Phoenix who ar-
gued in 1828 that “our people cannot
exist amidst a white population.” But

he feared that a mass migration would

17) attempt to counter Boudinot’s ar-
guments? What was Cherokee leader
John Ridge’s opinion? How did he dif-

- fer from Boudinot and Ross?

Source 19 was called by Cherokee
opponents of removal as their “last ap-

- peal.” How did their arguments coun-

ter those of Jackson and Lumpkin?
Now that you have examined both
thewhmsand(!hemhemﬂ




the West) was experiencing its

the 1830 Indian Removal Act guar-

- anteed that Native Americans would
always hold the land onto which they
were placed, land grants to railroad
companies and a territorial land rush
stripped a good deal of land away from
the Cherokees. In 1891, the Cherokee
Nation owned 19.5 million acres. By
1971, it owned but 146,498.

In North Carolina, the creation of
the Great Smoky Mountains National
Park in 1934 offered the Eastern Band
a way out of its economic quagmire.
In November 1934, the council appro-
priated- $50,000 for tourist facilities,
and in 1937, the first Cherokee-owned
motel (Newfound Lodge) was opened
for business. In 1939, an estimated
169,000 people visited the national
park and purchased around $30,000
worth of Cherokee crafts.

The development of tourism un-
doubtedly helped alleviate a severe
economic crisis for the Eastern Band.
In 1932, at the low point of the Great

Depression, it was estimated that 200
of the 496 Cherokee families i in ‘North
Carolina needed publm As
The New Deal dxd pmnda- S0me




ot‘ the Trail of Tears),
left the presidency to

d successor, Martin Van

| retired to his plantation,
tage, near Nashvﬂle, Ten-

, Americans themselves.
part, before his death in
ymas dJefferson had aban-
‘dream that whites and Na-
i could live side by side

history of the UmtedStates
important to know. It is also
to understand that there were man

vo;cesonbothmdesofthemk |
sue, thus making the subject of Chero-

- kee removal not only a tragic one but

an exceedingly complex one as well.




