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 PROLOGUE I

CHRISTOPHER COLUMBUS landed first in the New World at
the island of San Salvador, and after praising God enquired
urgently for gold. The natives, Red Indians, were peace-
able and friendly and directed him to Haiti, a large island
(nearly as large as Ireland), rich, they said, in the yellow
- metal. He sailed to Haiti. One of his ships being wrecked,
- the Haitian Indians helped him so willingly that very Little
was lost and of the articles which they brought on shore
not one was stolen. ‘

The Spaniards, the most advanced Europeans of their




& TEE BLACE JACOBINS

day, annexzed the island, called #t Hispaniola, and took the
backward natives under their protection. They introduced
Christianity, forced labour in mines, murder, rape, blood-
hounds, strange diseases, and artificial famine (by the de-
struction of cultivation to starve the rebellious). These and
cther requirements of the higher civilisation reduced the
pative population from an estimated half-a-million, perhaps
& million, to 60,000 in 15 years.

Las Casas, 2 Dominican priest with a conscience, trav-

elled ¢o Spain to plead for the abolition of native slavery..

But without coercion of the natives how could the colony
exist? All the natives received as wages was Christianity
and they could be good Chuistians without working in the
mines.

The Spanish Government compromised. It abolished
the repartimientos, or forced labour, in law while its agents
in the colony maintained it in fact. Las Casas, haunted at
the prospect of seeing before his eyes the fotal destruction
of a population within one generation, hit on the expedient
of importing the more robust Negroes from a populous
Africa; in 2517, Charles V. authorised the export of 15,000
slaves to San Domingo, and thus priest and King launched
on the world the American slave-trade and slavery.

The Spanish settdement founded by Columbus was
on the south-east of the island. In 1629 some wandering

Frenchmen sought-a home in the little island of Tortuga, .

six miles off the north coast of San Domingo, to be followed

by Englishmen, and Dutchmen from Santa Cruz. Tortuga-

was healthy and in the forests of western San Domingo
roamed millions of wild cattle which could be hunted for
~ food and hides. To Tortuga came fugitives from - justics,
escaped galley-slaves, debtors unable to pay their bills,
adventurers seeking adventure or quick foxtunes, men of all
crimes and all nationalities. French, British and Spaniards
slanghtered one another for nearly go years, and the British
were actually in possession of Tortuga at one time, but by
1859 the French buccaneers prevailed. They sought the
suzerainty of France and demanded a chief and some
women. From Tortuga they laid a firm basis in San Do-
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mingo and moved there. To drive away these persistent
intruders the Spaniards organised a great hunt and -killed
all the bulls they could find in order to ruin the cattle busi-
ness. The French retaliated by the cultivation of cocoa;
then indigo and cotton. Already they knew the sugar-cane,
Lacking capital they raided the English island of Jamaica
and stole money and 2,000 Negroes. French, British and
Spaniards raided and counter-raided and burnt to the
ground, but in 16g5 the Treaty of Ryswick between France
and Spain gave the French a legal right to the western part
of the island. In 1734 the colonists began to cultivate coffee,
‘The land was fertile, France offered-a good market. But

. they wanted _.mwodmw. In addition to Negroes, they brought
‘whites, the engagés, who would be freed after a period of

years. So little did they bring the Negroes because these
were. barbarous. or black, that the early laws prescribed

-similar regulations for both black slaves and white engagés.

But under the regimen of those days the whites could not

stand the climate. So the slavers brought more and more

Negroes, in numbers that leapt by thousands every year,

‘until the drain from Africa ran into millions.
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vers scoured the coasts of Guinea. As they devas-
M”M%WM area they moved westward and then south, decade
after decade, past the Niger, down the Congo coast, past
Loango and Angola, round the Cape of Good mowmw.%amm
by 178g. even as far as Mozambique on ﬁ.rm eastern side o
Africa. Guinea remained their chief ?.Eg..hm maogmw. From
" the coast they organised expeditions far into the interior.
They set the simple tribesmen fighting” against mmmw other
with modern weapons over thousands of square miles. The
propagandists of the time claimed that however cruel was
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‘the slave traffic, the African slave in America was happier
than in his own African civilisation. Ours, too, is an age of

- propaganda. We excel our ancestors only in system and

organisation: they lied as fluently and as brazenly. In the
sixteenth century, Central Africa was a territory of peace
and happy civilisation.?. Traders travelled thousands of
miles from one side of the continent to another without"
molestation. The tribal wars from which the European
pirates claimed to deliver the people were mere sham-fights;

‘it was a great battle when half-a-dozen men were killed.

It was on 2 peasantry in many respects superior to the
serfs in large areas of Europe, that the slave-trade fell.
‘Tribal life was broken up and millions of detribalised Afri-
cans were let loose upon each other. The unceasing destruc-
tion of crops led to cannibalism; the captive women became
concubines and degraded the status of the wife. Tribes had
to supply slaves or be sold as slaves themselves. Violence
and ferocity became the necessities for survival, and vio-
lence and ferocity survived.2 The stockades of grinning
skulls, the human sacrifices, the selling of their own chil-
dren as slaves, these horrors were the product of an in-
tolerable pressure on the African peoples, which became
Biercer through the centuries as the demands of industry
increased and the methods of coercion were perfected.

" The slaves were collected in the interior, fastened one
to the other in columns, Ioaded with heavy stones of 4o
or 50 pounds in weight to prevent attempts at escape, and
then marched the long journey to the sea; sometimes hun-
dreds of miles, the weakly and sick dropping to die in the
African jungle. Some were brought to the coast by canoe,
lying in the bottom of boats for days on end, their hands
bound, their faces exposed to the tropical sun and the
tropical rain, their backs in the water which was never
bailed out. At the slave ports they were penned into
“trunks” for the inspection of, the buyers. Night and day
1 See the works of Professor Emil Torday, one of the greatest.

African scholars of his time, particulazly a lecture delivered a®

Geneva in 1931 to a society for the Protection of Children in
Africa. ,

2 See Professor Torday’s lecture mentioned ahove.
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thousands of human beings were packed in these “dens

of putrefaction” so that no European could stay in them

for longer than a quarter of an hour without fainting. The

Africans fainted and recovered or fainted and died, the

mortality in the “trunks” being over 20 per cent. Outside .
in the harbour, waiting to empty the “trunks” as they filled,

was the captain of the slave-ship, with so clear a conscience

that one of them, in the intervals of waiting to enrich British
capitalism with the profits of another valuable cargo, en-
riched British religion by composing the hymn “How Sweet
the Name of Jesus sounds!” -

On the ships the slaves were packed in the. hold on
galleries one above the other. Each was given only four
or five feet in length and two or three feet in height, so
that they could neither lie at full length nor sit upright.
Contrary to the lies that have been spread so pertinaciously
about Negro docility, the revolts at the port of embarkation

. and on board were incessant; so that the slaves had to be
chained, right hand to right leg, left hand to left leg, and
attached in rows to long iron bars. In this position they
lived for the voyage, coming up once a day for exercise
and to allow. the sailors to “clean the pails.” But when the
cargo was rebellious or the weather bad, then they stayed
below for weeks at a time. The close proximity of so many
naked human beings, their bruised and festering flesh, the
foetid air, the prevailing dysentery, the accumulation of

 filth, turned these holds into a hell. During the storms the
hatches were battened down, and in the close and lJoath-
some darkness they were hurled from one side to another
by the heaving vessel, held in position by the chains on

their bleeding flesh, No place on earth, observed one writer .

of the time, concentrated so much misery as the hold of a
slave-ship. : :
Twice a day, at nine and at four, they received their
food. To the slave-traders they were articles of trade and
1o more. A captain held up by calms or adverse winds was
known to have poisoned his cargo.? Another killed some-of

8 See Pierre de Vaissitre, Saini-Domingue (1629-1783). Paris,

1000, This contains an admirable summary.
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his slaves to feed the others with the flesh., Th ied 1
mﬂ@ from the régime but from grief and rage %Nmnwmmwwm.n
- They undertook vast hunger strikes; undid their o_pﬁb.v“
and ?E.mm themselves on the crew in futile attempts at
Insurrection. What could these inland tribesmen do %b the
open sea, in a complicated sailing vessel? To, brighten their
_spixits it vmo,ﬁbm the custom to have them up on the deck
_,gow a mm.% and force them to dance. Some took the oppor-
 tunity to jump overboard, uttering cries of triumph mmw%po
cleared the <mmm.& and disappeared below the surface. 4
One M_mmmm. of their cargo bred a savage cruelty in the crew.
., &&%bw M_F o .m._”&ﬁm terror into the rest, killed a slave and
dmid mH eart, liver and entrails into goo pieces made each
of © slaves eat one, threatening those who refused with
1e same torture. Such incidents were not rare. Given the
Mﬂ%@ﬁgoﬁ such things were (and are) inevitable. Nor
id the system spare the slavers. Every year one-fth of all

* who took part in the African trade died. ‘

All America and the West Indies . Wh
i W took slaves.
the ship reached the harbour, the cargo SBM ._HM Mw«MWMM
M»o wm voamwﬂ. The purchasers examined them for defects
ooked at the teeth, pinched the skin, sometimes tasted the

'+ perspiration to see if the slave’s blood was pure and his

health as good as his appearance. Some o
fected a curiosity, the indulgence of SEoMum.._ aMHoMu MMH.MM.,
Mwuoﬁmwwwﬂw caused them to be kicked 20 yards across .mum
Qock. ut the m«mé had to stand it. Then in order to restore
& dignity which might have been lost by too intimate an
mﬁmn.uEmﬁoP the purchaser spat in the face of the slave.
aving FmooE@ the property of his owner, he was wamsmm&.
on both sides of the breast with a hot iron. His duties were
explained to FB..EN an interpreter, and a priest instructed
him in the first principles of Christianitys . -

The stranger in San Domingo ene .
| . go was awakened by th
cracks of .mﬁ_ whip, the stifled cries, and the heavy _mWommM

€ De Vaissitre, Seint-Domi . A
g , Seint-] ingue, p. 162.
This was the beginning and end wm his education,
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the Negroes who saw the sun rise only to' curse it for
Mmm wowmémm of their labours and their pains. Their S.omn
began at day-break: at eight they stopped for a short g..mm m
fast and worked again till BE@@. They .wommn again a
two o’clock and worked until evening, sometimes d.:. ten
or eleven. A Swiss traveller ¢ has left a famous &mmouﬂaow
of a gang of slaves at work, “They were m?.E.w a wc.u re
men and women of different ages, all occupied in digging
ditches in a cane-field, the majority of them ﬂ&Sm. or cov-
ered with rags. The sun shone down with TE mowo.w on Emmw
heads. Sweat rolled from all parts of their .wO&om. Hﬁmwp.
limbs, weighed down by the heat, fatigued with m.ﬁ. éwm M
of their picks and by the resistance ‘of the &.&6% soil b : e
hard enough to break their implements, mqm.:..ﬁ& themse <Mm
o overcome every obstacle. A mournful silence reigne m
Exhaustion was stamped on every face, but the hour o
rest had not yet come. The pitiless eye of the w.mmbwmm_..
patrolled the gang and several foremen mﬂa.mﬁ.m EHE ong
whips moved periodically between them, giving mﬂﬁwﬁm
blows to all who, worn out by mmmmaou.ﬁmaw noﬂ@mzm  to
take a rest—men or women, young or old.” This was no
isolated picture. The sugar plantations %Bmﬁmmn.w _m% wﬂM
acting and ceaseless labour. The .ﬁmmxom_ mm.u..m_ is m mm
hard by the sun. Round every “carry” of land intende _._on
cane it was necessary to dig a large ditch to ensure nﬁww a-
tion of air. Young canes required attention for the first t muow
or four months and grew to maturity in 14 or p.m Eowﬁ .
Cane could be planted and would grow at any time o ﬂwo
year, and the reaping of one crop was ?m. signal mo-..mu e
immediate digging of ditches and the planting of another.
Once cut they had to be rushed to the mill lest the juice
became acid by fermentation. The extraction of the uEmm
and manufacture of the raw sugar went on for three weeks

a: month, 16 or 18 hours a day, ‘mow seven or eight months

- ? : ) -. »
B M)W\MWM& like animals, the slaves were wemmmm like ani-
mals, in huts built around a square planted with provisions

6 Girod-Chanirans, Voyage d'un Suisse en différentes colonies,
Neufchitel, 1785, p. 137. .

’
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and fruits. These huts were about 20 to 25 feet long, 12
feet wide and about 13 feet in height, divided by partitions
into two or three rooms. They were windowless and light
entered only by the door. The floor was beaten earth; the
bed was of straw, hides or a Tude contrivance of eords tied
~on posts. On these slept indiscriminately mother, father
and children. Defenceless against their - masters, they

- struggled with overwork and its usual complement—un-~
.. derfeeding. The Negro Code, Louis XIV’s attempt to en-

sure them humane treatment, ordered that they should be
. given, every week, two pots and a half of manioc, three

- Cassavas, two pounds of salt beef or three pounds of salted

fish~about food enough to last a healthy man for three
days. Instead their masters gave them half-a-dozen pints
of coarse flour, rice, or pease, and half-a-dozen herrings.
Worn out by their labouss all through the day and far into
the night, many neglected to cook and ate the food raw.
The ration was so small and given to them so irregularly

that often the last half of the week found them with

_ nothing.

Even the two hours they were given in the middle of
the day, and the holidays on Sundays and feast-days, were
not for rest, but in order that they might cultivate a small
piece of land to supplement their regular rations. Hard-
working slaves cultivated vegetables and raised chickens
to sell in the towns to make a little in order to buy rum
and tobacco; and here and there a Napoleon of finance, by

- Iuck and industry, could make enough to purchase his free-

dom. Their masters encouraged them in this practice of
cultivation, for in years of scarcity. the Negroes died in
thousands, epidemics broke out, the slaves fled into the
woods and plantations were ruined.

The difficulty was that though one could trap them
like animals, transport them in pens, work them alongside
an ass or a horse and beat both with the same stick, stable
them and starve them, they remained, despite their black
skins and curly hair, quite invincibly human beings; with
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the intelligence and resentments of human beings. To cow
them into the necessary docility and acceptance vmonmm
sitated a régime of calculated brutality and terrorism, and

‘it is this that explains the unusuai spectacle of property-

owners -apparently careless of preserving mpmw.. wwom.m&u

they had first to ensure their own safety. B y
For ‘the least fault the slaves received the w_.mam..mm.w

punishment. In 1685 the Negro Code authorised whipping,

" and in 1702 one colonist; & Marquis, thought any punish- -

t which demanded more than 100 blows of the é?w
WMW serious enough to be handed over to Hmu@ mﬂ&ozﬁmmm
Later the number was fixed-at 39, then raised to 0. wu&
the colonists paid no attention to these regulations Amm
slaves were not unfrequently whipped to death. The ﬁ%@
was not always an ordinary cane or woven cord, as the
Code demanded. Sometimes it was .Mmm_mo&‘ by the :mﬂwm
or thick thong of cow-hide, or by the lianes—local growths
of reeds, supple and pliant like whalebons. The m~w<mM“..?
ceived the whip with more certainty mum.ammd_EHQw mM
they received their food. It was the incentive to wor : MM_ .
. the guardian of discipline. But there was so.Emmnﬂﬂ a
fear or a depraved imagination could devise ﬁw:a ﬁM
not employed to break their spirit and mmﬂm@ the lusts MM
resentment of their owners and guardians—irons. on tne

hands and feet, blocks of wood that the slaves had to drag -

in-plate mask de-
behind them wherever they went, the wE P : ]
signed to prevent the slaves eating the sugar-cane, the iron
collar. Whipping was interrupted in order to pass a piece

of hot wood on the buttocks of the vietim; salt, pepper, -

citron, cinders, aloes, and hot ashes were moﬁ.&. on ‘the
Em.m&um wounds, Muatlations were common, limbs, %Mwm
and sometimes the private parts, to %m?ﬁ.ﬂm them o

pleasures which they could induige in .4.3905.” mx@omem.
Their masters poured burning wax on their arms and &Mm s
and shoulders, emptied the boiling cane sugar over mmm&
heads, burned them alive, roasted them on m_o..ﬁ mu_mm, X M .
them with gunpowder and blew them up with a match;

buried them up to the neck and smeared their heads with'

sugar that the flies might devour them; fastened them near

" The Property 13
to nests of ants or wasps; made them eat their excrement,
drink their urine, and lick the saliva of other slaves. One
colonist was known in moments of anger to throw himself
on his slaves and stick his teeth into their Sesh.?

Were these tortures, so well authenticated, habitual
or were they merely isolated: incidents, the extravagances
of 2 few half-crazed colonists? Impossible as it is to sub-

. stantiate hundreds of cases, yet all the evidence shows that

these bestial practices were normal features of slave life,
The torture of the whip, for instance, had “a thousand re-
finements,” but there were regular varieties that had - spe-
cial names, so common were they. When the hands and
amms were tied to four posts on the ground, the slave was
said to' undergo “the four post.” If the slave was ted to a
ladder it was “the torture of the ladder”; if he was sus-
pended by four limbs it was “the hammock,” ste. The
pregnant woman was not spared her “four-post.” A hole

~ was dug in the earth to accommodate the unbom child.

The torture of the collar was specially reserved for women
who were suspected of abortion, and the collar never left
their necks until they had produced 2 child, The blowing
up of a slave had its own name—"to burn a kittle powder
in the-arse of a nigger™: obviously this was no freak bug
a recognised practice, : o
After an exhaustive examination, the best that de
Vaissiére can say-is that there were good masters and there
were bad, and his impression, “but only an impression,” is
that the former were more rumerous thap the latter.,
There are and always will be some whe, ashamed of
the behaviour of their ancestors, fry to prove that slavery
was not so bad after all, that its evils and its cruelty were
the exaggerations of propagandists and not the habitual
lot of the slaves. Men will say (and accept) anything in
order to foster national pride or 'soothe a troubled con-
science. Undoubtedly there were kind masters who did not
indulge in these refinements of cruelty and whose slaves

T Saint-Domingue, p. 152-194. De Vaissiére nses chiefiy official
repoits in the French Colonial archives, and other docuuments of
the period, giving specific references in each case. = .
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merely * suffered over-work, under-nourishment and the
whip. But the slaves in San Domingo could not replenish
their number by reproduction. After that dreaded journey
across the ocean a woman was usually sterile for two years.
The life in San Domingo killed them off fast. The planters
deliberately worked them to death rather than wait for
children to grow up. But the professional white-washers
are assisted by the writings of a few contemporary observ-
ers whiy described scenes of idyllic beauty. One of these is
Vaublane, whom we shall meet again, and whose testimony
we will understand better when we know more of him. In
his memoirs® he shows us a plantation on which there were
no prisons, no dungeons, no punishments-to speak of. If

the slaves were naked the climate was such as not to render -

"this an evil, and those who complained forgot the perfectly
disgusting rags that were so often seen in France. The
slaves were exempt from unhealthy, fatiguing, dangerous

. work such. as was performed by the workers in Europe.

They did not have to descend into the bowels of the earth

nor dig deep pits; they did mot construct subterranean .

galleries; they did not work in the factories where French

workers breathed a deadly and infected air; they did not

mount elevated roofs; they did not catry enormous bur-
dens. The slaves, he concluded, had light work to do and
were happy to do it. Vaublane, in San Domingo so sympa-
thetic to the sorrows of labour in France, had to fly from
Paris in August, 1792, to escape the wrath of the French

workers.

reactionary of Vaublanc against all change in the colonies,
also sought to give some ideas of the privileges of slavery.
The first he notes is that the slave, on attaining his ma-
jority, begins to enjoy “the pleasures of love,” and his
master has no interest in preventing the indulgence of his
tastes.?. To such impertinent follies can the defence of prop-
‘erty drive even an intelligent man, supposed in his time
to be sympathetic towards the blacks. :

8 Quoted extensively in de Vaissiére, pp. 198-202.
% De Vaissitre, p. 196.

Malouet, who was an official in the colonies and fellow-
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The majority of the slaves accommodated themse

to this unceasing brutality by a profound fatalism memM.
wooden stupidity before their masters. “Why .do you ill-
treat your mule in that way?” asked a colonist of a carter

But when I do not work, I am beaten, when he does 50m
uﬂoawv I beat him—he is my Negro.” One old Negro, hay-
ing lost one of his ears and condemned to ose another,
begged the Gavernor to spare it, for if that too was cut Omm |
he would have nowhere. to put his stump of cigarette. A
‘slave sent by his master into his neighbour’s garden to steal
is caught and brought back to the man who had only 2
few minutes before despatched him on the errand. .Wﬁm
master orders him a punishment of 100 lashes to which the
slave submits without a murmur. When .om.nmE in error
they persisted in denial with the same fatalistio mﬂ%w&q
b. ,&mﬁ.w accused of stealing a pigeon. He denies it _H.?.u”.
pigeon is discovered hidden in his shirt. “Well, ému,.. look

at that pigeon. It ‘take my shirt for a nest:” Through the

mEﬂwn of another, a master can feel the potatoes which he
denies he has stolen. They are not potatoes, he m,m%m. the
MHH.M mnmmerH_mm is undressed and the potatoes fall mo .EM
und, -master. i is wi
P o wogwwmwm“rn devil is s:owmm.. Hﬁ‘mwowmy and
~ On holidays when not working on their pri
or mws&um“ they sat for hours in mmuun o&?m%wﬂwm%wwﬁ
no sign of life. Wives and husbands, children mﬁ&.wmumuﬂ.mm
were separated at the will of the master, and a father and
son ..smoEm meet after many years and give no greeting or
any sign of emotion. Many slaves could never be got to
stir-at all unless they were whipped.1® Suicide was a com-
mon habit, and such was their disregard for life that the
often killed themselves, not for personal reasons, but HM
order to spite their owner, Life was hard and mmmma. they

-0 Incredible as this may sound Baron de Wimpffen gives it as

the evidence of his own e i
> nce of his ves. His record of his visi
Domingo in 1790 is 2 standard work. A good ,m&oomoﬁmﬁm% <mmww

full notes, is published, under the title, Saint-Domingue a Ig

a&ﬁm de la Révolution, by. Albert Savine, Paris, 1g11
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believed, meant not only release but a return to Afriea.
“Those who wished to believe and to convince the world
- that the slaves were half-human brutes, fit for nothing else
but slavery, could find ample evidence for their faith, and-
in nothing so much as in this homicidal maxnia-of the slaves.
Poison was their method. A mistress would poison a
rival to retain the valuable affections of her inconstant
owner. A discarded mistress would poison master, wile,
children and slaves. A slave robbed of his wife by one ‘of
" his masters would poison him, and this was- one of the
most frequent causes of poisoning.1? If a planter conceived
a passion for 2 young slave, her mother would poison his'
wife with the idea of placing her daughter at the bead of
the household. The slaves would poison the younger chil-
dren of a master in order to ensure the plantation succeed-
ing to one son. By this means they prevented the planta-
tion being broken up and the gang dispersed. On certain
plantations the slaves decimated their number by poison
. 50 as to keep the number of slaves small and prevent their
masters embarking on larger schemes which would increase
the work. For this reason a slave would poison his wife,
another would poison his children, and a Negro nurse de-
clared in court that for years she had poisoned every child
that she brought into the world. Nurses employed in hos-
pitals poisoned sick soldiers to rid themselves of unpleasant
work. The slaves would even poison the property of a
master whom they loved. He was going away; they poi-

soned cows, horses and mules, the plantation was' thrown'

into disorder, and the beloved master was compelled to
remain. The most dreadful of all this cold-blooded murder
was, however, the jaw-sickness—a disease which attacked
children only, in the first few days of their existence. Their
jaws were closed to such an extent that it was impossible
to open them and to get anything down, with the result
that they died of hunger. It was not a natural disease and

11 See Kenya by Dr. Norman Leys, London, Hopmu . 184,
“Some rivalry for a native woman is probably the explanation
of most crimes of violence committed by Africans against Euro-

”»

peans in Kenya.
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never attacked children delivered by white women. The
Negro midwives alone could cause it, and it is believed
that .mumu.\ performed some simple operation on the newly-
born child which resulted in the jaw-sickness. Whatever
the method this disease caused the death of nearly one-
third of the children born on the plantations.

What was the intellectual level of these slaves? The
w_mﬁauw hating them, called them by every ‘opprobious
Dame. .HroAmeHommua says a memoir published in 178g

are unjust, cruel, barbarous, half-human, treacherous ,mo“
.om#mﬁ_u thieves, drunkards, proud, HmN.u.r unclean mww.Em-
less, jealous to fury, and cowards.” It was by mmu.ww:mim
such as these that they strove to justify the abominable
cruelties they practised. And they took great pains that the
Zom.mo should remain the brute beast they wanted him to
be. “The safety of the whites demands that we keep the
Negroes in the most profound ignorance, 1 have reached
the stage of believing firmly that one must treat the Ne-
groes as one treats beasts.” Such is the owMHoa of the Gov-
ernor of Martinique in a letter addressed to the Minister
and such was the opinion of all colonists, Except for the
Jews, who spared no energy in making Israclites of their
mHE,\mmw the majority of the colonists religiously kept all in-
struction, religious or otherwise, away from the slaves.
Naturally there were all types of men among them,
u.mmumEmu from native chieftains, as was the father of .Ho.nm“.
saint L'Ouverture, to men who had been slaves in their
own country. The creole Negro was more docile than the
mmmdm.éro had been born in Africa. Some said he was more
intelligent. Others doubted that there was much differ-
ence though the crecle slave knew the language and was
more familiar with his surroundings and his work. Yet
myowm who took the trouble to observe them away from -
their mastérs and in their intercourse with each other did
not mmm to see that remarkable liveliness of intellect and
vivacity of spirit which so distinguish their descendants in
the West Indies to-day. Father du_ Tertre, who knew them
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well, noted their secret pride and feeling of superiority to
their masters, the difference between their behaviour before
their masters and when they were by themselves. De
Wimpffen, an exceptionally observant and able traveller,
was also astonished at this dual personality of the mumkmm.
“One has to hear with what warmth and s&ﬁ JSFTE?
and at the same time with what precision of _Emmm.ms&
accuracy of judgment, this creature, heavy m,wm taciturn
all day, now squatting before his fire, tells stories, talks,
gesticulates, argues, passes opinions, approves or omvsmmawm
both his master and everyone who surrounds him.” It was
this intelligence which refused to be crushed, mrwmm. latent
~ possibilities, that frightened the colonists, as it frightens
the whites in Africa to-day. “No species of men wm.m. more
intelligence,” wrote Hilliard d’Auberteuil, a colonist, in
1784, and had his book banned. :

But one does not need education or. encouragement
to cherish a dream of freedom. At their midnight nmﬂmvaw.
tions of Voodoo, their African cult, they danced and sang,
usually this favourite song:

Eh! Eh! Bombal Heul Heul
Canga, bafio té1
Canga, mouné de 11
Canga, do ki la!
Canga, 1i!

“We swear to destroy the whites and all that they
possess; let us die rather than fail to keep this vow. .
The colonists knew this song and tried to _.mﬁmu%.n

out, and the Voodoo cult with which it was linked. In vain.

~ For over two hundred years the slaves.sang it at their
‘meetings, as the Jews in Babylon sang of Zion, mb@ mguw

Bantu to-day sing in secret the national anthem of Africa.'?

12 Such observations, written in 1938, were intended to use the

mmeoEEmoSgFmouwmwmonommHOmﬁwo?,EHwom.nowouw&
Africa. A .
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All the slaves, however, did not undergo this régime.
There was a small privileged caste, the -foremen of the
gangs, coachmen, cooks, butlers, maids, nurses, female
companions, and other house-servants. These repaid their
kind treatment and comparatively easy life with a strong
attachment to their masters, and have thus enabled Tory
historians, regius professors and sentimentalists to represent
plantation slavery as a patriarchal relation between master
and slave. Permeated with the vices of their masters and
mistresses, these upper servants gave themselves airs and
despised the slaves in the fields. Dressed in cast-off silks
and brocades, they gave balls in which, like trained mon-
keys, they danced minuets and quadrilles, and bowed and
curtseyed in the fashion of Versailles. But a.few of these
used their position to cultivate themselves, to gain a littls
education, to learn all they could. The leaders of a revolu-
tion are wsually those who have been able to profit by the
cultural advantages.of the system they are attacking, and
the San Domingo revolution was no exception to this rule.

 Christophe, afterwards Emperor of Haiti, was a slave
—2a waiter in a public hotel at Cap Francois, where he
made use of his opportunities to gain a knowledge of men
and of the world. Toussaint L’Ouverture!3 also belonged
to this small and privileged caste. His father, son of a petty
chieftain in Africa, was captured in war, sold as a slave and
made the joumey in a slave-ship. He was bought by a

- colonist of some sensibili » who, recognising that this
Negro was an unusual person, allowed him a certain liberty

on the plantation and the use of five slaves to cultivate a
plot of land. He became a Catholic, married a woman who
was both beautiful and good, and Toussaint was the eldest
of his eight. children, Near to the household lived an old
Negro, Pierre Baptiste, remarkable for his integrity of
character and 'a smattering of knowledge. The Negroes
spoke a debased French known as creole. But Pierre knew
French, also a little Latin and a little geometry, which he
had learned from a missionary. . Pierre Baptiste became
Toussaint’s godfather and taught his godson the rudiments

13 As a slave he was called Toussaint Bréda. .
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of French; using the services of the ﬁmﬁwoﬁw Church .&@
instructed him also in the rudiments of Latin; Toussaint
"learned also to draw. The young slaves had the care of the
flocks and herds, and this was Toussaint’s early occupa-
tion. But his father, like many other Africans, ?.w@ some
knowledge of medicinal plants and. taught Toussaint what
he knew. The elements of an sducation, his knowledge of
herbs, his unusual intelligence, singled him out, m.ub@ he
was made coachman to his master. This .&woﬂmw..w him_fur-
ther means of comfort and self-education. Ultimately he
was made steward of all the live-stock on the estate—a
responsible post which was usually held .@%.m white man.
If Toussaint’s genius came from where genius comes, yet
circumstances conspired to give him mxommﬁou& parents
and friends and a kind master.

- But the number of slaves who oom,ﬁ?m& positions eﬁ%
h opportunities was infinitely small in comparison wi

M.MM wzwmw&m of thousands who bore on their bent -backs
the whole structure of Sen Domingo society. All m_m them
did not submit to it. Those whose boldness of spirit m.oﬂw@.
" slavery intolerable and refused to evade it wu.\ committing
' suicide, would fly to the woods and Boggm.m and form
bands of free men—maroons. They fortified their fastnesses
with palisades and ditches. Women followed thers. They
reproduced themselves, And for a, hundred years before
178 the maroons were a source of %E.mmw to the colony.
In 1720, 1,000 slaves fled to the mountains. In 1751 there
were at least 3,000 of them. Usually they formed separate
bands, but periodically they found a chief who was strong
enough to unite the different sections. Many of these rebel
leaders struck terror into- the hearts of the colonists by
their raids on the plantations and the mﬁmﬁm@w and deter-
mination of the resistance they organised against .mﬁmB@»w
to exterminate them. The greatest of these chiefs was
andal. .
gmowmm conceived the bold design of uniting all the Ne-
‘groes and driving the whites out of the colony. He was a
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Negro from Guinea who had been a slave in the district of
Limbé, later to become one of the great centres of the
revolution. Mackandal was an orator, in the opinion of a
white contemporary equal in-eloquence to the European
orators of the day, and different only in his superior strength
and vigour. He was fearless and, though ‘one-handed from
an accident, had a fortitude of spirit which he knew how
to preserve in the midst of the most cruel tortures. He
claimed: to predict the future; like Mahomet he had revela-
tions; he persuaded his followers that he was immortal and
exercised such.a hold over them that they considered it an
honour to serve hin on their knees; the Handsomest women
fought for the privilege of being admitted to his bed. Not
only did his band raid ard pillage plantations far and wide,
but he himself ranged from plantation to plantation to
make converts, stimulate his followers, and perfect his
great plan for the destruction of white civilisation in San
Domingo. An uninstructed mass, feeling its way to revolu-
tion, usually begins by terrorism, and Mackandal aimed at
delivering his people by means of poison. For six years he
built up his organisation, he and his followers poisoning
not only whites but disobedient members of their own
band. Then he arranged that on 2 particular day the water
of every liouse in the capital. of the province was to be
poisoned, and the general attack made on the whites while
they were in the convulsions and anguish of death. He had
Iists of all members of his party in each slave gang; ap-
pointed captains, lieutenants and other officers; arranged
for bands of Negroes to leave the town and spread over
the plains to massacre the whites. His temerity was the
cause of his downfall. He went one day to a plantation,

- got-drunk and was betrayed, and being captured was burnt

alive.- , S
'The Mackandal rebellion never reached fruition and
it was the only hint of an organised attempt at revolt dur-
ing the hundred years preceding the French Revolution.
The slaves seemed eternally resigned, though here and
there a slave was manumitted or purchased his freedom
from his owner. From their masters came no talk of future
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emancipation. The San Domingo colonists said that slavery
‘was necessary, and for them that finished the argument.
Legislation passed for the protection of the slaves remained
“on paper. in face of the dictum that a man could do as
he liked with his own. “All laws, however just and humane
they may be, in favour of Negroes will always be a viola-
tion of the rights of property if they are not sponsored by
the colonists. . . .'All laws on property are just only if
they are supported by the opinion of those who are inter-
ested in them as proprietors.” This was still white opinion
at the beginning of the French Revolution. Not only plant-
ers but officials made it quite clear that whatever the
penalties for the illtreatment of slaves, these could never
be enforced. The slaves might understand that they had
rights, which would be fatal to the peace and well-being
of the colony. That was why a colonist never hesitated at
the mutilation, the torture or the murder of a slave who
had cost him thousands of francs. “The Ivory Coast is a
good ‘mothexr” was a colonial proverb. Slaves could always
be bought, and profits were always high.

The Zomw_.o Code was enacted in 1683. A century mm“mw. _.

in 1788, the Le Jeune casel# laid bare the realities of slave
law and slave justice in San Domingo.

Le Jeune was a coffee planter of Plaisance. Suspecting
that the mortality among his Negroes was due to poison,
he murdered four of them and attempted to extort con-
fessions from two women by torture. He roasted their feet,
legs and elbows, while alternately gagging them thoroughly
and then withdrawing the gag. He extorted nothing and

threatened all his French-speaking slaves: that he would
kill them without mercy if they dared to depounce him. .

But Plaisarice, in the thickly-populated North Province,
was always a centre of the more advanced slaves, and 14
of them went to Le Cap and charged Le Jeune before the
law. The judges could do no less than accept the charges.
They appointed a commission which made an investigation

14 De Vaissiére, pp. mmmeumm.
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at Le Jeune’s plantation and confirmed the testimony of the
slaves. . The commission actually found the two women
barred and chained, with elbows and legs decomposing,
but still alive; one of them had her neck so lacerated by
an iron collar that she could not swallow. Le Jeune in-
sisted that they were guilty of the poisonings which for so
Iong had ravaged his plantation and gave in evidence a box
taken in the women’s possession. This, he mwﬁu contained
poison. But when the box was opened it was found to con-
tain nothing more than ordinary tobacco and rat dung.
Defence was impossible, and when the two women died,
Le Jeune disappeared just in time to escape arrest. The
case was clear. At the preliminary hearing the 14 Negroes
repeated their accusations word for word: But seven white
witnesses testified in favour of Le Jeune and two of his
stewards formally absolved him of all guilt. The planters
of Plaisance petitioned the Governor and the ‘Intendant on
behalf of Le Jeune, and demanded that each of his slaves
be given 50 lashes for having denounced him. The Cham-
ber of Agriculture of Le Cap asked that Le Jeune should
merely be banished from the colony. Seventy planters from
the porth made a. similar petition, and the Philadelphian
Circle, a centre of San Domingo culture, was asked to make
representations on Le Jeune’s bebalf. Le Jeune’s father -
.mmwom for a writ of intervention against one of the official
investigators whose evidence he impugned. “To put it
shortly,” wrote the Governor and the Intendant to the
Minister, “it seems that the safety of the colony depends
on the acquittal of Le Jeune.” It did, if the slaves were to

be kept in their place. The judges, after-a thousand delays,

returned a negative verdict, the charges were declared null
and void and the case dismissed. The public prosecutor
demanded an appeal before the Superior Council of Port--
au-Prince, the official capital of the island. All white San
Domingo was up in arms. The Intendant appointed the
oldest member. of the Council to be the rapporteur, think-
ing that he could be depended upon to ensure justice. But
on the day of the, trial, fearing that he would not be able
to secure a conviction he absented himself, and the Coun=
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¢il once more acquitted Le Jeune. The Home Government
could pass what laws it liked. White San Domingo would
not tolerate any interferevce with the methods by which
they kept their slaves in order.'®

This was the problem to be solved.

. Hope from the planters there was none. In France
Liberalism was still an aspiration and “trusteeship,” its
figleaf, was as yet unknown. But on the tide of humani-
tarianism rising on the bourgeois revolt against feudalism,
Diderot and the Encyclopaedists had attacked slavery.
“f et the colonies be destroyed rather than be the cause of
so much evil” said the Encyclopaedia in its article on the
slave-trade. But such outbursts neither then nor now have
. carried weight. And wordy attacks against slavery drew
sneers from observers which were not altogether unde-
served. The authors were compared to doctors who offered
to a patient nothing more than invectives against the dis~
ease which consumed him.

. But among these literary opponents of slavery was
~ one who, nine years before the fall of the Bastille, called
boldly for a slave revolution with a passionate conviction
¢hat it was bound to come some day and relieve Africa and
Africans. He was a priest, the Abbé Raynal, and he
preached his revolutionary doctrine in the Philosophical
and Political History of the Establishments and Commerce
of the Europeans in the Two Indies. It was a book famous

. 15 The French colonists were not freaks. For murders of two
Kenya natives by the sons of a bishop and a peer Tespectively
and the absence of any serious punishment, see Kenya, by Dr.
Norman Leys, pp. 176-180. In a footnote on p. 180 Dr. Leys
quotes the British Colonial Secretary in 1924: “Cases of this
Kind are of rare occurrence in the history of the colony,” and
adds, “a far from accurate statement.” This does not by any
means imply that all the bestialities of San Domingo are prac-
tised in Africa. But the régimes are stictly parallel, otherwise
the conditions noted by Dr. Leys could not exist. ,
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in its time and it came into the hands of
mﬁm&mo make use of it, Toussaint ﬁogmﬁwww slave Homw
Natural liberty is the right which nature has given
.SEQmQ one to dispose of himself according to his
wil. . ..
. “The slave, an instrument in the hands of wickedness
MMMMMMW Em .%wm which .&w m@mEmHm let loose against the
» a,mﬁommm are Wﬁmﬂmw.mgm and eternal truths—the founda-
on of all morality, the basi . : will th
be contested? %.omww. . s of el mo<mgmuﬁ il they
And the most famous passage:

- “If self-interest alome prevails with nations and their
masters, there is another power., Nature speaks in louder
tones than philosophy or self-interest. Already are there
established two coloniés of fugitive negroes, whom treaties
and power protect from assault. Those lightnings announce
the thunder. A courageous chief only is wanted. Where is
be, that great man whom Nature owes to her vexed op-
pressed and tormented children® Where is he? mm“e&m
appear, doubt it not; he will come forth and raise the

“ sacred standard of liberty. This venerable signal will gather
around him the companions of his misforfune. More im-
petuous than the torrents, they will everywhere leave the
Em&mﬁm traces of their just resentment. Everywhere pec-
ple will bless the neme ‘of the hero who shall have rees-
tablished the rights of the human race; everywhere will |
they raise trophies in his honour.” | ‘

Over and over again Toussaint read this passage: “A
courageous chief only is wanted. Where is he?” A cours-
geous chief was wanted. It is the tragedy of mass move-
ments that they need and can only too rarely find adequate
leadership. But much else was wanted. »

Men make their own history, and the black Jacobing
of San Domingo were to make history which would alter
the fate of millions of men and shift the economic cure
rents of three continents. But if they could seize om.mo%.a
ity they could not create it. The slave-trade and slavery
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were woven. tight into the economics of the eighteenth
century. Three forces, the proprietors of San Domingo, the
French bourgeoisie and the British bourgeoisie, throve on
this devastation of a continent and on the brutal exploita~
tion of millions. As long as these maintained an equilibrium
the infernal traffic would go on, and for that matter would
have goue on until the present day: But nothing, however
profitable, goes on forever. From the very momentum of
their own development, colonial planters, French and Brit-
ish bourgeois, were generating internal stresses and io-
tensifying external rivalries, moving blindly to explosions
and conflicts which would shatter the basis of their dome
inance and create the possibility of emancipation.

17
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mumﬁwwu - wmu San .U.oBEmo planters, British bourgeoisie
x nch bourgeoisie, the first and most important

e planters of San Domingo. ‘ e

mo&m%w M%MM mmmob .mw mmm Domingo slavery, only a vicious

. - Hlourish, Nor were the incidental circ
um-

mﬁmwoom such as to mitigate the demoralisation inherent in

such a method of production. ,

o Emwwm uﬁu%HMEmo .MM an island of mountain ranges mw.bm_
,000 feet above sea-level. From th

i ) . ese How

innumerable streams coalescing into rivers which water
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the valleys and ot inconsiderable plains lying between
the hills. Its distance from the equator gives an unusual
Jusciousness and variety to the natural exuberance of the
tropics, and the artificial vegetation was not inferior to the
natural.  Field upon field, the light green sugar-cane, low
and continually rippled in the breeze, enclosed the factory
" and the dwelling houses like 2 sea; a few feet above the
cane-stalks waved the fve-foot leaves of the banana-trees;
pear the dwelling-houses the branches of the palm, crown-
ing a perfectly rounded and leafless column of 60 or 70
feet, gave forth, like huge feathers, a continuous soothing
urmur; while groups of them in the distance, always
visiblé in the unclouded tropical air, looked like clusters
of giant umbrellas waiting for the parched and sun-baked
traveller. In the season, mango and orange trees, solitary
or in groves, were a mass of green leaves and red or golden
fruit, Thousands of small, scrupulously tidy coffee-trees rose
on the slopes of the hills, and the abrupt and precipitous
mountain-sides were covered to the summits with the lux-
uriant tropical undergrowth and precious hardwood for-
ests of San Domingo. The traveller from Europe was en-
chanted at his first glimpse of this paradise, in which the
ordered beauty of agriculture and the prodigality of Nature
competed equally for his surprise and admiration.
But it was monotonous, Year in year out, day after

day, it was the same, a little- greener in the wet season, a

little browner in the dry. The wilder scenery was con-
stantly magnificent, but in the colonist who had seen the
same domestic landscape from his earliest ‘hour, it
awakened little response. To the emigrant who was at first
charmed and exhilarated, monotony bred indifference,
which could develop into active dislike, and longing for
the seasons returning with the year.

The climate was harsh, and for the Europeans of the
eighteenth century without modem knowledge of tropical
hygiene almost intolerable. The burning sun and bumid
atmosphere took heavy toll of all newcomers, European
and African alike, The African died, but the European ail-
ments were dreaded by the planters whose knowledge and
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 habits were powerless to combat them. Fever and dysen-
tery in the hot season; cold, rheumatism, nasal catarrhs
and diarrhoea in the wet; at all Himes a .disinclination for
sustained labour, fostered by the gluttony and lascivious-
mess bred by abundance and scores of slaves waiting to
@w&oﬁs any duty, from pulling off shees to spending the
night. : o :
Indulgence had the white colonfal in its gri _
a&mm&oonw “I want an egg,” said a-colonial ngmw N%WMH
are none.” “Ther 1 want two.” This notorious anecdote was
mwm_amnﬁmammo. To the unhealthiness of the climate and the
indulgence of every wish were added the open licentious-
ness and habitual ferocity of his parents, the degradation
of human life which surrounded the child on every side.
The igrorance inherent in rural life prior to the in-
dustria} revolution was reinforced by the irascibility and
the conceit of isolation allied to undisputed domination
over hundreds of human beings. The plantations were
often miles apart and, in those days of horse-traffic and’
few or bad roads in 2 mountainous, couniry, comrnmuaica-

tion with neighbours was difficult and rare.  The planters

hated the life and sought only to make enough money to
refire to France orat least spend 2 few months in Paris,
luxuriating in the amenities of civilisation. With so much
to eat and drink, there was a lavish hospitality which has
remained a tradition, but the majority of the great houses,
contrary to the legend, were poorly furnished, and thejr -
owmefs iooked on them as rest-houses in the intervals of
trips to Paris. Seeking to overcome their abundant leisure
and boredom with food, drink, dice and black women, they -
had long before 1789 lost the simplicity of life and rude
energy of those nameless men who Iaid the foundation of
the colony. A manager and an overseer, and the more in-

- telligent of their slaves were more than sufficient to run

their plantations. As soon as they could afford it they left
the island, if possible never to return, though they never
formed in France so rich and powerful a social and political
force as the West Indian interest in England. ‘

The women were subjected to the same evil influ-
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ences. In the early: years of the colony they had been im-
ported like slaves-and machinery. Most of the first arrivals
were the sweepings of the Paris gutter, bringing o the
island “bodies as corrupt as their manners and serving only
to infect the colony.” T Another official, asking for women,
‘begged the authorities not to send the “ugliest they could
find in the hospitals.” As late as 1743 official San Domingo
was complaining that France still sent girls whose “apti-
tude for generation was for the most part destroyed by too
great usage.” Projects for some educational system never
came to fruition. With increasing wealth the daughters of
the richer planters went to Paris whers, after a year or
two at a fnishing-school, they made distinguished matches
with the impoverished French nobility. But in the colony
they passed their time’ attiring themselves, singing stupid
songs, and listening to the gossip and adulation of their
slave attendants. Passion was their chief occupation, stimu-
lated by over-feeding, idleness, and an undying jealousy
of the black and Mulattc women who competed so suc-
cessfully for the favours of their husbands and lovers.

To the men of divers races, classes and types who
formed the early population of San Domingo had been
added as the years passed a more unified and cohesive
element, the offshoots of the French aristocracy. Deprived

of political power by Richelieu and converted by Louis -

XIV into 2 decorative and administrative appendage of
the absolute monarchy, the younger sons of French noble-
men found in San Domingo some opportunity to rebuild
their shattered fortunes and live the life of the country
magnate now denied them in France. They came as of-
ficers in the army and officials, and stayed to found for-
tunes and families. They commanded the militia, ad~
ministered a rude justice. Arrogant and spendthrift, yet
they were a valuable section of white San Domingo so-
ciety and knit together more firmly a society composed of
such diverse and disintegrating elements. But even their

education, traditions and pride were not proof against the

prevailing corruption, and one could see a “relation of the

1 De Vaissiére, pp. 77-79-
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.mmm Mmﬁmammmu a Chiteauneuf, or Boucicaut, last descendunt
of the famous marshal of France, passing his life between
a bowl of rum and a Negro concubine.” 2

Town life is the nurse of civilisation. Bu
Port-au-Prince, the capital, and Cap m,wmumommu NWMHMMMM“
of San Domingo at the height of its prosperity were little
miore than .S:mmom. In 1789 St Marc had only 150 houses
Mole St Nicholas, the Gibraltar'of the Caribbean Sea &mm
only 250; Léogane, one of the most mg.uoﬁmma ﬁoéwm “in
the West Province, consisted of between 300 and 400
Toﬂmmm laid out in 15 streets; Jacmiel, one of the key towns
in ﬂrm_‘moumr had only 40. Even Cap Francois, the Paris
of the Antilles, and the entrepét of the mﬁ.ommmu trade
had a population of only 20,000, of whom half were slaves
Mon. ﬁm_.om%v as it was familiarly called, was a town mmHoE.“
in its time and in its way unique. An incessant activity
wmumum%mymmwu with its harbour always filled with ships and
its streets with merchandise. But it too bore the Emﬂbﬁ of
savagery .s&mow_ seemed inseparable from everything con-
Umog.& with San Domingo. One of the most distinguished.
colonial historians, Moreau of Saint-Méry, admits that the
streets were sewers and that people threw all their garbage
into Emﬁ. The Government begged people in vain not mo.
comrmit wimmgmm in the street, to be careful of the disposi-
tion of “faecal matter,” not to let sheep, pigs and goats
wander loose. No one paid-any attention to these injunc-
tions. - , :
In Port-au-Prince, the official capital .
the population washed their dirty mwmwu BMMW %MMMM_MHMM .
soaked manioc in the water of the only spring which sup-
m.rm.m the town. Despite repeated prohibitions they _oow.
tinued to beat their slaves in the public streets. Nor were
Em authorities therselves more careful. If it rained. at
night, one could not walk in the town the next day msm
.mc.,mmgm of water filled the ditches at the side of the mﬁ.mmw
in which one could hear the croaking of toads. De
2 De Vaissiére. p. 217. .
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‘Wimpffen called Port-au-Frince a Tartar camp, and Moreau’
de Saint-Méry, himself a colonial, deprecates the sharpness
of the expression but admits that it was not entirely in-
applicable. | . .
Such culture as there was centred in these towns. In
Le Cap there were various masonic and other societies,
“the most famous of which was the Philadelphia Circle, a
body devoting itself to politics, philosophy and literature.
But the chief reading of the population consisted of lascivi-
ous novels. For amusement there were theatres, not only
in Le Cap and Port-au-Prince, but in such small towns as
‘Léogane and St Mare, where the melodramas and the
thrillers of the day were played to packed houses. In 1787
there were three companies in Port-au-Prince alone.
What the towns lacked in intellectual fare they made
- wp for in opportunities of debauchery—gambling-dens (for
everyone in San Domingo played and great fortunes were
won and lost in a few days), dance-halls, and private
brothels whereby the Mulatto women lived in such com-.
fort and hoxury that in 1789, of 7,000 Mulatto women in
San' Domingo, 5,000 were either prostitutes or the kept
mistresses of white men. . S
The regular clergy of San Domingo instead of being
a moderating influence were notorious for their irreverence
and degeneracy. In the early years they consisted chiefly
of unfrocked monks. Later came a better class of priests,
but in that turgid, overheated society few were able to
withstand the temptations of easy money, easy living, and
easy women; many of them lived openly with their concu-
‘bines, Their greed for money led them.to exploit the
Negroes with the same ruthlessness as the rest of white
San Domingo. About the middle of the eighteenth century
one of them used to beptise the same Negroes seven or
eight times, for the ceremony amused the slaves and they
were willing to pay a small sum for each baptism. As late

a5 1700 auother was competing with the Negro obeah-men:

for the coppers of the slaves, by selling charms against
illness and talismans to insure the success of their petty
yentures, :
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In the towns the great merchants and the wealthy
agents of the maritime bourgecisie were included witly
the planters as big whites. On the plantations the man-
agers and the stewards were either agents of the absentee

- owner, or were under the eye of the planter himself and
@mnmmo_d. subordinate to him. These in the country, m.un.m
in the ._»oiuu ﬁ_u_m‘msm&. lawyers, the notaries, the clerks,
the artisans, the' grocers, were known as the small whites.®
Included ameng the small whites was a crowd of city

‘vagabonds, fugitives from justice, escaped galley slaves,
debtors unable to pay their bills, adventurers secking ad-
venture or quick fortunies, men of all crimes and all na-
tionalities. From the underworld of two continents 9@%
came, Frenchmen and Spaniards, Maltese, Italians, Portu-
guese and Americans. For whatever a man’s origin, record
or _awmwmoﬁob here his white skin made him a person of
quality and rejected or failures in their own nomuﬂw flocked
MWommmmu UoE.Fmowéwmnm %oﬂ&maﬁmmow was achieved at so

a price, mone W iti

bomehor Mwocum&.. y flo & and opportunities of de-

No small white was a servant, no white man did anv

work that he could get a Negro to do for him. b_vmwﬂww
summoned to attend to a customer appeared in silk attire
w,mﬁ under his arm, sword at his side, cane under his &woim

followed by four Negroes. One of them combed the hair,

-another dressed it, a third curled it and the fourth finished.

While they worked the employer presided over the vari

‘operations. At the mmmwﬁmmw meofwwmm, at the mmmrw%ms bmmm.-.
take, he boxed the cheek of the unfortunate slave so hard
that often he knocked him over. The slave picked himself
up S&Hoﬁ any sign of resentment, and resumed. The same
hand which had knocked over the slave closed on am

encrmous fee, and the barber took his exit with
€ fee exit with the s
insclence and elegance as before. . e

8 These should not be confused with th
s ) e medern % ites™
in America or South. Africa. Some of these, especi WQMséwﬂww.

-ica, live at a standard almost as low as that of the Negroes in

their community.
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This was the type for whom race prejudice was more
important than even the possession of slaves, of which
they held few. The distinction between a white man and
a man.of colour was for them fundamental. It was their
all. In defence of it they would bring down the whole of
their world. . : |

Big whites and small whites did not exhaust the white

population of San Domingo, Over them both was the
bureancracy, composed almost entirely of Frenchmen from
France, who governed the island. The heads of the bu-
reaucracy were the Governor and the Intendant. The Gov-
ernor was the official representative. of the King, with all
that this implies even to this day in the administration of
distant colonies. His official salary might be as much as
100,000 livrest 2 year, besides the profits common to such
posts in the twentieth as well as in the eighteenth century:
the granting of concessions, the acting on the quiet as agent
for European merchandise in the colonies and for colonial
merchandise in Furope. A French nobleman was as greedy
for a governorship of San Domingo as his British counter-
part for a-viceroyalty of India. In 1787 the Governor was 2
brother to the French Ambassador in London, and he left
the post of Governor to become Minister of Marine.

Next to the Governor was the Intendant, who was
responsible for justice, finance and general administration,
and sometimes drew a salary of 80,000 livres a year. The
Governor was a soldier and aristocrat, the Intendant was
a bureaucrat, and the military and the civil were con-
stantly at variance. But against the local whites they and
their staff, the commandants in the districts and the senior
officials, represented the King’s authority and the com-
mercial privileges of the French bourgeoisie. They could
arrest without warrant, they could refuse to carry out the

instructions of the Minister, they could force the members -

of the local advisory councils to.resign, could grant fa-
vours; pronounce confiscations, increase taxes, in fact their

4 About % of a franc.
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arbitrariness had no legal bounds. i
the Koo o, g ds. “God was too high and
The colonists hated them. In addition to their abso-
lute power they were wasteful and extravagant, their mal-
versations were constant and enormous, and they treated
the local whites with an arrogance and wmwmnoﬁozmummw_
that galled these little potentates with their two or three
hundred slaves. There were good and bad Governors good
and wmmwﬁsﬁmwmmuﬁmu as there were good and bad ‘slave-
owners. But this was a matt. ‘
o this i @1 er of pure chance. It was the
There was some pretence at local self-government,
Both at Le Cap and at Port-au-Prince there were Iocal
councils which registered the royal edicts and the decisions
of the local government. Shortly before the revolution there
was also appointed a council of the richest and most power-
.m&. n..m the whites who were supposed to represent Tocal
opinion. But the Intendant, kike the Governor in the Brit-
ish Legislative Councils of to-day, could accept or reject
their advice as he pleased. :

" The bureaucracy, with the source of its power so many
thousands of miles away, could not depend only on the
two m_.H.mbow regiments in the colony. In 178¢ the function-
aries in San Domingo, where the white population was
about. 30,000, numbered only 513. Without some mass
support government would have been impossible. Bringing
with them from France the traditional hostility of the ab-
m&.ﬁm ‘monarchy to the political power of the feudal no-
bility, the bureaucrats sought a counterweight to the power
of the planters in the small whites of town and-country. -
The o.Emm complaint of the small whites was against
thé militia which policed the districts and frequently en-
croached on the Intendant’s administration of justice and
finance. To these complaints the Intendant was always
sympathetic. In 1760 one Intendant went so far as to dis-
solve the militia altogether and appointed ‘syndics to carry
on the local government. The colony was thrown into dis-
o.u.&mﬁ the Home Government had to re-establish the mili-
tiz and restore its former powers to the military. Straight..
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i 3 “island, Ted by the
an insurrection broke out in the is : °
wﬂwwﬂ justices of the peace, mméwmﬁmw .M_oﬁﬁsm MMM%MMQMMM
rs. The planters complained that the supp of thi
.MMWEQM .Wmnm the lowest sections of the mOw&mﬁoP@NM
one district three Portuguese Hmﬁmw a woﬁnww a MWMMMM m&.
i hoemaker, a butcher’s assistant and 2 fo .
.Mww Mmmmwm ranks. The scorn of the Emﬁwmmw is o<mng§mﬁ_m
i i ese troubles
for “these rascals who have occasione > ibles and
we can say with justice that they axe |
MM&MWWBMWM% mmﬁrwwm and mothers @m“qm w.mmn wmowwwm wﬂ
moEmmﬂm servanis, Oor even wmmpm.b MMmMu %Mﬂmmmm.mamm o
was not their low origin which justine gttack of
ail whites. Tailors, butchers and
D oo sl lay the decisive part in the
diers from the ranks were 10 play 1 st
) i taneous eiforts save
French Revolution—and by their spon s save
. ion at home and abroad. Bul
Paris from the counter-revolution a But
i a rabble and filled no im
. + of the small whites were a ra i -
E%Hmwmmw function in the economy of the colony. K every
Wwb%m one of them had been deported from the country,

such work as they did could have been done by free Mu- .

" lattoes, free blacks, or mqms.mwmﬁm..ﬁw@uwg éwnmwnww MM#H.
1 part of San Domingo society, eithe s
.ﬁmﬂ cw tradition. But they were »m?nwomwmu%w Mmumwmwpw owmmww
bureaucracy. In 1771 we find the . enda
.MMHM%mEEm of Eom#mﬁ tyranny. “Since the militia are %mm..
established,” he complains, “the officers are every cay
depriving the ordinary judges of all their prerogatives.
® Here then was the first great division, that wQ.wéMm%
great whites and. small. whites, with .@Mﬁ WEMM_HQWQNEMM W
ing the small whites.
ancing between and encouraging e S vt
uld assuage or solve this conilict. The mx :
M“E gmﬁmmﬁ France these two will spring at each other
and fight to a finish. _

. ‘o
There was-another class of free men in San Domingo,

the free Mulattoes and free blacks. Neither legislation, nor -

the growth of race prejudice, could destroy the attraction
5 De Vaissiére, pp. 245-147. .
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.of the black women for the white men of San Domingo.
It was characteristic of all classes; the rabble on the shore-
front, the planter or overseer who chose a slave to pass the
night with him and drove her from his bed to the lash of

.the slave-driver next morning; a Governor-of the colony,
newly arrived from France, who was disturbed at finding
himself seized with a passion for the handsomest of his fouy
black maids. . _ , ,

- In the early days every Mulattc was free up to the
age of 24, not by law, but because white men were so few

~ in comparison with the slaves that the masters sought to

bind these intermediates to themselves rather than Iet them
swell the ranks of their enemies. In those early years race

 prejudice was not strong, The Negro Code in 1685 author-

ised marriage between the white and the slave who had
* children by him, the ceremony freeing herself and her cliil-
dren. The Code gave the free Mulattoes and the free Ne-
groes equal rights with the whites. But as the white popu-
lation grew larger, white San Domingo discarded the con-
vention, and enslaved or sold their numerous children like
any king in the African jungle. All efforts to prevent concu-
binage failed, and the Mulatto children multiplied, tc be
freed or to remain slaves at the caprice of their fathers.
Many were freed, becoming artisans and household serv-
ants. They began to amass property, and the whites, while
adding unceasingly to the number of Mulattoes, began to
resirict and harass them with malicious legislation. The
whites threw as much as possible of the burdens of the
country upon them, On attaining their majority they were
compelled to join the maréchaussée, a police organisation
for arresting fugitive Negroes, protecting travellers on the

‘high road, capturing dangerous Negroes, fighting against

the maroons, all the difficuit and dangerous tasks which the
local whites might command. After three years’ service in
the maréchaussée, they had to join the local militia, pro-
vide their own arms, ammunition and accoutrements, and,
without pay. or allowance of any kind, serve.at the discre-
tion of the white commanding officer. Such duties as the
focced upkeep of the roads were made to fall on them with
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extra severity, They were excluded from the naval and mili-
tary departments, from the practice of law, medicine, and
divinity, and all public offices or places of trust. A white
man could trespass on a Mulatto’s property, seduce his wife
or daughter, insult him in any way he chose, certain that at
any hint of resentment or revenge all the whites and the
Government would rush out ready to lynch. In legal actions
the decision nearly always went against the Mulattoes, and
to terrorise them into subroission a free man of colour who
struck 2 white man, whatever his station in life, was to
have his right arm cut off. ,

But by some fortunate chance, the amount of property
that they could bold was not, as in the English islands,

limited. Of fine physique and intelligent, administering -

their enterprises themselves without exhausting their for-
tunes in extravagant trips to Paris, they began to acquire
wealth as master-artisans and then as proprietors. As they
began to establish themselves, the jealousy and envy of the
white colonists were transformed into ferocious hatred and
fear. They divided the offspring of ‘white and black and
intermediate shades into 128 divisions, The true Mulatto
was the child of the pure black and the pure white. The
c¢hild of the white and the Mulattc woman was a quarteron
with g6 parts white and 32 parts black. But the quarteron

could be produced by the white and the marabou in the -

proportion of 88 to 40, or by the white and the sacatra, in

the proportion of 72 to 56 and so on all through the 128 .

- varieties. But the sang-mélé with 127 white parts and 1
black part was still 2 man of colour. - .
 Inaslave society the mere possession of personal free-
dom is a valuable privilege, and the laws of Greece. and
‘Rome testify that severe legislation against slaves and freed-

‘men have nothing to do'with the race question. Behind all

this elaborate tom-foolery of quarteron, sacatra and mara-
bou, was the one dominating fact of San Domingo society
—fear of the slaves. The mothers of the Mulattoes were in
the slave-gangs, they bad half-brothers there, and how-
ever much the Mulatto himself might despise this half of
his origin, he was at home among the slaves ‘and, in addi-
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tion to his wealth and education, could have an influence
among them which a white man could never have, Further-
more, apart from physical terror, the slaves were to be kept
E.,mc_u_.momow, by associating inferiority and degradation
with the most obvious distinguishing mark of the slave
the black skin. Few of the slaves being able to read, the
noﬁumm._ﬂm did not hesitate to say openly: “It s mmmmamv& to
maintain a great distance between those who obey and
“mpomm who command. One of the surest means of doing this
Hm.,m._mu.wm%mgmaow of: the imprint that slavery has once |
given. No Mulatto, therefore, whatever his numbeér of
white parts, was allowed to assume the pame of his white
father. - . . .

- But despite these restrictions the Mulattoes continued-
to miake progress. By 1755, little more than three genera--
ﬁoHE after %wm Negro Code, they were beginning to fill the
colony, an i i _ i i
m”_.m,EWS nd iﬂw mmma.oém numbers _mbm ﬂo_.hmm were causing

They lived (ran a report)® like their forebears, on the
Tocal vegetables, drinking no wine, confining themselves to
the local liquors brewed from the sugar cane. Thus their
personal consumption .contributed nothing to- the mainte-
nance of the important trade with France. Their sober
ways of living and their small expenditure enabled them to
put away most of their income every year, they accumu-
Fﬁmm_ﬁwB@mm capital, and grew more arrogant as their
s.me» increased. They bid for all properties on.sale in the
various districts, and raised prices to such fantastic heights
that the whites who were not wealthy could not buy, or

-ruined themselves by attempting to keep pace with them.

Thus, in some districts, the finest properties were in the
possession of the half-castes, and yet they were everywhere
the least ready to submit to statute labour and the public
dues. Their plantations were the sanctuary and asylum of

the freedmen who had neither work nor profession and of

numerous fugitive slaves who had run away from their
gangs. Being so rich they imitated the style of the whites
and sought to drown all traces of their origin. They were
€ De Vaissiére, p. 222. ,




40 THE BLACE JACOBINS

trying to get high commands in the militia. Those who had
ability enough o make ther forget the vice of their origin
were even seeking places in the judiciary. If this sort of
thing went on, they would soon be making marriages with
distinguished families, which would bind these families in
alliance with the slaves in the gangs, whence the mothers
of these upstarts came. .
This was no cantankerous croak from a jealous colonist.
Tt was an official memorandum from the bureaucracy to the
Minister. Increasing numbers, increasing wealth were giv-
ing the Mulattoes greater pride and sharpening their re-
sentment against their humiliations. Some of them were
sending their children to France to be educated, and in
France, even a hundred years hefore the revolution, there
was little colour prejudice. Up to 1716 every Negro slave
who touched French soil was free, and after an interval of
fifty years another decree in 1762 reaffirmed this. In 1739
a slave served as trumpeter in the royal regiment of Cara-
bineers; young Mulattoes were Teceived in the -military
corps reserved to the young nobility and in the .offices of
the magistracy; they served as pages at court.” Yet these
men had to go back to San Domingo and submit to the dis-
criminations and brutality of the San Domingo whites. And
as the Mulattoes began to press against the barriers, white
San Domingo passed a series of laws which for maniacal
savagery are unique in the modern world, and (we would
have said up to 1933) not likely to be paralleled again in
history. The Council of Port-au-Frince, holding up the race
question as a screen, wanted to exterminate them. Thus the
whites could purge their system of a growing menace, get
rid of men from whom they had borrowed money, and
seize much fine property. The Council proposed to banish
all the half-castes up to the degree of quarteron to the
mountains (“which they would bring info cultivation”), to
forbid the sale of all property on the plains to half-castes,
to deny them the right of acquiring any house-property, to
force all those up to the degree of quarteron and all those

7 Lebeau, De la Condition des Gens de Couleur Libres sous
TAncien Régime, Poitiers, 1903
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NMW%MM ﬁwawmwﬂmmﬁm%mwmoﬁm of n&oﬁ,. to that degree, to |
s within a year. “For,” said the Counci
éﬁwaM Mwwmwau%m%__ﬁ Mmmwmw Hmﬂd friendly to .mamm mumwmwmww
¢ stull attached, than to us who he
MMH mww sabordination which we demand and m_mw MMM“m%H
s mMMm ﬁ.omww them, In a revolution, in 2 moment of ten-~
.ﬁmm“w& v AMM. d be the first to break the yoke which
e %mnnﬁmw iy MMW ﬁwo Sowwwumomﬁmm they are richer and are
) 0 have white debtors, si :
longer have sufficient res e the e Y h
pect for us.” But the coloni
MMM MMM oﬂw these sweeping plans. The gzm%wmﬁ%%%m
( an Jews, were already too d ¢
o?ﬂn.w_w écdwm have begun ﬁwﬁw mb&ﬂﬂ%mwoﬂmu - 9@. =
e colonists had to content @mﬁm&.ﬁm i
c with i
%&ﬁo% rivals every humiliation that ingenuity mﬁWNMNM
mmoﬁmcbmsmm. ngwmms 1758 .and the revolution the per-
Socutio mﬁwwwwwwm., .H%wm Mulattoes were forbidden to wear
and European dr i
s . D ess. They were forbid-
mmw MMmWMw ammurition except by special %Wgwmmouw NMMH
e - quantity mﬂmﬁmm. They were forbidden to meet
- Logett m%www m.% mﬂmmm of weddings, feasts or dances
: " of a fine for the first off impri .
for the next, and worse _ o foubidan o
. , to follow. They were forbidden tg
Mﬁmwb @MM%MWM@% Smmum%mﬁwmmmg to play ME.QWHM
nes. were torbidden to draw up any docy-
Mwmbﬁ for mwwg.. In 1781, eight years before @W wm<wmﬁMMM
gmm were forbidden to take the titles of Monsieur and
u ame. Up te 1791, if a white man ate in their hous
a Mum ﬁo&% mom sit at table with him. The only w&émma.m”w
ites allowed the i i
byl m was the privilege of lending white
Short of insurrectio
. r n, there was no wa t is.
MM& until the Bastille fell the efforts of ?m%w%%m%mmwwﬂ.
- msw%ﬁm themselves assumed - strange forms. De <E..mc
wwnwwm Mw M.wwémm a story, which we can understand vm.w.-.
ditlerism than we could have done before. In

8 Lebeau, De Iz Conditi .
eocau, . ion ... issi
Suint-Domingue Lo cells do 1z Boolgtion. Sesconi e S orss
pifen, Edited by Savine, pp. 36-38 eto, 0 O Baron
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1771 the Sieur Chapuzet had obtained from the Council
of Le Cap a decree which gave him the privileges of a
white man, his obscure career preventing any questions
begin raised about his origin. A little later he attempted to
become an officer in the militia. Four lieutenants in the
militia of the North Plain made minute researches into the
records and presented an exact genealogy of the Chapuzet
family, proving that a maternal-ancestor, 150 years back,
was a Negro from St. Kitts. De Chapuzet defended him-
self, “in law and in fact,” in law because the power of de-
_ciding on the status of a citizen 'was the prerogative of the
"Government and not of private individuals, in fact be-
cause in 1624 there were no Negroes in St Kitts. Colonial
history was now the terrain. With extracts from the his-
torians the whites proved that there were slaves in St Kitts
in 1624. Chapuzet admitted defeat and left for France.
Three years after, he returned, calling ‘himself M.
Chapuzet de Guérin, or familiatly M. le Guérin. Aristocrat
at least in name, by means of 2 sponsor he again brought
his case for being considered a white man before the courts.
Once more he was defeated. But Chapuzet was a man of
resource. He claimed that this ancestor, “the St Kitts
Negro”, was no Negro, but a Carib, a free-born Carib, a
member of “that noble race on whom the French and Span-
iards had .imposed the law of conquest” Chapuzet -
umphed. In 1779 two decrees of the Council declared that
his claims were justified. But he did not get his rank. The
Tocal officials dared not appoint him. Following the publica-
tion of the decrees, the people of colour abandoned them-
selves to such demonstrations of joy and foolish hopes that
the consequences of Chapuzet's appointment might have
been very dangerous. The doors of Chapuzet’s lawyer were

besieged with quarterons and other fair-skinned Mulattoes -

seeking to have their remote slave ancestors transformed
into free and noble Caribs.. : .

The advantages of being white were so obvious that
race prejudice against the Negroes permeated the minds of
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the Mulattoes who so bitterly resented the i

the whites. Black slaves MEM Mulattoes Wmmwmﬂommwmmmwwwu
Even while in words and, by their success in life, in man :
of mﬁ:,. actions, Mulattoes demonstrated the m&ummumww oum
the white claim to inherent superiority, yet the man of
colour who was nearly white despised the man of colour
who was only half-white, who in turn despised the man of

. colour who was only quarter white, and so on through all

the shades.

The free blacks, comparativel eakin

many, and so despised was Hmrm Zmom mmub muwwmm,\,mm% H,w“m
WM.M% M_mcm felt himself superior to the free black man. The
M mmmHﬂMu rather than be slave to 2 black, would have killed
. It all reads like a cross between a nigh .
joke. But these distinctions still mmouommmmgﬂwwmmmmuﬂw m_m
the West Indies to-day.? While whites in Britain dislike the
rm:.ommﬁm. more than the full-blooded Negro, whites in the
West Indies favour the half-caste against the blacks. These
rmﬁméﬂwmﬂm matters of social prestige. But the racial dis-
eriminations in Africa to-day are, as they were in San Do-
mingo, matters of Government policy, enforced by bullets
Mum Wm%osmﬂu. and we have lived to see the rulers of a
p Emwm.mbmzmﬁo; make mﬁ Aryan grandmother as precious
mwu eir fellow-countrymen as the Carib-ancestor was to
; e Ksﬂwﬁo. The cause in each case is the same—the justi-
rnwﬁ.cw of plunder by any obvious differentiation from those

olding power. 1t is as well to remind the reader that a
trained o_umoimw travelling in the West Indies in 1935 says
o.,m the coloured men there, “A few at the top judges vmwu
Eﬁmﬁmw moo.»owm‘ whatever their shade of no?mvh ooEm' hold
their own in any circle. A great many more are the intel-
~mom=mw.mmcmw or superiors of their own white contempo-
Wmﬁmm.. 1 Many of the Mulattoes and free blacks were
ackward in comparison to the whites but their capacity
was perfectly obvious in San Domingo in the years before

9 §till true, in 1961.

SEmoBE . . . ,,i .
o WF S\,ﬁaﬁamwas ﬂ._mm S&&?&Rﬂﬁanmoﬁ@m@@.
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1789. Tt took gunpowder and cold steel to convince the San
Domingo whites. And if, as we have seen, the most intel-
ligent of them did not delude themselves about the mate-
rialist origins of their prejudice against the Mulattoes, we
yet will make a great mistake if we think that they were
bypocrites when they. claimed that a white skin guaranteed
to the owner superior abilities and entitled him to a monop-
oly of the best that the colony afforded.

“Upon the different forms of property, upon the social
conditions of existence as foundation, there is built a super-
structure of diversified and characteristic sentiments, illu-
sions, habits of thought, and outlooks on life in general.
The class as a whole creates and shapes them out of its
material foundation, and out of the corrésponding social
relationships. The individual in whom they arise, through
#radition and education, may fancy them to be the true
determinants, the real origin of his activities.” 11 On this
common derivation of prejudice, small whites, big whites
and bureaucracy were united against Mulattoes. It had
been so for one hundred and ffty years, and therefore it
would always be so. But would it? The higher bureaucrats,
cultivated Frenchmen, arrived in the island without prej-
udice; and looking for mass support used to help the Mu-~
lattoes 2 little. And Mulattoes and big whites had a com-
mon bond—property. Once the revolution was well under
way the big whites would have to choose between their

allies of race and their allies of property. They would not
hesitate long. - _ :

Such was the society of this famous colony. These
were the people, and this the life, for whom in part 5o
much blood was shed and so much suffering bome. The
best minds of the time had no illusions about it. Baron de
Wimpffen, who saw the colony in 1790 at the very summit
of its prosperity, one day saw a slave leaning on the handle
of his hoe,. looking sadly into the sunset. “What are you
doing, Nazimbo?” he asked. “What are you looking at?”

11 Karl Marx, The Eighteenth Brumaire.
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Mgwc oﬁmﬁmw& his hand towards the sctting sun. “I see
.amﬁmﬁﬂ country,” he replied, and tears rolled from his eyes.
gmmﬁﬁwww ME% %%W%WW mwmnm &Moue said de Wimpffer o
s e hope of seeing it again on
WMM %Mu%%“%mmwou gm%. wmmﬂH. mMm woswm mmmrm?e ﬁmwnmwm
on slave alike detested the place. Af
months later de Wimpffen left and s optni o
ord. It is a fitting epitaph of that mooﬁ% WWMWHWNM%HMMMM
N“wow.am Mwmm ,mwo be mmmﬁowm@.. “Do you wish to know my final
wo M his country? It is that the more I get to know the
~men who inhabit it, the more I congratulate myself on leav-
EHm it ... gm.w one is what the greater part of the
| mH anters are, one is bom to own slaves. When one is what
e greater part of the slaves are, one is born to be a slave,

In this country everybody is in his place.”

Prosperity is not a moral question and the justificati
MM%H MWMHMMQH%MM its wSmﬂmaar. Never for amwmmwmmwmm
T own such economic progress. By 1
MHMNMWW before the vmeHﬁm of the %@WM %mmawm MW_WWH
Dore Mrw m%w mﬂmﬂmﬂomz of sugar and 3,379 of Mbmmmo.
Emﬁbwm e Seven Mwmwm War (1756-1763) the French
e m:mémww.ﬁ.,m the sea by the British Navy, could not
wmumm e msm_w%mm on which the colony depended, the ex-
tonsi Mn MMHMWNH %M mﬁMMM Mo&m not supply the deficiency,
: . Tom starvation and the
MMM oww production, though not halted, was %Bmwwwm%qm% :
aft M. mm Treaty of Paris in 1763 the colony made a great
de forward. In 1767 it exported 7z million pounds’
s‘m%ra of raw sugar and 51 million pounds of %E.Hm a
m ! on woﬁ.&m of indigo and two million pounds of cotto
and quantities of hides, molasses, cocoa and rum, mBﬁMw

~ gling, which was winked at by the authorities, raised the

official figures by at least 25 per cent. No i i

quantity that San UoEmbmo‘mWomqu but %Mﬂﬂ%ﬁoﬁﬂmﬂ
aom@m.@mm produced on an average a pound wei ht, e jual
sometimes to _ﬁ.wmﬁ of Mocha. Cotton grew bmgmm , M¢m§
without care, in stony. ground and in the oﬁm.&nmmwwm the
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rocks. Indigo also grew spontaneously. Tobacco had a
Tlarger leaf there than in any other part of the Americas and
sometimes equalled in quality the produce of Havana. The
kernel of San Domingo cocoa was more acidulated than
that of Venezuela and was not inferior in other respects,
experience proving that the chocolate made of the two
. eoc0as in combination bad a more delicate flavour than that
made from the cocoa of Venezuela alone.

If on no earthly spot was so much misery concen-
srated.as on a slave-ship, then on no portion of the globe
did its surface in proportion to its dimensions yield so much
wealth as the colony of San Domingo. ‘

. And yet it was this very prosperity which would lead
to the revolution. . ,

From the beginning the colonists were at variance
with the French Government and the interests it repre-
sented. The French, like every other Government in those
days, looked upon colonies as existing, exclusively for the
profit of the metropolis. Known as the Mercantile system
in England, the French called this economic tyranny by a
more honest name, the Exclusive. Whatever manufactured
goods the colonists needed they were compelled to buy
from France. They could sell their produce only to France.
The goods were to be transported only in French ships.

. Even the raw sugar produced in the colonies was to be
refined in the mother-country, and the French imposed.
heavy duties on refined sugar of colonial origin. “The colo-
nies.” said Colbert, “are founded by and for the metrop-
olis.” This was not true. The colonists had founded San
Domingo themselves, and the falsehood of the claim made
the exploitation all the harder to bear. :

In 1664 the French Government, in accordance with
the custom of those days, handed over the rights of trade
with San Domingo to a private company. But the monop-
olists either could not or would not send out all the goods
that the colonists wanted, and charged them nearly twice
as much as they were accustomed to pay. The colonists re-
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MMWMQHWHHW the Awoﬁgon was compelled to ease the restrie-
@dﬁ.ﬂﬁ : Mww the same »?n.m happened. Agents received
som the mowgwwwwuwmmw&&mm grant of the African trade
_ an Domingo with 2,000 Ne .

every year. But by. 1720 the colonists ng 5000
slaves a year, and they knew that i it nocne o
them with only one-quarter of %M-.mmmmaow bt o

: : . ds, the e

M%MMM Mmmam the %Enm. There was another H.smcﬂmmmwwmwm
g arrested the Governor and put him in prison, and
overnment had to modify the privileges of the com-

- * pany. The colonists saw themselves held in check by the

ﬁWoo.a,Ea.«m _moa the benefit of the metropolis, and as their
.w_ SHWMWN @%M._Mrmu_\ MUE& the restrictions more and more
- rolitical dependence on the moth
. i er-country
M.NMM MMM&M\,W&E% %.6 economic growth of San UonMMN
_ s wished to shake off th ha “Bri .
A ts wished ese shackles as Britajn’s
: ere to shake off theirs. Thus if bi
ol : X s if big-
MMMM@M mwww. Mwmb éwnmm émum in permanent conflict .émm
r, they were united against the Mul ,
one hand and against the French boure o on,the
> hanc bourgeoisi (
They ool renc geoisie on the other.
_ persecute the Mulattoes, b i
bonepeatsis b Aulattoes, but against the French
: y could do nothing but rage. Long
ut . Long b
MMMM ﬂw,m m_a.msow bourgeoisie was the Bomm moémumg_ommwm
n Mr orce in France, and the slave-trade and the colonie
were the basis of its wealth and power. S

‘The slave-trade and slavery were the economi
. . H'w i
MMDMWHM@MMMM_U %m&w?ﬂob. “Sad irony of w:BmMHM%ﬂwaHm
Zwummm : wamm,w The mowgu.mm created at Bordeaux, mﬁ
e Mer MW ‘ : mmmj%-ﬁm_mmu. gave to the bourgeoisie that
pride mﬂ.ou.«mm ed liberty and contributed to human
emand Mmm Ho..mm antes was the centre of the slave-trade.
Ase o:w_uom& , .Hom ships went to the coast of Guinea and
el o oo mw..LmNr slaves,? to a total value of more than
87 millions giving the Nantes bourgeoisie 15 to 20 per
élr money. In 1700 Nantes was sending 50 ships

12 This section is b ,
2T _is_based on the wo “Jaura iSEOir
cialiste de la Révolution m»n:mn%mg.m»wﬂuoum@mwﬁmwg mwpmwoﬁwm so-
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. year to the West Indies with Irish salt beef, gmm for MWM
houschold and for clothing .mpm‘&w.ému Emm_p mac H_Haw“m or
sugar-mills. Nearly all the industries which develop d in
France during the eighteenth Mﬂﬁ% WMMHHMWM Mﬂmﬁ. v

iti tined either
mOn%MMmownnwoﬂ HM%MMM. m%wm capital from the &m%m.ﬂmmm
fertilized them; though the bourgeoisie traded in other

" things than slaves, upon the success 0T failure of the ﬁ%ﬂ A

: ing else depended.® . .
@<o_umwam ships %cﬁ on the way wine from w\wmmmﬁm MMM
the colonists and dried turtle from Cape Ver mom.oﬂ he

 glaves. In return they brought back colonial produce

Nantes whence Dutch vessels tock it to Northern Wﬁmﬂ.
Some made the return journey by way of Spain mwm ortes
gal, exchanging their colonial cargo for the produc ‘

those countries. Sixty ships from Rochelle and Oberon

i the inland mar-
ht their salted cod to Nantes, to go to | mar
WMMH% out to the colonies to feed the slaves. The year 1758
saw the first manufactory of Indian m_omr to weave fmum Iaw
cotton of India and the West Indian islands. :

The planters and small manufacturers of San Domingo

lish themselves only by means of the cap-
MMMMMWWNMWWW the maritime bourgeoisie. By H.Nm.@ Wo
Nantes merchants alone bad 5o millions invested in tne

. dies. _ o
émmﬂw&omcw had begun with the wine industry é?o»w
gave its ship-builders and navigators an owwcumuﬁhw i
" 4rade all over the world; then came ?mﬁm@v. %&o o al
ports, but above all to the colonies. By the middie om_nmé
eighteenth century, 16 factories refined. 10,000 .Sww o 2w
sugar from San Domingo every year, d.aEmmu Ew.waw A.“ﬂmu
tons of charcoal. Local factories supplied the _oém ]
jars, dishes and bottles. The ﬂ.m@a was oo_mBo?wm STWBQH.
: m,HamuEmm. Germans, Huﬁoeruwm Hrw.umMMMmMommm Mﬂmﬂ& on
came to live in Bordeaux, coninbu iyt

ion and amassing riches for myoBmo?om. ordes
WMHM,WMH.EH? Holland, Germany, Portugal, Venice, and Ire-

18 Caston-Martin, L'Ere des Négriers ?_uﬂ.uﬂuﬁ. Paris, 1931,
p- 424 ,
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land, but slavery and the colonizl trade were the fount and
origin and sustenance of this thriving industry and far-
flung commerce. : -

Marseilles was the great centre for the Mediterranean
and Eastern trade, and a royal decree at the beginning of
the century had attempted to exclude it from the trade
with the colonies, The attempt failed. San Domingo was

- the special centre of the Marseilles trade. Marseilles sent
there not only the wines of Provence: in 178g there were
in Marseilles 12 sugar refineries, nearly as many as in Bor-
deaux. ‘ : . :

In the early years most of this trade had been carried
in foreign-built or foreign-owned ships. But by 12730 the
maritime bourgeois bégan to build themselves. In 1778
Bordeaux ship-owners constructed seven vessels, in 1784
they constructed 32, with a total of 115 for the six years.
A Marseilles ship-owner, Georges Roux, could fit cut a fleet
on his own account in order to. take vengeance on the Eng-
lish fieet for the prizes it had taken. ,

Nantes, Bordeaux and Marseilles were the chief cep-
tres of the maritime bourgeoisie, but Orleans, Dieppe,

"Bercy-Paris, a dozen great towns, refined raw sugar and
shared in the subsidiary industries.* A large part of the
hides worked in France came from San Domingo. The
flourishing cotton industry of Normandy drew its raw cot-
ton in part from the West Indies, and in all its ramifications
the cotton trade occupied the population of more than a
hundred French towns. In 1789 exchanges with the Amer-
ican colonies were 296 millions. France exported to the is-
Iands 78 millions of flour, salted meats, wines-and stuffs.
The colonies sent to France 218 millions of sugar, coffee,
cocoa, wood, indigo and hides. Of the 218 millions m-
ported only 71 millions were consumed in France. The rest

- was exported after preparation. The total value of the colo-

nies represented 3,000 millions, and on them depended the
livelihood of a number of Frenchmen variously éstimated
at between two and sjx millions. By 178g San Domingo

u,m, @%Mwmgbm. H.%Q&oﬁ%ﬁm:&na:awmgwﬁ&a.wﬁﬁHmwmq
pp. 28 -
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was the market of the new world. It received in its ports
1,587 ships, a greater number than Marseilles, and France
used for the San Domingo trade alone 750 great vessels
employing 24,000 sailors. In 178g Britain’s export trade
would be 27 million pounds, that of France 17 million

. pounds, of which the trade of San Domingo would account

-

for nearly 11 million pounds. The whole of Britain’s colo-
nial trade in that year amounted to only five million
pounds.?® o

. The maritime bourgeoisie would not hear of any
change in the Exclusive. They had the ear of the Minister

and the Government, and not only were the colonists re-

fused permission to trade with foreign countries, but the

circulation of all French currency, except the very lowest,
was forbidden in the islands, lest the colonists use it to pur-
chase foreign goods. In such a method of trade they were
at the mercy of the bourgeoisie. In 1774 their indebtedness
was 200 millions, and by 1789 it was estimated at between
300 and 500 millions.2® If the colonists complained of the
Exclusive, the bourgeoisie complained that the colonists
would not pay their'debts, and agitated for stricter meas-
ures against the contraband. :

Rich as was the French bourgeoisie, the colonial trade
was too big for it. The British bourgeois, most successful

of slave-traders, sold thousands of smuggled slaves. every

year ‘to the French colonists.and particularly“to San Do-
mingo. But even while they sold the slaves to San Domingo,
the British' were watching the progress of this colony with
‘alarm and with envy. After the independence of America

in 1783, this amazing French colony suddenly made such

a leap as almost to double its production between 1783 and
178g. In those years Bordeaux alone invested 100 millions
in San Domingo. The British bourgeois were the. great
rivals of the French. All through the eighteenth century

15 Brougham, The Colonial Policy of the European Powers,

Edinburgh, 1803, vol. II, pp. 538-540.
. 16 Deschamps, Les Colonies pendant . . . ; P- 25.
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they fought in eve .
t _ ry part of the world, The French h
umﬁﬂumnm mummmﬂ:% in to help drive them out of ,PMRH.MM
mwu OMIngo was now incomparably the finest colony in
: e SOHE. ma.,m its possibilities seemed limitless. The British
mwﬁmmoaﬁ investigated the new situation in the West In-
mowmm Mumamu 5@ vm_mw of w&mﬁ, it saw, prepared a bombshell
5. Without slaves San Domin
The British colonies had e e 2l the vt
i nough slaves for all the trad
MWMW Mm&w%ww HMQ to do. With the tears SEcmo mwwim
Cheeks 1or the poor suffering blacks, those Briti
. ) tish
WOEmem who had no West Indian interests set up a Eu.,.wmwn
owlfor the abolition of the slave-trade, ¢

D A venal race of scholars, profiteering pa
wwnmm vanity, have conspired % ovmosnmmﬁ%m uMMM Wwwmm
H olition, Up to 1783 the British bourgeoisie had taken the
s mqm..ﬂmmo for granted. In 1773 and again in 1774, the
..—mmB.&om Assembly, afraid of insurrection and momwmhm to
ﬁmwrwmgﬁmv.ﬁmumm the importation of slaves, In great
v M b i wwwnmmw Board of Trade disallowed the measures
an the Governor that he would be sacked if he gave
: ganﬁoUob 1o any similar Bill? Well-meaning persons
alked of the iniquity of slavery and the slave-trade, as

well-meaning persons in 1938 talked about the native ques- -

tion in Africa or the misery of the Indian peasant.- Dr. John-
woa toasted the next slave insurrection in the West Indies
ﬁwwu\owsmwawwnm of wm%MmEmﬁ introduced Bills for the wrom..
e slave-trade which the House rejected with
Sc.mmp bother. In ‘1783 Lord North turned. mwug a mMm%wM
against the trade:18 the petition did credit to the Christian

- feelings, and to the humane breast, etc., etc., but the trade

The British found that b iti
. . . y the abolition of the mercan-
tile system with America, they gained instead of losing. wm

1 4 :
House of Commons: Accounts and Papers, 1795-1796, vol.

100,
18 Parliamentary History, XXIIL pp. 1026-1027
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was the first great lesson in the advantages of free trade.
But if Britain gained the British West Indies suffered. The
rising industrial bourgeoisie, feeling its way to free trade
and a greater exploitation of India, began to abuse the
West Indies, called them “sterile rocks,” 19 and asked if the
snterest and independence of the mation should be sacri-
ficed to 72,000 masters and 400,000 slaves.20
" The industrial bourgeois were beginning their victori-.

ous aftack upon the agricultural monopoly which was to
culminate in the Repeal of the Corn Laws'in 1846. The
' West Indian sugar-producers were monopolists whose meth-
ods of production afforded an easy target, and Adam
Smith 2! and Arthur Young,?? the forerunners of the new
era, condemned the whole principle of slave-labour as the
most expensive in the world: Besides, why not get sugar
from India? India, after the loss of America, assumed a
new importance. The British experimented with sugar in
Bengal, received glowing reports and in 1791 the first ship-
mients arrived.?s In 1793 Mr. Randle Jackson would preach
to the company’s shareholders a litile sermon on the new
orientation. “It seemed as if Providence, when it took from
us America, would not leave its favourite people without
an ample substitute; or who should say that Providence
had not taken from us one member, more seriously to im-
press us with the value of another.” 2¢ It might not be good
theology, but it was very good economics. Pitt and Dundas
19 The Right in the West Indian Merchanis o o Double Mo-

nopoly of the Sugar Market of Great Britain, and the expedience

of all monopolies examined. {n.d.) _ S
20 Chalmers, Opinions on Interesting Sulbiects of Law and Come~
mercial Policy arising from American Independence, London,

1784, p. 6o. ,
21 Smith, Wealth of Nations, vol. L, p. 123 “It appears from the
experience of all ages and nations . . . that the work done by

freemen comes cheaper in the end than that performed by

slaves.”
22 Young, Annals of Agriculture, 1788. Vol. IX, pp. 88-g6. “The
culture of sugar by slaves is the dearest species of labour in the

world.” o
23 Eqast India Sugar, 1822, appendix I, p. 3.

24 Debate on the Expediency .of cultivating sugar in the terrl- .

tories of the East India Company, East India House, 1793
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would not stay in it with those who opposed.?® Pitt was
fairly certain of success in England. With truly British
nerve he tried to persuade the European Governments to
abolish the-trade on the score of inhumanity. The French:
Government discussed the proposal amicably, but by May,
1789, the British Ambassador wrote sadly that it seemed as
if all the French Government’s negotiations had been to
“compliment us and to keep us quiet and in good hu-
mour.” 3 The Dutch, less polite, gave a more abrupt nega-
tive. But here a great stroke of luck befell Pitt. France was

then stirring with pre-revolutionary attacks on all obvious .

abuses, and one year after the Abolitionist Society had been
- formed in Britain, a group of Liberals in France, Brissot,
Mirabeau, Pétion, Condorcet, Abbé Grégoire, all the great
names of the first years of the revolution, followed the Brit-
ish example and formed a society, the Friends of the Negro.
The leading spirit was Brissot, a journalist who had seen
slavery-in the United States. The society aimed at the aboli~
‘tion of slavery, published a journal, agitated. This suited

the British down to the ground: Clarkson went to Paris, t0 .

stimulate “the slumbering energies” 3 of the society, gave
it money, supplied France with British anti-slavery propa-
ganda.32 Despite the names that were to become so famous
and a large membership, we must beware of thinking that
the Friends of the Negro represented a force. The colonists
took them seriously; the maritime bourgeoisie did not, It
was the French Revolution which, with unexpected swift-
ness, would drag these eloquent Frenchmen out of the
stimulating excitement of philanthropic propaganda and
put them face to face with economic reality. .

29 Fortescue MSS. (Historical Manuscripts Commission, British
Museum ). Pitt to Grenville, June 29, 1788. Vol. 1, p. 342.

30 Liverpool Papers (Additional Manuscripts, British Museum).
Lard Dorset to Lord Hawkesbury. Vol. 38224, p. 118. |

31R. I and S. Wilberforce, Life of Wilberforce, London, 1838,
vol. I, p. 228,

82 Cahiers de la Révolution Frangaise, Paris, 1935, No. I1I, p. 25

The Q&ama 53

These then were the forces which in

ceding. Fm French Revolution linked San W%mmﬂwmwmoﬁmﬂ
economic destiny of three continents and the social and
morﬂn& conflicts of that pregnant age. A trade and methed
of production so cruel and so immoral that it would wilt
meoam the publicity which a great revolution throws. upon
‘the sources of wealth; the powerful British Government
mm.nm:ﬁEmm to wreck French commerce in the Antilles
agitating at home and intriguing in France among EQ.M
S?.y unbeknown to themselves, would soon have power in
their hands; the colonial world (itself’ divided) and the
French bourgeoisie, each intent on its own purposes and
unaware of the approaching mmsmﬁ., drawing apart Emwmmm
of closer together. Not one courageous leader, many coura-
geous Mmmmmp..m were needed, but the science of E%o@ was
not what it is to-day and no man living then could foresee
as we can foresee to-day, the coming upheavals.?3 Mira-
beau H,ammmm said that the colonists slept on the edge of
Vesuvius, but for centuries the same thing had been said
and the slaves had never done anything.

How could anyone seriously fear for such a wonderful
colony? Slavery seemed eternal and the profits mounted
Zmé.w. before, and perhaps never since; has the world mmmm
anything proportionately so dazzling as the last years of
pre-revolutionary San Domingo. Between 1783 and 178g
waomcommb nearly doubled. Between 1764 and 1771 the
average fmportation of slaves varied between ten and fif-
teen thousand. In 1786 it was 27,000, and from 1787 on~
wards the colony was taking more than 40,000 slaves a
year. ,.mE” €conomic prosperity is no guarantee of _moom&.
stability. That rests on the constantly shifting equilibrium
vmﬂwmg the classes. It was the prosperity of the bour-
geoisie that started the English revolution of the seven-
teenth century. With every stride in production the colony

-was marching to its doom.

" The enormous increase of slaves was filling the colony
with native Africans, more resentful, more intractable, -

38 Written in 1938,
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miore ready for sebellion than the creole Negro. Of the half-
a-million slaves in the colony in 178g, more than two-thirds
had been born in Africa. . :
" These slaves were being used for the opening up of
pew lands. There was no time to allow for the period of
acclimatisation, known as the seasoning, and they died like
flies. From the earliest days of the colony towards the
middle of the eighteenth century, there had been some im-
provement in the treatment of the slaves, but this enormous
number of newcomers who had to be broken and terrorised
into labour and submission caused an increase in fear and
severity. In 1784 the administrators, who visited one of the
slave shops which sometimes served as a market-place in-
stead of the deck of the slaver, reported a revolting picture
of dead and dying throwr pell-mell into the filth. The Le
Jeune case took place in 2785. In 1790 de Wimpffen states
that not one article of the Negro Code was obeyed, He-
Limself had sat at table with a woman, beautiful, rich and
very much admired, who had had 2 careless cook, thrown
~ jnto the oven. _ : A
The problem of feeding this enormous increase in the
slave population was making the struggle between the
planters and the maritime bourgeoisie over the Exclusive
more bitter than ever, and the planters after 1783 had
forced a slight breach in the strait jacket which clasped
them, Having tasted blood, they wanted more.
Mulattoes educated in Paris during the Seven Years’
War had come home, and their education and accomplish-
ments filled the colonists with hatred and envy and fear.
It was these last years that saw the flercest legislation
against them. Forbidden to go to France, where they learnt
things that were not good for them, they stayed at home to
increase the strength of the dissatisfled. .
| With the growth of trade and of profits, the number
or pianters who could afford to leave their estates in charge
of managers grew, and by 1789, in addition to the mari-
time bourgeois, there was a large group of absentee pro-

prietors in France linked to the aristocracy by marriage, for -
whom San Domingo was nothing else but a source of rev- .
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to : ety torn by i ;
outer contradictions which in four wmwwm %oﬁwm HWMMM. Mm%

mgogmMHOmoEm .
together again, 1Y pieces that @mw no&& never be put

o WM@M%H@, French woﬁmmomﬁm which pressed the but-
bl ange San Uo.EEmo society was but a garish
m.amﬁmm .H_HMP a crazy caricature, of the ancien régime in
e oo_..mm Mwowmuaﬁ bureaucracy, incompetent and waste-
fal oul muo manage the finances of France; the aristoc-
moom. d the clergy bled the Peasantty dry, impeded the
s places, 4o G s S
s, and o red themselves almost as superi
Mw @M able and vigorous bourgeois as the white WWMMh s
um_wﬂ& themselves superior to-the Mulattoes R
o Mm .ﬂw@. French bourgeoisie too was proud. and no
e S of it were prouder than the maritime bourgeois
wo:wmwﬂ.ﬂ mmm_m their é@mﬁw. They knew that they %@W .mr._m
undat n of the country’s prosperity. They were buyin
p the land of the aristocracy. They built great mowo&mwum

- Universities, they read Voltaire and Roussean, they sent

MMM%H W.H%mew Mwmwoo%amm to be washed and to get the right
, ni, they sent their wine for two
voyages to the colonies and back to give it the mmrﬂommWH%H.m

They, along with the other bourgeois, chafed at their socia]

disadvantages; the chaotic state of French adwinistration

and finance handicapped them in their business. A hard

v
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winter in 1788 brought matters to a head. The monarchy
was already bankrupt, the aristocracy made a bid to re-
cover its former power, the peasants began to revolt, and
the bourgeoisie saw that the time had come for it to govern
the country on the English- model in collaboration with its
allies, the radical aristocracy. In the agitation which began

* the French Revolution, the maritime bourgeoisie took the

lead. The bourgeoisie of Dauphiné and Britanny, with their
ports of Marseilles and Nantes, attacked the monarchy

"even before the official opening of the States-General, and

Mirabeau, the first leader of the revolution, was the deputy

" for Marseilles. .

From all over the country the cahiers, or lists of griev-
ances, poured in, But the French people, like the vast
majority of Europeans to-day, had too many grievances of
their own to be concerned about the sufferings of Africans,
and only a few cahiers, chiefly from clergymen, demanded
the abolition of slavery. The States-General met. Mirabeau,
Pétion, Mayor of Paris, Abbé Grégoire, Condorcet, all

members of the Friends of the Negro, were deputies, all -

pledged to abolition. But abolition for the maritime bour-
geois was ruin. For the moment, however, the States-Gen-
eral grappled with the King.

While the French bourgeoisie led the assault on the
absolute monarchy at home, the planters followed suit in
the colonies. And, as in France, the geographical divisions
of San Domingo and their historical development shaped
the revolutionary movement and the coming insurrection
of the slaves.

“ The pride of the colony was the great North Plain of
which Le Cap was the chief port. Bounded on the north by
-the ocean, and on the south by a ridge of mountains run-
ning almost the length of the island, it was about 50 miles
in length and between 10 and-20 miles in breadth. Culti-
vated since 1670, it was covered with plantations within
easy teach of each other. Le Cap was the centre of the is-
land’s economic, social and pelitical life. In any revolution-
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ary upheaval, the planters of the North w&&b and the mer.

. chants and lawyers of Le Cap would take the lead. (But

‘the slave-gangs of the North Plain, in close proximity to
each other and the sooner aware of the various changes in
the political situation, would be cotrespondingly ready for
political action.)

" Very different was the West Province, with its isolated
plantations scattered over wide areas. In districts like the
Artibonite, Verrettes, Mirabelais, and St _Ewuou there were
many Mulatto proprietors, some of great wealth,

The South Province was a sort-of pariah, somewhat
sparsely populated, with a majority of Mulattoes. The east-
ern end, Cape Tiburon, was only some mo‘. miles from
Jamaica and here the contraband trade was particularly
strong.

Early in 1788 the North Province took the lead. Tt
formed a secret committee to secure representation in the-

‘States-General. In. Pars the group of wealthy absentee

noblemen formed a committee for the same purpose, the
two groups collaborated and the Paris noblemen refused to
accept the veto of the King. At the end of 1788 the colo-
nists summoned electoral assemblies and elected a delega-
tion, some of whom consisted of their allies in Paris. In
their cahier they claimed abolition of military justice and
the institution of a civil judiciary; all legislation and taxes
to be voted by provincial assemblies subject only to the
approval of the King and a Colonial Committee sitting at
mwmam but elected by themselves. By restricting political
rights to owners of land the planters effectively excluded
the small whites who took little interest in all this agitation,
Of the slaves and Mulattoes, they said not 2 word. Slaves
did not count, and the Mulattoes secured permission from.
the frightened bureaucracy to send a deputation to Paris
on their own account. But a number of the planters at
home, and quite a few in Paris, the Club Massiac, viewed
this desire to be represented in-the States-General with dis-
trust. The agitation for abolition of the slave-trade in Eng-

land, the propaganda of the Friends of the Negro, the

revolutionary temper of France, filled them with forebod
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ing. Representation in the States-General by a few deputies
" could effect nothing, and it would bring the full glare of
publicity and awakening political interest on the state of
society in San Domingo, which was exactly what they did
not want. But while the pro-representation group were in
a minority, having a positive aim they were bold and con-
fident. Their opponents, with bad consciences and aiming
only at avoiding trouble, could oppose no effective resist-
ance. Colonial representation in a metropolitian assembly.
was an innovation unheard of at that time, but the San
Domingo . representatives, profiting by the revolutionary
ferment in Paris,. cireumvented the objections of the King
and Minister. They petitioned the nobility who cold-shoul-
dered them. But when Louis tried to intimidate the Third
Estate, and the deputies went to the tennis-court and swore
that being the representatives of the people they would

never adjourn, Gouy d’Arsy, leader of the colonists, boldly

led his group of colonial noblemen into this historic meet-
- ing. Out of gratitude for this unexpected support, the bour-
geoisie welcomed them, and thus France admitted the prin-
ciple of colonial representation. Full of confidence these
slave' owners elaimed 18 seats, but Mirabeau turned flercely
on them: “You claim representation proportionate to the
number of the inhabitants. The free blacks are proprietors
and tax-payers, and yet they have not been -allowed to
vote. And as for.the slaves, either they are men or they are
not; if the colonists consider them to be men, let them free
them and make them electors and eligible for seats; if the
contrary is the case, have we, in apportioning deputies ac-
cording to the population of France, taken into considera-
tion the number of our horses and our mules? =~ .
San Domingo was allowed only six deputies. In less
than five minutes the great Liberal orator had placed the
case of the Friends of the Negro squarely before the whole
of France in unforgettaole words. The San Domingo repre-
sentatives realised at last what they had done; they had

tied the fortunes of San Domingo to the assembly of a pec-

ple in Fevalution and thenceforth the history of liberty in
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France and. of slave emancipation in San Domingo is one
and indivisible.

Unaware of these portentous developments ¢he colo-
nists in San Domingo were going from victory to victory.
As in France, the last months of 1788 in San Domingo had
been hard. France had had to prohibit the export of grain,
and under these circumstances the Exclusive was a tyran-.
nica] impositicn threatening. the island with famine. The
Governor opened certain ports to foreign ships; the In-
tendant, Barbé de Marbois, agreed to the first small
breaches but refused to sanction their extension. The mat-
ter went to the King’s Council who repudiated the Gov-
ernor, recalled him, and appointed a new Governor, with
the colonists calling for the blood of the Intendant, This

- was the situation when on a day in September a boat sailed

into the harbour, and the captain, hurrying ashore, ran
down the streets of Le Cap, shouting the news of July 14th.
The King had been preparing to disperse the Constituent
Assembly by force, and the Paris masses, arming them-
selves, had stormed the Bastille as the symbol of feudal

-reaction. The great French Revolution had begun,
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of hundreds on the wﬁ.mm sugar-factories which nc.q@.w.mm the
North Plain, they were closer to 2 modern proletariat than

any group of workers in existence at the time, and the

rising was, therefore, a thoroughly prepared and organised
mass movement. By hard experience they F&w learnt that
isolated efforts were doomed to failure, and in the eaily
months of 1791 in and around Le Cap &mw were organ-
ising for revolution. Voodoo was the medium of the o%HM
spiracy. In spite of all prohibitions, mym. slaves trave o&
miles to sing and dance and practise the rites and talk; mEm.
now, since the revolution, to hear the @orﬁo.&. ﬁmsmm an
make their plans. Boukman, a Papaloi or High Huz.mmw a
gigantic Negro, was the leader. He .Smm.vmmmag of a
plantation and followed the political situation both among
the whites and among the Mulattoes. By the end of H?wm.
1791 the blacks in and around Le Cap were ready mb&
waiting, The plan was conceived on a massive scale m%_
they aimed at exterminating the whites and taking the
colony for themselves. There were .@m%.mmm 12,000, slaves
in Le Cap, 6,000 of them men. One night the slaves in
the suburbs and outskirts of Le Cap were to fire the plan-
tations. At this signal the slaves in the town ém&& Hmmmmowo
the whites and the slaves on the plain would _oon.me Mr e
destruction. They had travelled a long, long way since the
grandiose poisoning schemes of gmn#mbm&. .

The plan did not succeed in its entirety. But it <mHW~
nearly did, and the scope and organisatior. of this revo
shows Boukman tc be the first of that line of mumm.w.wmmmmum
whom the slaves were to throw up in such profusion and
rapidity during the years which followed. That so. <me a
conspiracy was not discovered until it had actually bro ﬁwﬁ
out is a testimony to their solidarity. In early August tne
slaves in Limbé, then and to the end of the revolution one
of the storm-centres, rose prematurely and were crushed.
This Limbé rising showed that it was mmn.,mmuoam wo.mo,._MWm.
Three days after, representatives from @mﬁmgm.mm over ne
plain assembled to fix the day. Deputies on their way to L
Ow@ for the Brst session of the Colonial Assembly, to wmmms
on August 25th, met throngs of slaves on the road who
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abused and even attacked them. On August 21st some
prisoners were taken and de Blanchelande, the Governor,
examined them himself the next day. He did not get much
from them, but he understood vaguely that there was to
be some sort of rising. He took precautions to safeguard
the city from the slaves within and he ordered patrols to
cover the outskirts. But these whites despised the slaves
 too-much to believe them capable of organising a mass
movement on a grand scale. They could not get from the
prisoners the names of the leaders, and what precautions
could they take against the thousands of slaves on the hun-
dreds.of plantations? Some of the white rabble in Le Cap,
always ready for loot and pillage, were revealed as being
connected with 2 plot.of some sort. De Blanchelande was
more concerned about these than about the Negroes. \
On the night of the 22nd a tropical storm raged, with
lightning and gusts of wind and heavy showers of rain.
Carrying torches to light their way, the leaders of the re-
volt met in an open space in the thick forests of the Morne
Rouge, a- mountain overlooking Le Cap. There Boukman
gave the last instructions and, after Voodoo incantations
and the sucking of the blood of a stuck pig, he stimulated
his followers by a prayer spoken in creole, which, like so
much spoken on such occasions, has remained. “The god
who created the sun which gives us light, who rouses the
waves and rules the storm, though hidden in the clouds,
he watches us. He sees all that the white man does. The
god of the white man inspires him with crime, but our god
calls upon us to do good works. Our god who is good to
us orders us to revenge our wrongs. He will direct our arms
and aid us. Throw away the symbol of the god of the whites
who has so often caused us to ‘weep, and listen to the voice

- of liberty, which speaks in the hearts of us all.”

:  The symbol of the god. of the whites was the cross
which, as Catholies, they wore round. their necks.
That very night they begar. The slaves on the Galli-
fet plantation were so well treated that “happy as the Ne-
groes of Gallifet” was a slave proverb. Yet by a phenom-
enon noticed in all revolutions it was they who led the way.
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lege are always more ferocious than the revenges of pov-
erty and- oppression. For the cne aims at perpetuating
- Tesented injustice, the other is merely a momentary passion
soon appeased. As the revolution gained territory they
spared many of the men, women, and children whom
they surprised on plantations, To prisoners of war alone
they remained merciless. They tore out their flesh with red-
hot pincers, they roasted them on slow fir

es, they sawed a
carpenter between two of his hoards. Yet in all the records

of that time there is no single instance of such fiendish tor-
tures as burying white men up to the neck and Smearing
the holes in their faces to attract Insects, or blowing them
up with gun-powder; or any of the thousand and one bes-
- tialities to which they had been subjected. Compared with
what their masters had done to them in cold blood, what
they did was negligible, and they were spurred on by the

+ ferocity with which the whites in Le Cap treated all slave

prisoners who fell into their hands.

As usual the strength of the mass movement dragged
in its wake. revolutionary sections of those classes nearest
to it. Free blacks joined them. A planter of Port Magot had
taught his black foreman to read and write, had made him
free, had left him in his will 10,000 francs, had given to
the foreman’s mother land on which she had made a coffee
plantation. But this black raised the slaves on the planta-
tions of his master and his own mother, set them on fire,
and joined the revolution, which gave him a high com-
mand. The Mulattoes hated the black slaves because they
were slaves and because they were black. But when they
actually saw the slaves taking action on such a grand scale,
numbers of young Mulattoes from Le Cap and round about
rushed to join the hitherto despised blacks and fight against
the common enemy, : o
They were fortunate in that the troops in Le Cap were
few, and de Blanchelande, afraid of. the slaves and the
white rabble in: the town, preferred to act on the defensive,
One attack was made by the regulars, who drove the slaves
before them, but de Blanchelande, yielding to the nervous
fears awakened in the city, recalled the detachment, Thig
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left the revolution master of the countryside. Gaining cour-
age the blacks extended their destruction over the plain.
If they had had the slightest material interest in the planta-
tions, they would not have destroyed so wantonly. But they
had none. After a few weeks they stopped for a moment
to organise themselves. It is at this period, one month after
Mro revolt had begun, that Toussaint Bréda joined them,
nd made an uncbtrusive entrance into history.

It seems certain that he had been in secret commu-
nication with the leaders, but like so many men of better
education than the rank and file, he lacked their boldness
at the moment of action and waited to see how.things
would go. Meanwhile, hating destruction, he kept his mas-
ter's slaves in order and prevented the revolutionary la-
bourers from setting fire to the plantation. While all the
other whites in the neighbourhood made a dash for Le Cap,
Madame Bayou de Libertas remained on the plantation,
protected by. Toussaint. Bayou de Libertas himself was
with a camp of planters not far off, on guard against the

slaves, but came everv day to the plantation. Toussaint, -

then as always master of himself and of all near to him,
maintained this untenable situation for over a month. But
as the insurrection grew, worn out by the strain of defend-
ing the property, his master and his mistress, and learning
that Madame de Libertas’ life was now. in danger, he de-
cided that the old life was over and a new one had begun.
He told Madame de Libertas that the time had come for
her to go to Le Cap, packed her and some valuables in a
carriage and :sent her off under the care of his brother,
Paul. He sent his own wife and the two children of the
household into a safe spot in Spanish San Domingo. Then
he slowly made his way to the camp of the revolted slaves.

- “The man who so deliberately decided to join the rev-
olution was 45 years of age, an advanced age for those
times, grey already, and known to everyone as Old Tous-
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saint. Out of the chaos in San Domingo that existed then
and for years to follow, he would lay the foundations of a
ﬁ..mmao State that lasts to this day. From the moment he
_oﬁmm the revolution he was a leader, and moved without
serious rivalry to the first rank. We have clearly stated the
vast impersonal forces at work in the crisis of San Do-
zingo. But men make history, and Toussaint made the
history that he made because he was the man he was.

_ He had had exceptional opportunities, and both in
mind and body was far beyond the average slave. Slavery
dulls the intellect and degrades the character of the slave.
W.m_wm,m was nothing of that dullness or degradation in Tous-

His post as steward of the livestock had given him
experience in administration, authority, and intercourse
gmu those' who ran the plantation. Men who, by sheer
ability and character, find themselves occupying positions
Eﬂ.&q reserved for persons of a.different upbringing, edu-
cation and class, usually perform those duties with excep~
tional care and devoted labour. In addition to this practical
m.msnmmoP he had, as we have seen, been able to read a
rwmm. He had read Caesar’s Commentaries, which had
given-him some idea of politics and the military art and
the connection between them. Having read and re-read the -
long volume by the Abbé Raynal on the East and West
va.w.m.m, he had a thorough grounding in the economics and
wor.w.smu not only of San Domingo, but of all the great
empires of Europe which were engaged in colonial expans
sion and trade. Finally he had had the exceptional experi-
ence of the last three years of the revolution in San Do-
mingo. The plantation was only two miles from Le Cap
and his duties took him often into the town. The Emmmmm .
of the people learn much during a revolution, far more a
man like Toussaint. His superb intellect had therefore had
some opportunity of cultivating itself in general affairs at
home and 2broad: from the very beginning he manceuvred

- with an uncanny certainty not only between local parties

Mﬁ mME .@omemo.&c.,nvmgmg?m?ﬁasmﬂou&moﬂommmw
work. o S
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. Animportant thing for his future was that kis character

was quite unwarped. Since his childhood he had probably
_ mever been whipped as so many slaves had been whipped.

‘He himself tells us that he and his wife were among the
fortunate few who had acquired a modest competence
and used to go hard in hand and very happy to work on
the little plot of land which some of the slaves cultivated
for themselves. Besides his knowledge and experience,
through- natural strength of character he had acquired a
formidable mastery over himself, both mind and body. As
a boy he was so frail and delicate that his parents had not
expected him to live, and he was nicknamed “Little Stick.”

While still a child he determined to acquire not only knowl- -

edge but a strong body, and he strengthened himself by
the severest exercises, so that by the time he was 22 he had
surpassed all the boys of his age on the plantation in ath-
letic feats. He could swim across a dangerous river, jump
on a horse at full speed and do what he liked with it. When
he was nearly 6c he was still the finest iider in San Do-
mingo, habitually rode 125 miles a day, and sat his horse
with such ease and grace that he.was known as the Cen-
taur of the Savannahs. : -

As a young man he had run after women. Then be
decided to settle down. Refusing to live in the concu-

binage which was so widely prevalent amorg all classes in -

San Dominge, but particularly among the slaves, he mar-
ried a woman who already had a son. She bore Toussaint
one child, and he and his wife lived together in the greatest

harmony and friendship, when he was master of all San -

Domingo just as in the days when he was an ordinary
slave. For the life that so many lived in the colony, for the
reputation that he had among the blacks and the opportuni-
ties that his position offered, this was an unusual thing
for a man who had begun life as Toussaint had, and who,
in the days of his greatness, was partial to the society of
atiractive women. . : L

From childhood he had been taciturn, which singled
him out among his countrymen, a talkative, argumentative
people. He was very small, ugly and ill-shaped, but al-
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though his general expression was one of benevolence, he
had eyes like ‘steel and no one ever laughed in his m”Hmm..
ence. His comparative learning, his success in life, his char-
acter and personality gave him an immense prestige among
all the Negroes who knew him, and he was a man of some
consequence among the slaves long before the revolution.
Nsoém his superiority he never had the slightest doubt
.ww.m.w his"destiny was to be their leader, nor would those
with whom he came in contact take long to Hm.oomu_.,mm it.

_ Nothing could be imagined more calculated to revolt
. his orderly mind than ‘the spectacle which the slave camp
presented. Many men were entirely naked; others wore
mEH%, rags made out of bits and pieces of silks and satins
pillaged from the plantations. Their weapons were a few
guns and pistols that they had seized, old rusty swords
mmmoagm_ implements, sticks pointed with iron, pieces of
Jron hoop, in fact anything they could lay their hands on.
They were destitute of ammunition and the cavalry were
mounted on old horses and mules worn down. by fatigue.
They were divided into two large bands—one under Bias-
sou, the other under Jean Frangois, while a third leader
was Jeannot. Jean Frangois was a native of San Domingo,
good-looking, very intelligent, and of a proud spirit which
had-made him run away from his master and become a

.maroon long before the revolution. In addition to his ex-

ceptional intelligence he was very brave, very sober, and
of a tenacity that never admitted defeat. Biassou was a
fre-eater, always drunk, always ready for the fiercest and
most dangerous exploits. He also had had a life more easy
than usual, having belonged to a religious establishment,
the Fathiers of Charity, not far from Le Cap. Jeannot was
the slave who had led the foolish expedition of the Sam
Demingo whites in the early days of the revolution, when,
dressed up in their military uinforrhs, they had locked
around for an enemy on whom to practise.

Like their more educated white masters, the slaves

 hastened to ‘deck. themselves with all the trappings and
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titles of the military profession. Thee officers called them-
selves generals, colonels, marshals, commanders, -and ﬁ.wm
leaders decorated themselves with scraps of uniforms, rib-
bons and orders which they found on the plantations or
took from the enemy killed in battle. Biasson called him-
self a Brigadier. So did Jeannot. Later Jean Francois en-
titled himself (in the fashion of European colonial gov-
ernors to this day) Admiral, Generalissimo and Chevalier
of the Order of St. Louis, while Biassou, after a quarrel

with Jean Francois, assumed the title of “Viceroy of the

Conquered Territories.” |
Yet, despite these absurdities, which served the same

purpose of impressing their inferiors as the trappings, gold

epaulettes and multifarious commands of twentieth century
royalty, Jean Frangois and Biassou were men born to com-
mand. Nothing but an iron discipline could have kept order
among that heterogeneous body of men just Hm.ﬂmmmm‘m from
slavery, and Biassou and Jean Frangois imposed it with
an iron hand, Jeannot was a cruel monster who -used to
drink the blood of his white victims and commit abomi-
nable cruelties;, Jean Francois arrested him, tried him, .msm
had him shot, a conspicuous difference from the behaviour
of the white colonists in the case of Le Jeune. Jean Fran-
gois soon foresaw a long war and ordered the Emumwm of
provisions. Thus early the slave leaders were showing a
sense of order, discipline and capacity to govern. Many

emissaries of the royalist counter-revolution found their

way to the slaves. The priests, in large numbers, remained
among them. But even the Mulattoes failed to oust %mmm
black leaders, and Jean Frangois and Biassou who were in
command at the beginning of the revolution remained mas-
ters of their respective bands to the end. Toussaint joined
the band of Biassou. On account of his knowledge of herbs
‘Biassou appointed him Physician to the Armies .o». the
King, and from the very beginning Toussaint was high up
in his councils. : . ‘
Masses roused to the revolutionary pitch need above
all a clear and vigorous direction. But the first coup had

failed and Jean Frangois and Biassou, though they could .

i
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keep order, had not the faintest idea what to do next. De
Blanchelandé sent them a proclamation demanding their
submission. They refused, but in their reply called them-
selves the servants of God and- the King, and naively in-
vited the whites to take 2ll-their possessions and leave the
island to those who had watered it with their sweat.

To these bewildered : political leaders Toussaint
brought his superior knowledge and the political vices
which usually accompany it.

‘The slaves had revolted because they wanted to be
free. But.no ruling class ever admits such things. The white
cockades accused the Patriots and the Friends of the Negro
of stirring up the revolt, while -the red cockades accused

‘the royalists and the counter-revolution in France. The
small whites accused the Mulattoes and massacred them
at sight in the streets.2

The Assembly took charge of the colony. It would not
ask France for assistance, but sent envoys to the British at
Jamaica, to the Spaniards, and to the United States. It did
not fear the revolution. It was more afraid of the slaves in
Le Cap, and the city rabble, always ready to foment an-
archy for the chance of plunder. These small whites refused -
to fight unless they were given two-thirds of what they
found on the plantations as booty. But the majority of the
Mulattoes, anxious about their property, volunteered to
serve and offered their wives and children as hostages in
token of good faith. The Assembly (knowing nothing as

yet-of the September 24th reversal) promised not only to.
enforce the decree of May 1sth but to extend it to all
Mulattoes whether their parents were free or not. But this
could only be done, said the Assembly, after the decree
had reached the colony and when the troubles were over.

- To deceive the Mulattoes the planters were trying -
tricks, but against the slaves they knew only one weapon—
terror. The blacks had. their stockades covered with the
heads of white victims. The Colonial Assembly stuck the

2 Lacroix, Mémoires pour Servir. .. , Vol. 1, p. o1.




o | THE BLACE JACOBINS

heads of Negroes on pikes placed all along the roads lead-

ing to Le Cap. When Boukman was killed (fighting

bravely) the Assembly stuck up his head in Le Cap with

a placard: “This is the head of Boukman, chief of the

rebels.” The whites built three scaffolds in Le Cap and.
broke 20 or 30 blacks on the wheel every day. With their
usual disregard .of the slave even as property they mas-
sacred all they met, even those on plantations which had
not yet revolted. Masters denounced those who had helped
them to escape. Slaves presenting themselves to their mas-
ters seeking refuge from the devastation of the countryside
or merely because they were afraid or tired of revolution,
were killed at sight. The fesult was that all, timid as well
as bold, soon understood that there was no hope except
with the revolution, and they flocked to join its ranks. In
a few weeks the insurgents had grown te nearly 100,000

To help the slaves and confuse the white planters
came news of a Mulatto revolution in the West, Jéarly in

© Augustha body of Mulattoes, weary of bein Persecuted
and lynchdd by the small whites, now lordipf it as officials
in the revoliNqpary Municipalities, crept out ‘of. Port-au-
Prince and assembled at La Croix-dgsfBouquets, a district

gan to send contingents
there, and with their edwgdlion, not so widespread as

famous of them was Bftaud, a gehgine Mulatto, ¢hat is to
say the son of a white and a black\He had bad a good
education at Bordfaux.and then learked the trade of a
goldsmith. Unlik¢ Toussaint, Jean Frangoig and Biassou, he
was already afrained soldier. He had enliégd as a volun-
teer in the French Army which fought in thg American
War of Ipdependence, became a non-commission ed officer,
and had also seen service in Guadeloupe. He hagd the
whites, not only for the indignities which he, an edudyted
and widely-travelled soldier, had to suffer, but also becaiise

A

The Ser Domingo Masses Begin g7,

they were jealous of his goldsmith’s business. 2
an impdyant trade, & MEEE_ business, in those days
- A vogy different type of man was Beauvais. He was a

H_M_ME_“.@H o Mulatto family which had long been fregand
rich. He al3 .rmm been educated in France, had
teered for serWyjce and fought as'a non-commissio

in the Americah, War of Independence. On his rg

ﬁa had taken up ¥gaching. He was not only a pf4
&om.m“_ personal briyery. Tall, of a fne fouf
guished presence, h& was known as one o
‘men in San Domingofand in that licenti
try lie was distinguish\d for the seve
ﬁ..m and the charm of h) manners. B
him and it would not be Yifficult fof th
a oom.nrm_.v to forget his colouk
ese were the two soldid e politician was Pinchi-

Hﬁ who bad studied widely i Hmunw. In the mﬁw %m%mﬁm
e revolution he came back an -Domingo to lead the
Mulattoes. In 1791 he was glreally 60, 2 man loving Emw

he handsomest
s age and coun-
of his mode of
own people loved
¢ whites (when in

- and loose living, and hatingfthe whjtes with all the hatred -

of a vicious character.
wum.ém: mmmm?m@ the quélification ofman of genius, given
no im by Humamw@o defacroix.? “Whala mar to write and
0 make _ﬁmmcmm“ a er Mulatto leader would write of
him, “he is unique. \ °
Unde ¢4 - i . i .
e, mu muw\w $ ders, and trained to i bt in the maré-
o wm ¢ Mplattoes were a formidable Yorce. For this
ason the royafist counter-revolution in the West at once

sought to Sm_.«m use of them.
Humu \\n

imuside Jumecourt, Commandant of the &str
La Ounﬁw.w-m-w.ocﬂﬁmﬁ and Cul-de-sac, @8@8@@ E OMHMW
ance guaganteeing them all their rights in return fol\sup-
port omm_ € counter-revolution, or, as he would call # .Wo .
lawf government of the island. Pinchinat refused u vc. :
offergd ﬁmmmmm.m united front against their common mHHmE N
unicipality of Port-au-Prince and the Provincial ;Pu%
senf bly of the West. De Jumecourt agreed, and the royalist
coimandants and the rich whites of the West began HW join

8 Mémoires pour Servir . . . s VoL I, p. 183
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The White Slave-Owners
Agan

SONTHONAX, as dictatorial and self-willed as ever, MHonM
inated the Commission and began a pronounced pro-blac

policy. He loved the blacks, said that he wished he was &

. and lived openly with a Mulatto woman. _
WF%HMM% “Em whites ww& %M\mﬁ like moﬁwnnmmu Em- labour-
ers would have lost their anti-white feelings by which Wm%
meant only anti-slavery. For Laveaux and Sonthonax they
would have done anything. But the blacks mo&.@. not- ﬁcmm
the old slave-owners; the British ‘va_uom.ﬂ intrigued, mﬂw
gave money and guns, and the insurrections all over the

bourers of San Domingo had their eyes on him.
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.m&obw continued, moﬂgumﬁ wrote secretly to the Direc-

- tory that the blacks hated the whites, but he understood
. the reason for their hate. Three weeks after he landed he

published a proclamation in creole which declared that
everyone who was convicted of saying in the markets or
elsewhere that the Negroes had not acquired their liberty
for ever, or that a man could be the property of another
man, was a traitor to his country and would be punished
accordingly. To reassure a people so sensitive to freedom
he abolished restraint for debt and put at liberty all those
who were in prison for this offence. B

- He worked hard to instil into them the- necessity for
labour. Everybody is free in France, he said, but every-
body works. Yet he stood firmly against coercion. Work -
hard, was his advice, but do not forget that no one has the
right of forcing you to dispose of your time against 'your
will. He rigorously forbade beating on the plantations. He
instituted schools where -blacks were given an elementary
education and learnt Greek and Roman history. He sent
the sons of the blacks and Mulattoes to France to be edu-
cated in a'special school that the Republic opened for them.
He announced that he would not deliver a- commission to
anyone who could not sign his name. And thus in every

- house in Le ﬁm@,uo&& be seen blacks, men and women,

some of 50 years of age, learning to read and write, In the
country districts the labourers begged Sonthonax to send
them as teachers even young European children who knew
how to read and write. The blacks knew their ignorance
and were willing to-learn from the whites, to be guided by
men- from France, men like Laveaux and Sonthonax, to
Jearn from the white children. All they asked was to be rid
for ever. of the fear of slavery. But the British were there
spending millions to enslave them onee more. They knew

 that the old slave-owners for whom they worked now as

free men would make them slaves again at the first oppor- -
tunity. Their hope was Toussaint, a black man, ex-slave,
with his army of black men, ex-slaves. All the black la-
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prietors of San Dominge who are in France, those in

%, United States, and those who serve under the English
Qper. You will see there a resolution, unequivocal and gare-
lly constructed, for the restoration of slavery; vy

eir country o
many sacrifices

wish to destroy.

“I shall never
mingo and my person
fear. It is to the solicituie
I have confided my chil

he French Government that
.« . . I would tremble with
horror if it was into the hagds of the colonists that I had
sent them as hostages; bugevip if it were so, let them know
that in punishing them for the'§delity of their father, they
. would only add one
out any hope of evgr making m® fail in my duty. . . .

7 fey cannot see Igw this odious conduct

Blind as they arel
on their part can Fecome the signal @f new disasters and
om making them

irreparable misfoftunes, and that far

regain what in tifeir eyes liberty for all ha§made them lose,

they expose thémselves to a total ruin and Yhe colony to its

inevitable degtruction. Do they think that mgn who have
njoy the blessing of liberty will

ay? They supported their chains o

jhousand lives they would sacrifice them- all ra¥
than e forced into slavery again. But no, the same ha
whiclf has broken our chains will not enslave us anew.
France will not revoke her principles, she will not with-
draw from us the greatest of her benefits; She will protect

gree moryto their barbarism, withe

The White Slave-Owners Again .wow

- us against all our enemies; she will not permit her sublime

morality to be perverted, those principles which d
most honotm{o be destroyed, her most beautiful
ment to be degtaded, and her Decree of 16 Plu
30 honours humani® to be revoked. But if,,

-you it would be to attempihe imposghle: we have known

how to face dangers to obtatou ierty, we shall know
how to brave death to maintain, |

nd to my duty, before the god of liberty is pro,
fang# and sullied by the liberticides, before they can
sgitch from my hands that sword, those arms, which
rance confided to.me for the defence of its rights and
those of humanity, for the tdumph of liberty and equal-
ity”18 _ ,

Pericles on Democracy, Paine on the Rights of Man, -

“the Declaration of Independence, the Communist Mani-

festo, these are some of the political documents which,
whatever the wisdom or weaknesses of their analysis, have
moved men and will always move them, for the writers,
some of them in spite of themselves, strike chords and
awaken aspirations that sleep in the hearts of the majority
in every age. But Pericles, Tom Paine, Jefferson, Marx and
Engels, were men of a liberal education, formed in the
traditions of ethics, philosophy and history. Toussaint was
a slave, not six years out of slavery, bearing alone the un-
accustomed burden of war and government, dictating his
thoughts in the crude words of a broken dialect, written

12 Toussaint’s emphasis.

m wuovmv?m@ﬂoﬁmzonmuoaonmo».@m@#.moﬁou%m.”m#mﬁﬁo
m. ,
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and rewritten by his secretaries until their devotion and
his will had hammered them into adequate shape. Super-
ficial people have read his career in terms of personal am-
bition. This letter is their answer. Personal ambition he
had. But'he accomplished what be did because, superbly
mhm.ﬂmm he incarnated the determination of his people never,
never to be slaves again.

Soldier and administrator above all, yet his declaration
is a masterpiece of prose excelled by no other writer of the
revolution. Leader of a backward and ignorant mass, he
was yet in the forefront of the great historical movement
of his time. The blacks were taking their part in-the de-
struction of European feudalism begun by the French

Revolution, and liberty and equality, the slogans of the
revolution, meant far more to them than to any French-
man. That was why in the hour of danger Toussaint, unin-
structed as he was, could find the language and accent of
Diderot, Rousseau, and Raymnal, of Mirabeau, Robespierre,
and Danton. And in one. respect he excelled them all. For

even these masters of the spoken and written word, owing -

_ to the class complications of their society, too often had to
pause, to hesitate, to qualify. Toussaint could defend the
freedom of the blacks without reservation, and this gave to
his declaration a strength and a single-mindedness rare in
the great documents of the time. The French bourgeoisie
could not understand it. Rivers of blood were to flow be-
fore they understod that elevated as was his tone Toussaint
had written neither bombast nor rhetoric but the. wﬂbmmm
and sober .ﬂ.ﬁmp

f the British

t, an officer of

e

TOUSSAINY sent a white man, Colonel Vin
mumE? s and a close friend, to the Dire ry to explain
his acfon against Sonthonax. Rigaud congra¥ylated Tous-
saintfin the expulsion of Sonthonaz, and Touss int, in-un-
dispfited command, prepared to sweep the Brijsh com-
pleffly out of San Domingo. |

Pitt and Dundas for years hung grimly on. to} mau..
hope of getting the island. In November 17gs, in
tempt most probably to win Rigaud, Dundas mﬁnwo
Forbes to grant the same privileges to Mulattoes as . 8
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and determination he was laying the foundation
independent nation. But, too confident in his owng
he was making one dreadful mistake, Not with BSonaparte
nor with the French Government. In nothipg does his
- dbnius stand out so much as in refusing to trygt the liberties
of{the blacks to the promises of French or ]
isel, His error was his neglect of his own geople. They did
not Ypderstand ‘what he was doing or witere he was going.
; ngerous to explain,
but stif more dangerous not to explain. His temperament,
close an¥] self-contained, was one that kept its own coun-
sel. Thusithe masses thought hejhad taken Spanish San
g stop the slave traffi¢, and not as a safeguard
onfused them and did not
deceive Bondparte. Dessalines) his fearless lieutenant, ‘had
no such scruples. After the war with Rigaud, Dessalines
told his soldiers, “The wag/you have just won is a little
war, but you have two mére, bigger ones. One is against
the Spaniards, whaydo ngt want to give up their land and
who have insulted Youf brave Commander-in-Chief; the
other is against Frangg, who will try to make you slaves
again as soon as sh finished with her enemies. We'll
win those wars.” Thal and still is the way to speak to
the masses, and i cident that Dessalines and not
Toussaint finally }d the isldpd to independence. Toussaint,
- shut up within ¥imself, immigrsed in diplomacy, went his
tortuous way, gverconfident thigt he had only to speak and
the masses wogld follow. _ _

I

The Black Consul

SO LONG as the war lasted betwe |
LON . etweern France itai
Toussaint was safe, m o oaie

But peace might come at an
now, and with : I % “smocial
v n _ wi u.um mmmmm would come Bonaparte’s special
The colony was devastated b _ ‘
. ] y 12 years of civil
mwmemu war, Of %.m 30,000 whites in the colony in HW%%
only 10,000 remained. The rest had been killed or had
emigrated. Of the 40,000 free Mulattoes and free blacks

.E,mam_ were still about 30,000, while of the 500,000 Negro
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“slives perhaps one-third had perished. Plantations and
cultivation had been destroyed far and wide. For.nearly
ten years the population, corrupt enough before, had been
trained in bloodshed and soaked in violence. Bands of
marauders roamed the countryside. The only disciplined
force was the army, and Toussaint instituted a military
dictatorship. |

The ultimate guarantee of freedom was the prosperity
of agriculture. This was Toussaint’s slogan. The danger
was that the blacks might slip into the practice of cul~
tivating a small patch of land, producing just sufficient for
theirneeds. He would not allow the old estates to be broken

_ up, but bound the interests of the labourers to their work

by giving them their keep and a fourth of the produce. The -

"generals in command of the districts were responsible for
the industry of the labourers and the prosperity of cultiva-
tion. He confined the blacks to the plantations under rigid
penalties: He was battling with the colossal task of trans-
forming a slave population, after years of licence, into a
community of free labourers, and he was doing it in the

only way he could see. On behalf of the labourers he saw -

to it that they were paid their quarter of the produce.t
This alone was sufficient to mark the change from the old
to the new despotisim. . :

‘For behind this despotism the new order was vastly
different from the old. The black labourers were free, and
though there might be dissatisfaction with the new régime,
as in the Paris of 1800, there was no regret for the old.

Where formerly the labourers had worked from dawn until-

far into the night, now work began at five and ended at
five. No employer dared to beat them. Dessalines whipped
blacks in his province, and Toussaint threatened.to take
away his command at the least complaint.2 It was not only
humanity. Any régime which tolerated such practices was
doomed, for the revolution had created a new race of men.

1 This was admitted by General Leclerc in the decree of July
4th, 1802. Les Archives du Ministére de la Guerre, B75. _
2 Gragnon-Lacoste, Toussaint-L'Ouverture, Paris and Bordeaux,
1877, p. 194. - :
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The change had first expressed itself in August 1791.
Roume, who knew the black labourers as well as any other
Frenchman, has traced it in detzil.2 In the North they came
out to sustain royalty, nobility and religion against the
poor whites and the Patriots. But they were soon formed
Into regiments and were hardened by fighting., They or-
ganised themselves intc armed sections and into popular
wro&mmv and even while fighting for royalty -they adopted
ﬂ.ummbnmg@. and rigidly observed all the forms of amwﬂw..
lican organisation. Slogans and rallying cries were estab-
lished between the chiefs of the sections and divisions, and
gave them points of contact from one extremity of the
plains and towns of the North to the other. This guaran-
teed the leaders a means of calling out the labourers and
sending them back at will. These forms were extended to

‘the. districts in the West Province, and were faithfully
‘observed by the black labourers, whether fighting for Spain
and royalty or for the republic. Roume assured Bonaparte
that he recognised these slogans, even during the insur-
rection which forced him to authorise the taking of mm_mmwv
San Domingo. . . :

. In 1911, Hilaire Belloc, writing of the French Revolu-
tion, claimed that this instinctive capacity of the masses
for revolutionary organisation was something peculiarly
French.# It was an error, At the same time as the French,
the half-savage slaves of San Domingo were showing them-
selves subject to the same historical laws as the advanced
workers of ‘revolutionary Paris; and over a century later
the Russian masses were to prove once more that this in-
mew m,oémm will display me: in all populations when deeply
stirred and given a clear perspective-
trusted .._mmammﬁw. perspective by 2 shiong and

‘The people were strongly disciplined. Even when
they crowded into Le Cap and threatened Roume, their
conduct was orderly, they destroyed nothing, merely pre-

aw@o.ﬁ to _&m Minister, o
Archives Nationales, A.F. zwmuwwﬁ.m 22 Prairial, AN VIIL Les
memwﬂm Belloc, The French Revolution, Home University Li-
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sented their demands that the slave traffic to Spanish Sen
Domingo be stopped, and waited.®
At bottom the popular movement had acquired an
immense self-confidence, The former slaves had defeated
white colonists, Spaniards and British, and now they were
free. They were aware of French politics, for it concerned
them closely. Black men who had been slaves were dep-
uties in the French Parliament, black men who had been
slaves negotiated with the French and foreign govern-
ments. Black men who had been slaves filled the highest
positions in the colony. There was Tousseint, the former
slave, incredibly grand and powerful and incomparably
the greatest man in San Domingo. There was no need o
be ashamed of being a black. The revolution had awakened
them, bad given them the possibility of achievement, con-
fidence and pride. That psychological weakness, that feel-
ing of inferiority with which the imperialists poison colonial
peoples everywhere, these were gone. Roume and the other
Frenchmen who lived in-San Domingo and knew the
people created by the revolution never ceased to warn the
French Government of the catasirophe that would, follow
any attempt to restore slavery, or indeed impose its will
on these people in any way by force. The Mulattoes and
the old free blacks resented Toussaint’s despotism, but the
masses at first gave him their fullest confidence.

Sure of himself, Toussaint reorganised the administra-
tion with boldness and skill. He divided the island into six
departments, and the boundaries that he fixed remain to
this day. He created ordinary courts of law and two courts
of appeal, one in the French part of the island and one in
the Spanish part, and a Supreme Court of Appeal in the
capital. There were also special military courts to deal
quickly with robberies and crimes on the high road, plent-
ful since the years of revolution and war.

5 Roume, Despatch of 1g and 22 Prairial, An VIIL Les Archives
Nationales, AF. IV, 2187, :
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The finance of the old régime was complicated and
irksome. Toussaint demanded first an “exact inventory of
our resources ;% then abolished the numerous duiies and
taxes which were only a source of fraud and abuses. He
gave the gourde, the local unit of money, a uniform value

- for the whole island. All merchandise and produce im-

ported or exported paid a duty of 2o per cent. All fixed
property paid the same. There was the same ‘duty on
everything manufactured for consumption in the cclony.

Thus he was able to get rid of the numerous officials
whom the old system demanded; each taxpayer knew how
much he had to pay, and the simplicity of the system and
his strict supervision raised the standard of probity.’

In his taxation he was feeling his way. He lowered
the tax on fired property from 2o to 10 per cent, and o=
the advice of Stevens, the United States Consul, abolished

. it altogether soon afterwards: The 20 per cent tax on im-
~ports acted as-a check on the purchases of the merchants,

and Toussaint lowered it to 10 per cent; later, to en-
courage the poor, he lowered the duty on articles of the
first necessity to € per cent. He was learning quickly. All
this was taking place in the course of the year 180z, -

Contraband had been a feature of the old régime. -
Toussaint organised a maritime police. Merchanis who
traded abroad were carefully scrutinised; their names were
placed on a list in the customs house, and they could be
struck off for dishonesty. For a similar offence the customs .
officials could be sent to the military tribunals. Against adl
defaulting officials Toussaint was merciless. _

Against Raimond, who had sided with Roume against
him, Toussaint bore no grudge. Raimond had ability, and
Toussaint appointed him Administrator of the National Es-
tates, an important source of revenue. S

§ Nemouss, Histoire Militaire de la Guerré dIndépendance de
m&ﬁ.ﬁoiﬁamuﬁ Paris, 1923, Vol. I, pp. 67-93. A summary and
analysis of the better known facts with some additional material
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 Spanish San Dominge presented a special problem.
"It was backward, and the Spaniards hated Toussaint and
his black generals. He trusted to wise administration and
his conciliatory policy to win them over. He gave them
their own Appeal Court. He repaired the old roads and
built a splendid new one from Santo Domingo to Laxavon,
200 miles long. There were only 22 sugar factories in the
whole of the Spanish part, and little cultivation, the in-
habitants depending on timber and cattle-breeding for their
few wants. He invited them to embark on cultivation in
the French style. He lowered their import and export duty
to 6 per cent in consideration of the poverty of the coun-
try. To encourage cultivation hie prohibited the export of
timber, but modified this ruling later, He was struck with
the potential wealth of Spanish San Domingo, and issued
a glowing description of it inviting settlers and offering
concessions.

Toussaint knew the backwardness of the labourers; he
made them work, but he wanted to see them civilised and
advanced in culture. He established such schools as he
could. A sincere Catholic and believer in the softening
effect of religion on manners, he encouraged the practice
of the Catholic religion, and wrote to that old friend of the
blacks, the Abbé Grégoire, for advice. He favoured legiti-
mate children and soldiers who were married, and forbade
his ‘officials and commandants to have concubines in the

houses of .their wives, a legacy of the old disreputable .

white society. He was anxious to see the blacks aequire
the social deportment of the better class whites with their
Versailles manners. Struck by the carriage and bearing
of a French officer, he said to those around him, “My sons
will be like that.”

Around hifself as Governor he instituted social “cir- -

cles,” great and small. All who were invited to a “great
circle” had to attend. He himself wore the undress uniform
of a regimental officer, contrasting with the brilliance of the
‘uniforms around him. When he appeared the whole com-
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pany, men and women, rose. He went round the hall speak-
ing to everyone, and then retired by the same door at which
he had entered, bowing right and left to the company.
The “small circle” was in the nature of a public
audience. All the citizens entered the grand hall of the
governor’s palace, and Toussaint spokeé to them as was con-
venient. After a time he retired to a small apartment in
front of his bedroom which he used as a study, inviting
those persons with whom he wanted to talk. These were
usually the more distinguished whites, men who had the
knowledge and experience that he needed and that were
so sadly lacking in the labourers and some of his gen-

- erals. There they talked of France, which he had never

seen, of religion, agricuiture, commerce. When he wished
to conclude this audience he rose and the company re-
tired, Toussaint accompanying them to the door, -

He erected fine buildings in Le Cap and built a huge
monumenit to commemorate the abolition of slavery.

- Personal industry, social morality, public education,
religious toleration, free trade, civic pride, racial equality,
this ex-slave strove according to his lights to lay their
foundations in the new State. In all his proclamations,
laws and decrees he insisted on moral principles, the. ne-
cessity for work, respect for law and order, -pride in San
Domingo, veneration for France. He sought to lift the

_ people to some understanding of the duties and respon-

sibilities of freedom and citizenship. It was the propaganda .
of a dictatorship, but not for base personal ends or the
narrow interests of one class oppressing another. His gov-
ernmient, like the absolute monarchy in its progressive days,

“balanced between the classes, but his was rooted in the

preservation of the interests of the. labouring poor. With
the growth of ‘a black rulihg class, ‘complications were
arising already. But for the period his form of government
was the best. \ 3

Success crowned his labours. Cultivation - prospered,
and the new San Domingo began to shape -itself with
astonishing quickness. At Le Cap ‘was built a hotel, the
Hotel de la République, of a style which would compare
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with the finest that existed in zny part of the world. It was
frequented by blacks, local whites, and Americans, all on
a footing of equality. At the same table sat private indi-
viduals, the generals and officers of every rank, and high
officials. Toussaint went there regularly, taking his place
in any vacant seat like any of the rest; he said often that
distinctions of rank had no place outside the public service.
Race prejudice, the curse of San Domingo for two
hundred years, was vanishing fast. Some of the Americans
were marrying Mulatto women. The stigma of colour
could not flourish when so many Negroes and Mulattoes
filled the highest positions in the country. Travellers who
saw Le Cap during that wonderful year agreed that a new .
spirit was in the country.? The theatres began to play
again, and some of the Negro players s owed a remark-
abie talent. No doubt the poor sweated and were back-
ward so that the new ruling class might thrive. But at least:
they too were better off than they had been. While on the
one hand the authority, social ease and culture of those
who, a dozen years before, had been slaves, amazed all
observers, the success of Toussaint’s administration can be
judged by the fact that in a year and a half he had restored
cultivation to two-thirds of what it had been in the most
flourishing days of the old régime.® ,

Those were the ideas and the methods of government

of Toussaint. The revolution had made him; but it would be

a vulgar error to suppose that the creation of a disciplined

army, the defeat of the English and the Spaniards, the de-
feat of Rigaud, the establishment of a strong government
all over the island, the growing harmony between the

races, the enlightened aims of the administration—it would

7 Beard, Life of Toussaint L'Ouverture, p- 138. _

8 Nemours, Histoire Militaire de la Guerre . . . , Vol. I, pp. 17-
19. Nemours summarises the evidence. Idlinger the treasurer
(white) of the island under Toussaint also states the same in a
memoir written for the French Government in 1804, See Les
Archives du Ministére des Affaires Etrangéres. Fonds divers,

Section Amérique, No. 14, folio 202.
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be a erade error to believe that all these were nevi
> @ : _ ine
| W.w .%_ oMNmE stage, the middle of 1794, the woﬁmsmmmw
_.mao a0s wwmmu to be shaped and soldered by his pow-
e mowmoumrqu and thenceforth it is impossible to say
ﬁ%m.u.@ the social forces end and the impress of wmum,osmm 4
WmmEm. It is sufficient that but for him this wwwogéomm
e moEmﬁwEm. entirely different. It is therefore essential
for swm%o oouw”u&oa what sort of man he was.

-4t was nis prodigious activity which s i
qu.. Zo.wo% ever knew what .www was moEM" MWMWMMMW
: ving, if r.m was staying, whither he was going, whence

e was coming. He had hundreds of thoroughbred horses
scattered in stables all over the ooaﬁgm‘msm Le habituall
covered 125 miles a day, riding far in advance of EM
: %m&m Wmm arriving at his destination alone or with one or
wEM well-mounted m.ﬁmummmﬁmn The inspection of agricul-
o » %M%Wmmnm“ monﬁmmwacumv Municipalities, schools, even
e ribution of _Prizes to successful scholars—he was

mmmm n performing these duties all over the country,
and none knew when and where the Governor would & :
pear. He deliberately cultivated this mysteriousness %@
would leave a town in his carriage surrounded wv.w his

- guards. Then some miles away he would step out of it and

ride in the opposite direction. And after- these ki i
. Ar {r
MMMWM oNMMMmW MMMWMM\ wm qum able to go into his mmmﬁﬁm
: ! § of letters umiil far into’

Nuowmwwm. ﬂm Qc.ﬁmﬁ& to five secretaries at OBMMWM%%HW
m_mh 0 m@@oﬂwwﬁm during one of their quarrels, he took

; .Hm%owmu.w%@ for anything that bore his si ature,
signing nothing that he did not read himself. mmmwmamm
WH.S his correspondence the same methods that he used in

is m@ﬂsﬁm..@mmow. One secretary would write down half
of an important letter; Toussaint would then send him
Bo ﬁ%mwm away and oomﬁwsmm it by means of another.

. was as completely master of his body as of ki
mind. He mﬁwﬁwﬁ two hours every night, Eww mwﬂomw HM
would be satisfied with two bananas and a glass of Sm.wmuwo

eZmHoﬁmﬁi&%u\E&a. ﬁuemwa ,
.u\ ilitaire de Ia
10 Lacroix, Mémotres pour Servir . , , . Vol. H W.EMM,M. & P 146,




250 THE BLACK JAGOBINS

Thysically without fear, he had to guard against being
poisoned, and in the various villages where he stayed he
had old black women prepare for him calialoos, a kind of
vegetable broth. He could trust these old women. They
had no ambitions and were too proud of him to do him
any harm. In the field he slept dressed, booted and
spurred; in the towns he always kept near to his bed a pair
of trousers. ‘At all hours of the night couriers and officers
found him ready to receive them with becoming dignity.
His control over his soldiers was not due only to his
skill as a general. He had that reckless physical bravery that
makes men follow a leader in the most forlorn causes.
From the beginning of his career to the end he charged
at the head of his men whenever a supreme effort was re-
quired. In one battle he chased the Spanish commander
alone for nearly a mile and brought back two prisoners,
and in ten years was wounded 17 times. Even on his or-
dinary trips he took all sorts of risks. When he was already
Commander-in-Chief he was nearly drowned in trying to
cross a swollen river on horseback, and escaped only by
getting rid of his sword. He could make soldiers accom-
plish the seemingly impossible. In the march on Spanish
San Domingo, when he wanted speed, the men were doing
over 40 miles a day and had to be checked to wait for the
cavalry 1t -~ o
He seemed to bear a charmed life. During the civil
war against the South his enemies tried to ambush him
twice. The first time his doctor, who was sitting in the car-
riage with him, was killed at his side, several of his officers

were unmounted, and the plume of his hat was cut away .

by a bullet. ‘A little later on the same journey his coach~
man was killed and: his carriage riddled with bullets. Only

a few minutes before, he had left the carriage and was at

the time riding some distance away. No wonder he came
in the end to believe in himself as the black :Spartacus,
foretold by Raynal as predestined to achieve the emancipa-
tion. of the blacks. The labourers in their tura worshipped
him as a direct servant of God. ,

21 Nemours, Histoire Militaire de e Guerre . . . ; Vol. L, p. 146,

.
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His aides were Negroes, one of them his
spite .mwm. broadness of his views and his nouommmwwwé&wm
Toussaint kept his army overwhelmingly black and Qﬂ”
slave. But his personal advisers were all white men: Vin-
cent, Pascal who had come as secretary to the Commission
in 1796, and two Italian priests. He liked to talk to the
rich iﬂm@ planters. But no person, man nor woman, ever
mﬁ& any influence on him. He seems to have had one mwmmn&
in all his life, Laveaux. Impenetrable, he trusted no one
- confided in no one. If he had a weakness it was in rmm@.ﬁm .
people mystified. Yet he guarded his reputation and was
careful in his contacts with people. He had the extracr-
dinary faculty of satisfying all who came to see him, and
was known all over the island as 2 man who never wno_ﬁ.
?.m. ﬁowm.. Even Sonthonax, the Jacobin lawyer and a very
finished intriguer himself, said in the French Chamber
that Toussaint was incapable of telling lies. But this was
before Toussaint accused him of plotting independence.

Despite his awkwardness of build and ugliness of feas
ture he managed in the end to make a strong impression
upon all with whom he came in contact, He had in the last
years an unusual distinction of carriage. His step was mar-
tial, his manner commanding. Simple in his private life, he
wore resplendent uniforms on state occasions, and his pmmmm.
de-camp followed his example in elegance and display. He
knew how to listen to a subordinate officer with dignity
and yet with affability. He could acknowledge marks of
Mavnwo awwwmoﬁ 4@5% affection while avoiding them with easy
ood nature. With 2]l cla ind insti
tively the right method. w568 of people fo found e

. When the black Iabourers came to him, nervous about
their liberty and white domination, he would.-take a2 glass
vase and fill-it with grains of black maize, then put in a few
grains of white maize. “You are the black maize; the whites

“who would enslave you are the white maize.” He then
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‘shook the glass and showed it to them. “See, the white
ones only here and there.” The blacks went away reassured.
They came to him saying that they did not wish to obey
either whites or Mulattoes (due in-all probability to some
insults or injustices meted out to them by these former

masters). Toussaint took 2 glass of wine and a glass of

water, mixed them together and showed the result. “How
can you tell which is which? We must all live together.”
They went away satisfied. .

" A Negro who wanted the post of judge came to see
Toussaint. He was unfitied for the post, but Toussaint did
not want to hurt his feelings. “You know Latin, of course,”
said Toussaint. “Latin!” Toussaint reeled off a string of
.cheap Latin phrases that he had picked up, probably from
official documents and the church service. The applicant
retired, satisfied that he was incompetent, and marvelling
at the knowledge of the Governor.

He was absolutely at home with the masses of the
people and yet, at the same time, men like Maitland and
the local whites were astonisbed at the singular courtesy
and charm of his manners. There was nothing of the rough
diamond about Toussaint. Three white women of the an-
cient régime, living abroad, wrote to him asking for the
yestoration of their properties. Toussaint’s teply showed

“I have received the letters with which you have been
so kind as to honour me. . . . I have always done as much
as lies in my powento preserve the property of each gnd
every one; yours, citi?ns, . . . bas not suffered fefin the
unhappy events inevitabls,in a revolution; intact. The
power to remove the sequestyqtion und
not rest with me; that is in the¥hand® of the Agent of the
Directory. I can only assure yogp#ibeg his decision will be
punctually executed. N :

~ “For more than thrggyears, citizens, %have asked the
Citizen Descheaux, ygdr mother, to come backo her prop-
erty; my advice, ufthappily for her and for yodnhas not
prevailed over that of her brother. There was still titne to

- portunity te witness the\j

some of the secret of his success with all classes of people.

ereQyrather then remain at St Mare to profit by thefidvan-
tages\ef the amnesty and retake possession of her froperty.
She hayleft with her brother; it no longer depefids on me
to get helto come back home. :
“In rdgard to the husband of the Citigén Fontanges,
I can no loAger prevent him from being yritten down as
an émigré. That would be to place mysglf above the law,
and that has tgver entered my mindgnor my principles.
When the Agen) decides to-raise yopr sequestration . . .
I shall neglect nothing to put the fLitizen Fortier, whom -
you recommend to\pe, in a positifn to look after your in-
terests in the most adyantageous#nanner. If my advice can
@m.v%.mﬁ% use to him, ¥ shall gife it to him, if he wishes it,
‘with the greatest pleasyre, being happy to seize the op-
ite value  which I attach to
ion that it is in barmony with

your goodwill, on every
my duty. :

“Accept, citizens,ghe as\prance of my respect and re-
gards. I sincerely wjith the hippiness of you all and the
return of your mother to your arfgs.” 12

_ Perhaps it s in his correspondignce that we can most
easily grasp jHe range and sensitivity of Toussaint’s un-
ﬂamg geniys. In his letter to the Colpmissioners in 1791,
his corres] bndence with Laveauz, hisSpvertures to Dieu-
donné, his letter to the Directory in 1796, his speech at
Port-Republicain after the expulsion of ¥he English, his
lettersfto Hédouville and his resignation, Y all these, as
herefin this gracious but careful letter, his Yision of pre-

. “cisgly what is required s unerring, his taste is Rgultless, and

thyf constantly varying approach is always sulpsed with
révolutionary passion, a large humanity and a nedgr-failing
personal distinction. These letters more than anythjng else
show that whatever the task that faced him he did io the

manner born. - :

2 Schoelcher, Vie de Toussaint-L'Ouveriure, p- 239.
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tended devotiog of the men and the liki e women

might have for hifgs an individual. It
wrote so courteously tosghe whitgsWomen who asked for
‘a return of their property, aiuell through that year he and

Heédouville quarrelled ¢ pelicy to be adopted to-
ward the white émig .:..mlom.érmb the
whites-of Port-ggfrince were bowing and sctaping before

him, an incidéfit took place which lets us see iw_mw .Hc:m..
saint thought of the whites as ushifesms -

A white colonist wanted a post as storekeeper and
asked Toussaint for it. Toussaint said no. The colonist’s
wife tried many times to approach Toussaint, but was un-
successful. Some time after she gave birth to a son and
asked Toussaint to be the godfather. Toussaint, usually so
suave and conciliatory, for some reason or other, decided
to let this woman know his mind. : A.

“Why, Madame, do you wish me to be godfather of

- your son—your approach to me has ne other aim ﬂ.rwm to
get me to give a post to your husband, for the feelings of

your heart are contrary. to the request that you make of

me.
“How can you think so, General? No, my husband
lovesyou, all the whites are attached to you.” ‘

- “Madame, [ know the whites. If I had their skin—
yes, but I am black and I know their aversion to us. Have
you reflected well on the request which you make of me?P
If T accept, how do you know that when he reaches @m
age of reason, your son may not reproach you for giving
him a Negro as godfather™ : :

“But, General . . .”

“Madame,” Toussaint interrupted her, pointing to the -

sky, “He who governs all is alone immortal. I am a mmmop.&u
it is true, but I am black. After my death, who knows if my

brothers will not be driven back into slavery and will yet:

perish under the whip of the whites. The work of men'is
not durable. The French Revolution has enlightened Euro-
peans, we are loved and wept over by them, but the white
" colonists are enemies of the blacks. . . . You wish your
husband to get a post Well, I give him the employment

n 1798 that he
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that he demands. Let him be honest and let him remember
that I cannot see everything, but that nothing escapes God.
I cannot accept your offer to be godfather to your son. You
may have to bear the reproaches of the colonists and per-
haps one day that of your son.” 17 . :

These were his views; he never changed them. Yet
he set his face sternly against racial discrimination. He -
guarded his power and the rights of the labourers by an .
army overwhelmingly black. But within that wall he en-
couraged all to come back, Mulattoes and whites. The
policy was both wise and workable, and if his relations
with France had been regularised he would have done all
he hoped to do. But San Domingo -did not know where it
stood in relation to France. There were still fears for lib
erty, and the black labourers did not approve of Toussaint's
policy. They felt that he showed too much favour to their
old enemies.18 , o

These anti-white feelings of the blacks were no in-
fringement of liberty and equality, but were in reality the
soundest revolutionary policy. It was fear of the counter-
revolution. They had loved Sonthonax, called down bless-
ings on his head, and made their children pray for him at
night. Fifty years afterwards their old eyes would glow
as they told travellers of this wonderful white man who
had given them liberty and equality, not only in words but
in deeds. But men like Sonthonax, Vincent, Laveaux, and
Roume were few and with the decline of the revolution in

France had come a man like Hédouville. The black labout-

ers had their eyes fixed on the local whites and resented
Toussaint’s policy. It was not the whites at home whom
Toussaint feared. It was the counter-revolution in France.
But the blacks could see in the eyes of their former owners
the regret for the old days and the hatred. Shosetivmamiie
e e ——_— aao ~f lic ctoa sEERaaidhn S OOHmHH_..H..m

: he blacks to the ﬁmﬁﬂﬁo,. omgeaf these whites issued a
17 Malenfant, Des Colonifs &,ﬁn&n&“._m. Bment de celle de Saint-

Domingue, Paris, 1819, - :
18 Proclamation of Christophe I, 1814, Printed in Beard, Life of

-Toussaint L' Quverture, p. 326.
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Every municipal administration was composed of a
mayor and four administrators. They were nominated b
the Governor for two years from a list of 16 submitte:

N, The Church was strictly subordinate to the Staig! Tt
Govenor apportioned to each minister of religiogrthe ex-
tent ok his administration, and the clergy were allowed
under ayy pretext whatever to form an assogiation in the
colony. IAws were to be preceded by thisdormula: “The
Central Assymbly of San Domingo, on thg/proposal of the
Governor . .Y They were to be propgulgated with the
formula: “The ¥overnor commands 4. .” Every depart-
ment of administiation, finance, poli
to him, and he corfgsponded directlf with France on every-
thing relating to thdycolony. Hegiad the cepsorship of all
printed matter. o A

The Central Asserply coplld accept or reject laws, but
the Assembly was in Bands of the Governor, being
elected by the principal ¥dministrators, whom he nomi-
nated. The Constitution #pppinted Toussaint Governor for
life, with power to na SHCCessor.

Constitutions vhat they turn out to be. France ir

1802 could have nofquarrel with Toussaint over this Con-.

What would strike any
tBe Constitution, though
ignce to France, left n§room for any French
he out and help gov-
ern, but ungér the local government. I was virtual inde-
pendence, pith France as elder brother, guide and mentor.
He had ng/precedents to guide him, but h§knew what he
wanted. When remonstrated with as .to where was the
place offFrance in such a government, he ry
French fovernment will send Commissioners to ¥peak with
me.” ABsolute local independence on the one han&, but on
the other French capital and French administratorsibelp-
ing to develop and educate the country, and 2 high offcial
from France as a link between both Governments. ¥

local power was too well safeguarded for us to call the
scheme a protectorate in the political content of that dis-

e Fimm as was ?mm P o?mmr@uo_ HozmmmEZocw

army, was confided |

e Too much importance has been attached to the Con-
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kucﬁ@ﬁ“ word. All the m<mmm___m__m_“r sghows that Toussaint, work-
ing alone, had reachedforward to that form of political
Sliso 2 skl o 37 Froatdas ,m-.,-. foad e : bt

beyond San Domingo with a boldness of Imagination sur-
passed by no contemporary. In the Constitution he au-

thorised the slave-trade because the island needed people

to cultivate it. When the Africans landed, bowever, they
would be free men. But while loaded with the cares of
government, he cherished a project of sailing to Africa
with arms, ammunition and 2 thousand of his best soldiers,
and there conquering vast tracts of country, putting an end

to the slave-trade, and making millions of blacks “free and .

French,” as his Constitution had made the blacks of San
Domingoe. It was no dream. He had sent millions of francs
to America to wait for the day when he would be ready.2L
He was already 55. What spirit was it that moved him?
Ideas do not fall from heaven. The great revolution had
propelled him cut of his humble joys and obscure destiny,
and .mgm trumpets of its heroic period rang ever in his ears.
In ﬁubu born a slave and the leader of slaves, the concrete
realisation of liberty, equality and fraternity was the womb
of ideas and the springs of power, which overflowed their
‘narrow environment and embraced the whole of the world,

But for the revolution, this extracrdinary man and his band

of gifted associates would have lived their lives as slaves,

serving the commonplace creatures who ovmned them,

standing barefooted and in rags to watch inflated Little

governors and mediocre officials from Europe pass by, as
many & talented African stands in Africa to-day.22

stitution. It was ¥agrely a formal epb@®ment of the pOsi-
Hon to which Toussal™ejad bge#moving steadily since his
expulsion of Hédouvill ethod of publishing it was
- He suri™sqped his white and Mu-

m.ﬁ& de Toussaint-L’ Ouvertire. o
ém. RS
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manders; “Leave pothing white behind you.” 19 But the .
muschief hathpeen done. , & . :
Yet TousSwgt’s error sprang from e very qualities -
that made him whisbe was. It is egs¥ to see to-day, as his
generals saw after he Wqs degd? where he had erred. K
does not mean that they gany of us would have done
better in his place, If Pssalinedqguld see so clearly and
simply, it was becgp#® the ties that bomggd this uneducated
soldier to Frepéhi civilisation were of the™slegderest. He
s under his nose so well becausé hé®saw no

o oussaint’s failure was the faiture of mﬁwmwﬂmﬂmgﬂ
not of darkness. :

In the last days of December, the fleet of Admiral
Villaret-Joyeuse, bearing on board the first detachment of
12,000 men, sailed into the harbour of Samana Bay. Tous-
saint, standing alone on a neighbouring peak, watched
the vessels. Unaccustomed to naval armaments, he was
overwhelmed by their number; as he returned to his staff
he uttered the words, “We shall perish. All France is come
_to overwhelm us.” It was not fear. He was never afraid.
But certain traits of character run deep in great men. De-
spite all that he had done he was at bottom the same Tous-
saint who had hesitated to join the Tevolution in 1791 and
for one whole month had protected his master’s plantation
from destruction; Only this time it was not a plantation
and a few score slaves but a colony and hundreds of thou-
sands of people.. _

XIIT
The War of N&Nﬁ%&%@.

]

THE DEFEAT of Toussaint in the War of Independence and
his imprisonment and death in Europe are universally looked
upon as a tragedy. They contain authentic elements of the
tragic in that even at the height of the war Toussaint strove-
to maintain the French connection as necessary to Haiti
in jts long and difficult climb to civilisation. ‘Convinced
that slavery could never be restored -in San Domingo, he
was equally convinced that a population of slaves recently
Ianded from Africa could not attain to civilisation by .&m_oa
ing it alone.” His tergiversations, his inability to take the

‘10 Mauviel, Bishop of San Domingo, memorandum to Napoleon,

Les Archives Nationales, AF. IV, 1187, A

s
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firm and realistic decisions which so %&bmﬂmﬁm ww”um. |
career and had become the complete m%unw.m_oﬂnmgo s por
ality, as we watch his blunders and the inevi cates
, M.o% he, we have always to remember that Wmﬂm is no oo et
of Mﬁ Tnsoluble dilemmas of the wﬁ.nmﬁ con mHoH.W Nﬁgm
sion of a personality which can find itself only in s stving
for the unattainable. ﬁmﬁmm%ﬂm Smm mﬂ 4%0%“ wﬂwm@n—mum&
i i _ ch Revolution . dem
MMM;MWWWMMQMH%E the France of %vmﬂqvmwwmwnwm %Mm
i abolition of slavery without a debate,
WH&WMMMMWM. What revolutionary France ﬂms%wﬂm oﬁﬂm
erpetually on his lips, in public statements, conte-
: %m ce, in the spontaneous intimacy of private co 2
Mw Ms muéu..m the highest stage of social nmaﬂmuomwm mamwmb %
: mmcmm mﬁwmwﬁm. It was not only Qm.‘mumanﬁﬂwm MmomMmMﬂw <
No one else was so conscious om. me .m:.poa e ife
the social backwardness ms&rwﬁﬁwﬂaww MUM EH. o Sy
i ing the man he was, ,and by 2
ﬁodwmmwmam.awmwwwmw of new m%oammomm.mcow.mm is mm.ﬁm%
Mw_wmmﬁ. that is the way he saw the world in which be livec.

His unrealistic attitude to the former masters, at home and

... w
abroad, sprang not from any abstract w.cﬁwuﬂmuwmmwmﬂwww
Joyalty, but from a recognition that m.ﬂmw alone ad whes
: “Domingo society needed. He believed that he ,om

w»ﬁ_%moﬂmmam. Tt is not improbable that he could have mNWM
.wmnw.mm was in a situation strictly comparable to mmmﬁ ma he
. .m%@% of all American statesmen, .b,cﬁmbma H.Eno_m, o
1865;: if the thing could be done at all, he alone cou

st. Lincoln was not allowed to try. Toussaint fought mmm,. |

rately for the right to try. . - |
@mnmﬁmwwmquwm .M%_&womm that San Domingo Moﬁw_ %NMMM

b out the benefits of the French connection, s
gmwmwﬁ MMM»?. that slavery could never be nomﬂnnm.mmwwn
MwmmsMWmmm two certainties, he, in whom mmumﬁmwﬁw Mosaa
and prompt decision had become second nature,

, s : Hw .
the embodiment of vacillation. His allegiance to the Frenc

Revolution and all it opened .out m.e.. Bmuﬂm_m in %Mnmwww
‘and the people of San Domingo in particular, vl
made him what he was. But Emm n .mpmvmb& ruine

The War of Independence. . 291

Perhaps for him to have expected more than the bare
freedom was too much for the time. With that alone Des-
salines was satisfied, and perhaps the proof that freedom
‘alone was possible lies in the fact that ‘to ensure it Dessa-
lines, that faithful adjutant, had to see that Toussaint was
removed from the scene. Toussaint was attempting the
impossible—the impossible that was for him the “only
reality that mattered. The realities to which the historian
is condemned will at times simplify the tragic alternatives-
with which he was faced. But these factual statements and
the judgments they demand must not be allowed to ob-
scure or minimise the truly tragic character of his dilemma,
one of the most remarkable of which there is an authentio
historical record. -

_But in a deeper sense the life and death are not truly
tragic. Prometheus, Hamlet, Lear, Phédre, Ahab, assert
what may be the permanent impulses of the human condi-

~ ton against the claims of organised society. They do this

in the face of imminent or. even certain destruction, and
their deflance propels them to heights which make of their
defeat a sacrifice which adds to our conceptions of human
grandeur. -

- Toussaint is in a lesser category. His splendid powers
do not rise but decline. Where formerly he was distin-
guished above all for his prompt and fearless estimate of
whatever faced him, we shall see him, we have already
seen him, misjudging events and pecple, vacillating in
pprinciple, and losing both the fear of his enemies and the
confidence of his own supporters, :

The hamartia, the tragic flaw, which we have con-
stracted from Aristotle, was in Toussaint not a moral weak-
ness. It was a specific error, 2 total miscalculation of the
constituent events. Yet what is lost by the imaginative
freedom and creative logic of great dramatists is to some

degree atoned for by the historical actuality of his dilemma.
It would therefore be a mistake to see him merely as a

political figure in a remote West Indian island, If his story
does not approach the greater dramatic creations, in its

social significance and human appeal it far exceeds the last




R Like Tqussait, wgm@m@m did everything himself and
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days at St Helena and that apotheosis of accumulation
and degradation, the suicide in the Wilhelmstrasse, The
Greek tragedians could always go to their gods for a dra-
matic embodiment of fate, the ‘dike which rules over a.
world neither they nor we ever made. But not Shakespeare
himself could have found such a dramatic embodiment of
fate as Toussaint struggled against, Bonaparte himself; nor
could the furthest imagination have envisaged the entry
of the chorus, of “the ex-slaves themselves, as the arbiters
of their own fate. Toussaint’s certainty of this as the ulti-
mate and irresistible resolution of the problem to which
he refused to limit himself, that explains his mistakes and
atones for them. .

he wrote out%ge plan of campaign with bis own band.
" He divided\jt into three periods, In the first Leclere

ussaint everything he askeggfor, in or-

points of the country. % .

“As soon as this is dgne, you will thefl be firmer. Com-
mand him to reply withow§equivocatig
mation and my letter.” Toudgaint wag/to come to Le Cap
and swear fidelity to the Reptplic,#On that very day” he
and all his supporters, white andyffack, were to be shipped
to France without being disgy

ulation unnecessarily: no gfaulette way to be left on the
shoulders of a single miffger.) Raimondi(with po mass
following) 'was o be g ‘ France as a
eriminal. During thi# first. period Leclerc vags to treat
Moise, Dessalines, ghd Toussaint well, and every, attempt
was to be made 4 win over men like ChristophdyClair-
ofpas who were “Favourable to the wilggs,”
in other words men who had carried out Toussaint’s polig
and treated them with fairness and consideration. This w
the first period, to last about 15 or 20 days.

among natives. The ancier:

- pleted until the victor had pt with the wife or daughter
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But Bonaparte had his doubts about Toussaint, Moise,
wend Dessalines. If they did not come to swear fealty (and
B¢ politely but firmly deported), they were to be declare
trdjtors, hunted down by “a war to the death,” and if off
turel], shot within 24 hours. This would end the
periody, “On the same day” at all points “all doub
sons, whatever their colour, were to be arrestegs

ver thought a conquest com-

is difficult to inculcate the
a man who sleeps with
your sister. Bonaparte girdered tBat all white women who
had “prostituted: thegfselves™ to Negroes, were to be sent
to Europe, whateveg their rank. Leclgre was not to tolerate
k about the “right%of those blacks who

h white blood.” W
o be shipped to France.
The “spgtial laws” were not specified,put the Mulat-
tably dealt with

of the conquered monar

rights angl thinking to supplant Toussaint and b
had obfained permission to come with the e
Bonapfirte had. them all put on one ship, the Vedy.
Tousghint welcomed the expedition they were not evel,to
be altowed to land, but were to be deported at once

Madagascar, If there was fighting to be done, however,

¥ The instructions are printed in full in Die Kolonialpolitik N.
poleons I, by Roloff {Munich, 18g9), as.an appen i &
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unlikely that Ledlerc
ghies, Belair, and the

terms. On the other &wﬁ._w‘_‘_. & as
would dare to arrest higgs#hile DJESS
others still ha feeemmandsabbied

he was wrong) He met Brupet at eight in the evening ac-

. ooEme@. ww only two officers. The men talked for a few

sminutes, and then Brunet begged to be excused for a mo-
ment. As soon as Brunet left, some grenadiers with fixed
bayonets, having Ferrar, Leclerc’s aide-de-camp, at their’
head, entered the house. Toussaint rose and drew his
sword. Ferrari with lowered point went up to him. “Gen~
eral, we have iot come here to do you ary harm: We
merely have orders to secure your person.” And Toussaint
submitted. They bound him like a common criminal, ar-
rested his aide-de-camp, arrested his wife, son and niece,
treating them with every indignity; they broke into his
house, stole his money, his jewels, and his family papers,
destroyed his plantations. They rushed the family on board .
a frigate which was waiting in the harbour of Le Cap and
embarked them for France. _
" As Toussaint stepped on board the boat he spoke to
Savary the captain some words which he had doubtless
carefully prepared, his last legacy to his people. :
“In overthrowing me, you have cut down in San Do-
mingo only the trunk of the tree of liberty. It will spring vp
again by the roots for they are numerous and deep.”

The news of Toussaint’s arrest came like a cold m,roow
to the whole population. Whatever Toussaint had done, he
stood for liberty. jotmsaaan B e I

_dbe doupesmione beating and calling mpm Humomwm to Hmwoﬁ.u...

feRlaisance, Dondon, and around, the
mass insurrection against Bgclerc began. Bujg#fbe popula-
tion as a whole gave little sigingf interest clerc was de-
ceived, but not Lacroix and others™
ton is the refuge of the slave,
frightened some of the whitess”
ing because they did.
Maurepas, Dessalineg

fuhe unnatural calm

e black matvesdid noth-
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#E cers. Dissimula- .
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ot bl gt e gy st I
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.k 0 letters proving Toussaint’s treason, and#pub-
N ._.owm. Hn.s,mm.. a forgery, for when the Home rer
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_H, i .”..,owbmmmmmm that he had none. Let post and
” .ommm., {{ve arguments about morality be the Yappy hunt-
: %ﬁ muo%u,"”"._ ”.Om well-fed professors! Leclerc #bd been in-
cted to 8et rid of Toussaint, and had got #d of him. N
| But the 3rest did not help Leclere, > .
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by 1 B ﬁooﬁmmﬂ.&mmw M: obgly poor health from having
wwﬂ.ﬂw of .sending me n_m.. nm.wmww et ,3:% seriowsly

“It is quite impossiblF 1\ naii
than six 30:&8.& re cM om“.waw a DMMHQW MMS oo
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June 11th, 1802. To the Minister of Marine.
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unofficial second-in-command. Dessalines travelled over
the island reorganising the local troops. Many of the petty
chiefs gnd rank-and-file viewed him, as was natural, with
distrust§ e and Pétion won them over or hunted them
down al} destroyed them. Dessalines drilled the ra
levies daill, preparing for a campaign on.a grand scade.
In the midd¥ of January Rochambeau asked for authoffsa-
tion to restordslavery at once.3 Leclerc had not evenglared
to confide Bdgaparte’s authorisation to him, sof tterly
opposed were fhe sentiments of even post-rey utionary
' France to the rqgctionary savagery of the m ne bour-
geois. ,

While waitifg for this authorisati
began on his own §ccount to extermin
They outnumbered $he whites, and loo
restoration of white Supremacy he
get 1id of as many afpossible: Béchambeau hated the
Mulattoes more than the. blacks#One night at Port-Ré-
publicain he gave a grealypall ¢§ which he invited several
of the Mulatto women. It Wasfa magnificent féte. At mid-
night Rochambeau stops thg dancing and begs them to
enter into a neighbouring ApAgtment. This room, kit by a
single lamp, is hung wityf blacly draperies in which white
material figures as skulfs; in theyfour corners are coffins.
In the middle of theirhorrified siléhce the Mulatto women
hear funeral chants sung by invisibly singers. Dumb with
terror they stood rooted to the spotjwhile Rochambeau
told them: “You have just assisted at funeral ceremo-
nies of your hyisbands and your brothers.”

The Fzfnch shot and drowned them;

¥ Rochambeau
the Mulattoes.
g forward to the
ught it as well to

hundreds at a

84 To Hhe Colonial Minister. 25 Nivose. An XL (J
1803. Y/ Les Archives du Ministére des Colonies.

85 Saghon, Histoire. de Toussaini-L’Quuverture, Vol. HI,
This fncident is found in two early historians, Ardouin and, De-
IattrE, who are referred to by Sannon.
66 Lacroix. Memorandum to Napoleon. Les Archives Nationalgs;

AF. IV. 1212. Poyen, Histoire Militeire de la Révolution . .

DP- 371-372.
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tiphitneatre was constructed, and on a certain day a
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yw ) g }
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chambeau, surrounded by his staff, But when Eme% émmﬂwm

attack the victim. Boyer, chief of
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w%.ﬁ.&mwm oo 1 M« WMM.M_W ma %.ﬁawﬁ 4th, 1802. Les Archives du
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staff in place of the dead Dugua, jumped into the arena
and with a stroke of his sword cut open the belly of the
black. At the sight and scent of the blood the momm. mﬁ..oﬁ
themselves on the black and devoured him in a twinkling,
while the applause ran round the arena and the band
played. To encourage them in a liking for blood blacks
were daily delivered to them, until the dogs, ﬁwoﬂwmw useless
in battle, would throw themselves on Ewowm at sight.” The
French burned alive, hanged, drowned, tortured, and
started again their old habit of burying blacks up to the
neck near nests of insects. It was not only hatred m”wm fear,
but policy. “If France wishes to regain San Domingo she
must send hither 25,000 men in a body, declare the ne-
groes slaves, and destroy at least 30,000 negroes and ne-
gresses—the latter being more cruel than the men. These
measures are frightful, but necessary, We Eﬁw Hﬂmwo.?mmﬁ
or renounce the colony. Whoever says otherwise lies in

his throat and deceives France.” 72 This was the general -
opinion of the whites, Kill them all off and get new ones -

who know nothing about liberty and equality. They chained
16 of Toussaint’s generals to a rock éwﬁm..m_mw ﬁmmﬂw&
away 17 days. They drowned old Pierre Baptiste. .ﬁuo wite
and children of Maurepas were drowned before ?m eyes,
while the sailors nailed a pair.of epaulettes into his _u&nmm&
shoulders. Some of the French, it is fair to say, turned in
horror from this barbarism. A few captains of boats re-
fused to drown the blacks handed over to them, but sold
them into slavery instead. Some athers landed them on
deserted beaches in San Domingo or on other islands. Allix,
Commander of Port-Républicain, would not accept-10,000
shot sent him to tie to the feet of those to be &.oénm.m.
Rochambeau banished him. Mazard, another sea-captain,

worked as hard to save blacks as most of his colleagues to -
drown them. But these were drops in the ocean, It was the .

71 Lacroix Memorandum. Les Archives Nationales. Sannon, Hig-
womwm de Toussaint-L’ Ouverture, Vol. 111, pp. 152-153. A XI)
72 Letter from Le Cap, October 6th (14 Vendémiaire i)
Les Archives Nationales. Quoted in Lothrop Stoddard,
French Revolution in San Domingo, p. 347. Needless to say,
Stoddard has no objection whatever to this policy.
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policy of the Tories that the British followed in Ireland,
in 1921, not the remonstrances of the Manchester Guardian
or the Society of Friends. So it is, so it always has been.
Dessalines was a one-sided genius, but he was the
man for this crisis, not Toussaint., He gave blow for blow.
When Rochambeau put to death 500 at Le Cap and buried
them in a large hole dug while they waited for execution,
‘Dessalines raised gibbets of branches and hanged 500 for
Rochambeau and the whites in Le Cap to see. But neither
Dessalines’ army nor his ferocity ‘won the -victory. It was -

. the people. They burned San Domingo flat so that at the

end of the war it was a charred desert. Why do you burn
everything? asked a French officer of a prisoner. We have
2 right to burn what we cultivate because a2 man has z
right to dispose of his own labour, ‘was the reply of this
unknown anarchist.” And far from being intimidated, the
civil population met the terror with such courage and firm-
ness as frightened the terrorists. Three blacks Were Con-
demned to be burnt alive, A huge crowd stood round while
two of them were consumed, uttering horrible cries. But
the third, a2 boy of 19, bound so that he could not see the
other two, called to them in creole, “You do not know how
to die. See how to die.” By a great effort he twisted his
body in his bonds, sat down and, placing his feet in the
flames, let them burn without uttering a groan. “I was
there,” said Lemmonier-Delafosse; “spectator of the heroie
death of this wretch, greater than Mucius Scaevola, . . .
These were the men we had to fight against.” ™ Ancther
thrown to the dogs showed no anger, but stroked them
and encouraged them while he presented his limbs to be
destroyed.? With the women # was the same. When Che-
valier, a black chief, hesitated at the sight of the scaffold,
his wife shamed him. “You do not know how sweet it is to
die for liberty!” And refusing to allow herself to be hanged

by the executioner, she took the rope and hanged herself.

73 Lacroix Memorandum. Les Archives Nationales.

74 Lemmonier-Delafosse, Seconde campagne de Saint-Domingue
précédée de souvenirs historiques et succints de lg premiere
campagne, Paris, 1846,

5 Lacroix Memorandum.,
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To her daughters going to execution with her, another
woman gave courage. “Be glad you will not be the mothers
+ of slaves.” : -
The. French, powerless before this fortitude, saw in it
not the strength of the revolution but some. peculiarity
special to blacks. The muscles of 2 Negro, they said,.con-
tracted .with so much force as to make him insensible to
pain. They enslaved the Negro, they said, because he was
not 2 man, and when he behaved like 2 man they called
him a monster. :

In the spring of 1803 Bonaparfe was preparing vast
armaments to send to San Domingo during the coming
autumn. With sublime impudence he blamed the blacks
for what was happening in San Domingo. At a meeting

~ of the Institute at which Grégoire was present he said that
the friends of the blacks should hide their heads at the news
from San Domingo. That the blacks would not docilely
snbmit to be slaves again was an unpardonable crime and
they wreaked their vengeance on the man whom they con-
sidered mainly responsible for their disappointment. It was
Toussaint’s resistance which had upset all calculations. -

The balked greed of Bonaparte and the French bour-
geoisie, their hatred of the “revolted slave” who had ruined
their plans, can be judged from the brutality with which
they persecuted hitn. He landed at Brest on July gth, saw
his family for the first time since they bad left Le Cap, and
never saw them again. Not only Leclerc but Bonaparte
feared him, and Bonaparte feared t0o the French Revolu-
#ion which he and his kind had stifled. In a closed carriage
and under instructions devised and carried out with the
greatest rigour and secrecy, they hurried him across France.
Bonaparte, it seems, was afraid that attempts might be.
made to rescue him. There were no blacks in France to do
this, and such an attempt could have been anticipated from

scattered Jacobins stirred to anger at this final degradation
of the revolution—the restoration of slavery. But such fears
were far-fetched. At one town some French officers who
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He was 57 and quite early he broke down. He wrote
long reports of his conduct, addressed letters to Bonaparte
asking for trial, appealed to bis greatness and magna-
nimity. "~ : ‘

7 have had the misfortune to incur your anger; but
as to fidelity and probity, I am strong in my con-
science, and I dare to say with truth that.among all the

~ servants of the State none is more honest than I. I was.
.one of your soldiers and the first servant of the Repub-

. lic in San Domingo. I am to-day wretched, ruined,
dishonoured, a victim of my own services. Let your
sensibility be touched at my position, you are 00
great in feeling and o0 just not to pronounice on My

desting. . .
In the warning to the Directory, as in his proclama-
tions to his soldiers and to his people, so now in his per-
sonal grief the limitations of his political conceptions stood
revealed. The sombre cadences in which he begged for
trial are evidence of his fatal sincerity. Despite the treach-
ery of France he still saw himself as a part of the French
Republic “one and indivisible.” e could not think other--
wise. The decree of the 16th Pluyiése had marked in his
mind the beginning of a new era for all French blacks. His
experiences of French Commissioners, his fears for his
people, his hard sense of reality, had driven him along the
road of independence. But there was a limit beyond which
he could not go. He had a profound conviction that the
French could never restore slavery in San Domingo and
he falsely believed that, once the means of defending
liberty for all were safeguarded, no sacrifice was too great
to make the French see reason. That was why his chief
concern in prison was the fate of his wife and children.
About the future of San Domingo he maintained an un-
shakable silence. His words to the captain when stepping
on the boat were the last he ever said on that subject. The

maintenance of liberty for all had been his life’s work and

the words and the silence afterwards were certainly in-
tentional. - :

flcarncc that the war between Britain and France had b
. nce had
j/gun again: Rochambeau was cuf off by the British _._.Mm%u
¥ This was welcome news, but ¥ag San Do ,“._.,wo Emmf
§ now knew all that there was to be

‘no hostilities against
American vesse] _
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Shivering with cold, he was i _
) ; spending his first wi
ina cell Em@w@ﬁﬂ% warmed, where mam walls EME MMM
M_oag@ m&m. iron frame, which had withstood. the priva-
WOMM and fatigues of ten incredible years, now huddled
_HW Q..M_m M@ logs measured cut'by the orders of Bonaparte.
wuﬁM s Mwwmw %Mmmmmwﬁm Mﬂmﬁ%@% collapsed - maﬁo&oma
. ot coma. Before the spring h i
One .;Ww% H.mogwmw. he was found &mmm H.ﬁmgw oﬂww Vg
. ere 1S no drama like the drama of history. To ssai
M,H_Mm mwmbwwa W@ﬁw 1803 and Bonaparte must wmw<m_ MMMM%M
) e battle against San Domingo
w%w_._.w Toussaint’s last hours his oonmmmmm _EMMM% wMﬁMMMMm
o ﬁmﬁo.u were &Bmmum the declaration of independence.

For some months after November 18 i
army still carried the French flag, and Mwmmwommvww Mow%
mcy_q had spread among the French that the blacks and
mzm attoes were not fighting for independence because the

carried the French colours. To end this Dessalin 4
Mwﬂﬁ%somm% Hmoﬁmumwom at Arcahaye. From the red %EMM

ue of the tricolour, the white was rem :nd in-
mwmm&_ of @mpEﬁmmm R. F. (République F EUmQNMw&NWMMmE
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y ay 18th. On that very day some officers from the South
astening back to-their commands, were in danger of ?@w

~ ing captured by a French cruiser. Rathér than surrender

Laporte, the senior officer, ord ‘

te, s » ordered the boat to be

ws% drew 2 pistol on himself, while the oﬁmé.mwm%mmwww
moé .@m;@m@mm shouting, “Long live independence(” ==

ism. The British policy was
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