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CHOPPY SENTENCES m i 13
S

years after retiring as a player.
for W,Mng conjunction.] pores s comma and o
williams finished the season with i
b In 1941, Willian witha batting av
% has hit over .400 for a seafon since then, [Usce ':gr;)ii;;gg ]
Wiﬂll' ams1 ac.knov;_ledged that Joe DiMaggio was a better all-arou d
playe. wm,ams elt. that hF was a better hitter than DiMa io g
(Use the subordinating conjunction although. ] i
5 Wl“hmswasasmbbomman. He always refused to tip hi
{o the crowd after a home run beamse he claimed thaf fa:xssC;gre
ckle [Useax?twohl;)nxzmmomlphmx for example. ]
. williams’s relationship . media was unfriendly at best. He
sarcastically called baseball writers the “knights of the keyboard”
in his memoir. [Use a semicolon.]

14b Combine choppy sentences.

short sentences demand attention, so you should use them pri-
marily for emphasis. Too many short sentences, one after the
other, will give your writing a choppy effect.

If an idea is not important enough to deserve its own sen-
tence, try combining it with a sentence close by. Put any minor

ideas in subordinate structures such as phrases or subordinate

because the

> Twitter has started to label certain posts by its users/ The
mmpanyisconcunedaboutthespmdofmiﬁnfomaﬁonon
its platform.
mmmmmuTmmmmm
Mm&mummamﬁmmb@mwﬂm
> The Chesapeake and Ohio Canal, is a 184-mile waterway
A
constructed in the 1800s/, I was a major source of
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> On January 1, lawmakers r2i e s i
inawedfm‘di“gf“wbmm

by joining their predicates (raised
: l"ngmmmt‘@ : _
increased) is an effective €C

SN
FOR MULTILINGUAL WRITERS
Unlikzmotherhngmg&wrmmEngl';l)lddoauotmpea
objects or adverbs in adjective clauses. See

> ’l'bcapartmcmdnlwercntedi'nedtdrepah'&
Thepmnounitcannotrtpealthcrdaﬁwpmnounthat. J

Combine the following sentences by sul;g;dtl::;
ing minor ideas or by coordinating ideas of equal importance. o e
decide which ideas are minor because the sentences akre give
context. Possible revisions appear in the back of the book.

Agnes, was another girl | worked with/ She was a quiet child.

a. The X-Men comic books and Japanese woodcuts of kabuki danc-
ers were part of Marlena’s research project on popular culture.
They covered the tabletop and the chairs.

b. The students organized a petition. The petition asked to change

the school motto. The motto was “A man’s greatest strength is his
education.”

¢ Employees can apply for a spot in the leadership program. The
Program teaches management and communication skills.

d. Shore houses were flooded up to the first floor. Beaches were
washed away. Brant’s Lighthouse was swallowed by the sea.

% :33::5 ckray was an engineer at Volvo Car Corporation. She
women’ .
test dummy, omens safety needs. She designed a pregnant crash-

14c¢ Avoiy ;
Avoid Ineffective or excessive coordination.

COOrd‘
e r‘:a‘ﬁ:r;tructurgs are appropriate only when yoy ingen d to
Sakellapios ? attention equally to two or more idegs. Professor

raises loudly, and she criticizes Softly. If one iden %




Negative stereotypes (such as “drives like an old lady”
course hurtful. But even if you believe your . dgozlz:;e l;):
itive, it is harmful to make assumptions based on a person’s or

group's characteristics.
an excellent math and science stude
» It was no surprise that cm,:a.mmsd&d

for the honors chemistry program.

1 8 Find the exact words.

Two reference works (or their online equivalents) will help you
find words to express your meaning exactly: a good dictionary,
such as The American Heritage Dictionary or Merriam-Webster
online, and a collection of synonyms and antonyms, such as
Roget's International Thesaurus.

Note: Do not turn to a thesaurus in search of impressive words.
Look for words that express your meaning exactly.

18a Select words with appropriate connotations.
(or denotations),
Words have conmotations, emotional colorings that affect !‘0‘;
Etders respond to them. The word steel denotes “Comm_:f;l :lo h
contains carbon.” but it also calls up images asSOC™ 1y
mm& associations give the word its connotations —
Ifs 1 ooth, unbending. iate for
e Com ot ion o6 3 Seoad dises Dot secut SPPIOPUSE

Your Purpose, your audience, or your subject matter, you




wmeqummmmhadMyonthmnm -t

> mwsddicnmmedhoneaﬁamwun,
Iwmwmarplnmﬁvwd’m
’lhwordabm:hdisboncgli'tﬁrthtm

Use a dictionary and a thesaurus to find at least
fmxrsynonymsﬁ)facbofﬁxﬁ)lowilgmd& Be prepared to explain
any slight differences in meaning.

1. decay (verb) 3. hurry (verb) 5. secret (adjective)
2. difficult (adjective) 4. pleasure (noun) 6. talent (noun)

18b Prefer specific, concrete nouns.

Unlike general nouns, which refer to broad classes of things, spe-
cific nouns point to particular items. Film, for example, names a
general class, animated film names a narrower class, and Coco is
more specific still. Other examples: team, football team, Denver
Broncos; music, symphony, Beethoven's Ninth.

_Unlike abstract nouns, which refer to qualities and ideas
Gustice, beauty, realism), concrete nouns point to immediate, often

2 Toni M.Om"m»a

Beloved is about 'lm"ﬁ Motherhood, and memory.
Among other things.



IDIOMS
18¢c Take care with idioms,

: forms that follow n i .

dioms are speech fort 10 easily specified

The EngilSh say B.emnce went fo hospttal,” an idiom stranrg::liz
American €ars, wh.lch are accustomed to hearing the in front of
hospital. 1dioms with prepositions (such as with, to, at, and of)
sometimes Cause trouble, especially when they follow certain
verbs and adjectives. When in doubt, consult a dictionary.

UNIDIOMATIC IDIOMATIC

agree to (an idea) agree with (an idea)

angry at (a person) angry with (a person)

different than (a person different from (a person
or thing) or thing)

off of off

plan on doing plan to do

sure and sure to

try and try to

~

FOR MULTILINGUAL WRITERS
Because idioms follow no particular rules, you must learn them
individually. You may find it helpful to keep a list of idioms that
YOUfrequenﬁycncounterinoonvemtionandinreading_ i)

W Edit the following sentences to eliminate €rrors in
the use of idiomatic expressions. If a sentence is correct, write correct”

dfterit. Revisions appear in the back of the book.

Weagreed to abide lg'iﬂ! the decision of the judge-
A
* Queen Anne was so angry at Sarah Churchill that she refused to
b See her agajn_

- Jean-Pierre ic oni i
> wﬁekenf{re is going to try and finish his soci0
d 1he parade moved off of the street and onto the bealch.trck gt

the o Perienced hikers plan on making the dangerous
e DMV,
Besure to il out the necessary forms before going to the .

logy project this
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18d Do not rely h
o first announced

doubt amused his companions wi
ison. Today, however, that com

can no longer add emphasis or SUTPTIS¢c-
edictable clichés are, put your hand over

To see just how Pr ;
the right-hand column in the following list and then finish the

eavily on clichés.

that he had “slept like a log” no
th a fresh and unlikely compar-

The pioneer wh
ison is a cliché, a saying that

phrases on the left.
busy as a bee, beaver
coolasa cucumber
deadasa doornail
light as a feather
avoid clichés like the plague

The solution for clichés is simple: Delete them.

When I received a full scholarship from my second
felt pressured to settle for second best.
SChOOl,I self-between-aro€ and-a-hard-pracec

m So}netime.s you can write around a cliché by adding an ele-
Shen}: (:1 ;urp"s‘." For example, one student who had written that
¢ had butterflies in her stomach revised her cliché like this:

there

-choice

If all of the action in my st ¢
omach :
must be a horde of therill, with ho . C;l:f;do?l)’ butterflies,

The image of butterfli : ;
not predictable like mzsov:féin“?lgclllizgsé%hoes is fresh and unlikely;

1 .
8e Use figures of speech with care

A figure of
speech i
(rath : Is an expressi S s
ﬁgur:; gtl”an literally) to sz(e asl;(s)tn tha_t fiacs words lmagmatlvel)’
surprisi speech compare tw ract ideas concrete. Most often,
In :,fi;:r-?uaf ities o seemingly unlike things to reve
ally by intr, ile, the writer make
; oducing it w; ; s the com : A pa
Picked, Crandfatl;: fr 1t with like or as: By th};atl,:lson explicitly, usu-
o In a metapho, f},nec!f was as red as the clam‘;, cattan had {0 o
s s;mphed' HiStOri;n e like or as is omitted, a,),,d e plowed.
metaphors whe s, economists, and politici the comparison
n they describe the futur e'a:ss, for example,
a rocky path
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: , compare the economy to a rigged game, degcrs ,

ggﬁdmome“t as a new chapter, or debate wheth:rS c:rgzsc}:si;
ting pot-

g mel Although figures of speech are useful devices,

jimes misuse them if they don’t think about th

evoke. The result is often a mixed metaphor, the

more images that don't make sense together.

writers some-
€ images they
use of two or

» Our manager decided to put all controversial issues

in-a-holding pattern on a back burner until after the

annual meeting.

Here the writer is mixing airplanes and stoves. Simply deleting one of
the images corrects the problem.

Edit the following sentences to replace worn-

out expressions and clarify mixed figures of speech. Possible revisions
appear in the back of the book.

the color drained from his face.
When he heard about the accident, i
A

2. John stormed into the room like a bull in a china shop.

b. Some people insist that they’ll always be there for you, even when
they haven't been before.

¢. The Cubs easily beat the Mets, who were in over their heads early
in the game today at Wrigley Field.

d. We ironed out the sticky spots in our relationship.

€. My mother accused me of beating around the bush when in fact I
was just talking off the top of my head.

18f yse the right words. (Glossary of usage)

:L‘fs glossary includes words commonly confused (such as accep(:
- Except), words commonly misused (such as ar.txtous), an
It a;i,s and phrases that are used informally (such as 1rregardles;)-
inapy h“ts_ words that are often appropriate in speech but may be
A "Opriate in academic writing.
prCCept ©Xcept Accept is a verb meaning “to receive” Except is usu‘altlg'ai;

; ton meaning “excluding.” I will accept all the packages ex;e[; e
Jrom tthftt is also a verb meaning “to exclude” Please except tha

st

LS



dvice, advise Advice is a noun, advise a verb. We advise you to fy,,
a ' =

Hector’s advice. . . :
offect Affect i usually a verb meaning o twlaence” e s
affect, mmﬂg‘mdt'mdugdxdnota_ﬂbj Mm“
amgjmm&dmabobea.mbmmmg‘mbmgm.
%wmﬂmeﬁ'mwawm.
to, agree with AgmwmamﬁoginMtq. %:,?
somnhy with’or‘tocometoanundcrstandmg e

be in accord . :
ﬂ&fhmﬁmwmfwm bt ' WoeTt agree 10 ey

“ prepared.” Already
dy, alrea Allreadymezmcompktdy idtvny
:::mr,i a;"p1?'evionsly."dsyusan was all ready for the concert, but her friends

already left.

“everyone or everythingin
all together, altogether All wgethfrmans w:lp
one plgce.” Altogether means “entirely” We were not altogether certat

wecouldbﬁngthefamilyalltogdherﬁrtlzmnion.

ing i indimctreferencetoit
llude Toalludetosomcthmgmtonmke.an : -
?)onotusealludetomn'toreftrdirefd)ﬁ’lnhtsledumﬂwp’d
referred (not alluded) to several pre-Socratic phdosophm

. 2 illusion is 3
allusion, illusion An allusion is an indirect reference. A!'l 0:'”:‘;’ :
misconception or false impression. Did you catch my allusi
speare? Mirrors give the room an illusion of depth.

E .&e
a lot A lot is two words. Do not write alot. Sam lost a lot of weight
also lots, lots of.

among, between See between, among.

amount, number Use amount with quantities that cannot be counted;
use number with those that can. Thismc@emﬂsforalargemmt‘fw
We have a large number of toads in our garden.

anyone, any one Anyone, an indefinite pronoun, means “any perso?
atall” Any one, the pronoun one preceded by the adjective any; refers to 2

person or thing in a group. Anyone from the winning team may
choose any one of'thepn-zes on di&plﬂy.

anyplace Anyplace is informal. In formal writing, use anywhere.

as Do“"t“seaﬂomm“be i > R Y

cancele frgd cause” if there is any chance of ambiguity-

siher °d the picnic because (not as) it began raining. As here could mean

or “when.”

awhil i 8
e, a V:tl)lt!e Awhllt:’ Is an adverb; it can modify a verb, but it cannot

noun preceded l:yp;zzort;gjon such as for. The two-word form a while is @

o Sy e sy T b h gt o 4 PP




Wn,.among M#M'ﬂhm“mm.
W@m.mmmmmmcm : m;;su'

bring, take Use bring when an object is being transported toward
when it is being moved away. Please bri you,
%M}'mwmm. bring me a glss of water Please

can, may Can is traditionally reserved for ability, for o
Can you speak French? May 1 help you? /P P perianon,

capital, capitol Capital refers to a city, capitol to a building where law-
makers meet. Capital also refers to wealth or resources. The residents of

the state capital protested plans to close the streets surrounding the capitol.

cite, site Cite means “to quote as an authority or example.” Site is usually
a noun meaning “a particular place” He cited the zoning law in his argu-
ment against the proposed site of the gas station. Locations on the Internet
are usually referred to as sites (short for websites). The librarys site now
includes a chat feature.

compare to, compare with Compare fo means “to represent as simi-
lar” She compared him to a wild stallion. Compare with means “to examine
similarities and differences” The study compared the language ability of
apes with that of dolphins.

complement, compliment Complement is a verb meaning “to go with
“W‘uamm‘mmm'bawﬁ
Wmhﬂm’;samkmw_m
*ﬂumuwwwﬁnammﬁﬂm
Amangements receive many compliments.

‘onscience, conscious Conscience isanmmmaning“m“’?ﬁ”‘
q-h:am'sanadjecﬁvemnmg‘mcordat'www"'
%b‘mgﬁde.%zpumdhisbﬂf"ﬂ“?

%dmdnb‘:y.mdsam‘ ”” = and can also mean



mm

oo S

;SMB“@WMUMW :
%WMWW- WMWme'hm’
zhetroubkdm'ﬂ!"-

ata Dataisaplurdmuntedmid!ym%wmodﬁom'
%am&d@ykﬂ%W”‘Wm‘m{”’m&

different than Ordinarily, wnteggmmﬁvm o
sense styletsdqfererdfrmnlbni. However, different is acceptable to
avoid‘;fnawkwardmmtmctm Please let me know if your plans are differ
entthan(toavoidﬁvmwhd)dwymdxwzbqu.

erested Disinterested means “impartial, objec-
“not interested” We sought the advice of a dis-
problem. Mark was uninterested in

160

disinterested, unint
tive”; uninterested means

interested counselor to help us solve out
anyone’s opinion but his own.

e.g. When writing senfences, replace the Latin
English equivalent: for example or for instance.
o leave one country

emigrate from, immigrate to Emigrate means "t

or region to settle in another™ In 1903, my great: ther emigrated from
Russia to escape the religious pogroms. Immigrate means “to enter another
country and reside there.” More than fifty thousand Bosnians immigrated to

the United States in the 1990s.

etc. Avoid ending a list with efc. It is more emphatic to end with an
examplc;, and in most contexts readers will understand that the list is not
exhaustive. When you don't wish to end with an example, and so on is
more graceful than efc.

everyone, every one Everyone is an indefinite pronoun. Every onc, the

fh?:go;:,":;:,fiaﬂ ed by the adjective every, mcgns “each individual or
ar group.” Every one is : one

wanted to go. Every one of the missing & “Smnlgfed by of. Every

except See accept, except.

f,:;,’,l.‘;;t&m' it Explicit means “expressed directly” or Clearly defined’;
swimming. My motg;eg’swﬁ 'catedlgmh’;m s e
i implicit approval.

farth
sugg;tz qfuz;t:;;f :"he' usually describes distances. Further usually
I would be grat. egree. Chicago is farther from Miami

grateful for further su Sty iami than I thought.

fewer, les
i S Use_few" for i
cannot or items that 3 2
s fo be counted. Fewer people amn be counted; use less for items
y tea, ple are living in the city. Please put less

firstly F;
rstly sounds
secondly, thi pPretentious, i s
Y, thirdly, and so on. Write firsm“ti :te];)a:; tt‘;lit?; iunnstgm:;_]y seniesj ALy
> > ea

abbreviation e.g. with its




"
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further See farther, further.

00d, well Good is an adjective, well an adver,
}91 c hasn't felt good about his game since he sprained
mfo,med well on the uneven parallel bars,

(See 26a, 26b, and 26c¢.)
his wrist last season, She

hanged, hung- Hanged is the past-tense and Past-participle form of the

verb hang meaning “to execute:” The prisoner was hanged at d
s the past-tense 3nd past-pz}rtlc1ple form of the verb hang m‘;‘::i‘nglf"t,g
fasten OF suspend. The stockings were hung by the chimney with care.

hopefully Hopefully means *in a hopeful manner” We looked hopefully to
the future. Some usage experts object to the use of hopefully as a sentence
adverb on grounds of clarity. To be safe, avoid using hopefully in sentences
such as the following: Hopefully, your son will recover soon. Instead, indi-
cate who is doing the hoping: I hope that your son will recover soon.

however It is acceptable to start a sentence with the conjunctive adverb
however, but be careful to place the word in your sentence according to
your intended meaning and emphasis. All of the following sentences are
correct. Pam decided, however, to attend the lecture. However, Pam decided
to attend the lecture. (She had been considering other activities.) Pam,
however, decided to attend the lecture. (Unlike someone else, Pam chose to

attend thg lecture.) (See 33f.)

hung See hanged, hung.

i.e. When writing sentences, use in other words or that is rather than the Latin

abbreviation i.e. to introduce a dlarifying statement. Exposure to borax usually
causes only mild skin irritation; in other words (not i.e.), it’s not usually toxic.

if, whether Use if to express a condition and whether to express alter-
natives. If you go on a trip, whether to Idaho or Italy, remember to bring
identification.

illusion See allusion, illusion.

mmigrate See emigrate from, immigrate to.

imply, infer Imply means “to suggest or state indirectly”; infer means b:::
' a conclusion.” Jonathan implied that he knew all about databases,
nterviewer inferred that John was inexperienced.

into indicates movement or

in, into In . " og®
indicates | i ondition; g
ocation or ¢ box after moving into

the hoisiz condition, They found the lost letters in a

ifre
9ardless Irregardless is incorrect. Use regardless.

kind « h t2 The
of el . somewhal.
.2l sort of Avoid using kind of or sort of t(;) u“tlfza]alfter either phrase.

0y,
1 ";(;::ZS Somewhat (not sort of) boring. Do not
of (not kind of a) movie bores me.



lie in the
like, as Like is a preposition, not hrase. As is a subordinating conjunc-
foﬂowedoninY’""“““l ‘,mn,,mlnmmlsp«dummw

i . a - - v
Su::bd;?s;ikeﬁwhasdtdw.mmmdanxmmn&menwmksas

if she hasrt slept. (See also 47f and 478.)

ing " fastened.” Lose
, | Loose is an adjective meaning r:o(secnrdy
:::?erb?ns;ning‘mmhpha’ot‘lnmm Did you lose all your loose
change? :
. N e
lots, lots of Lotsmdlotsdmmformﬂammmlaformany.m“dl
a lot. Avoid using them in formal writing.

may See can, may.

maybe, may be Mybeisanadvttbnmﬁng‘pouibly?Mny:;ﬂleW"
willshinetomoanaybe’savefbphmc.TommwmcybC ighter.

number See amount, number.

of Usetheverbhave,notdxeprepositbnq;aﬁerﬂlevcrbswuld,m‘d'
would,may,might,andmus:.Mmhave(notmqf)kﬁe‘”b"

off of Offis sufficient. Omit of. The ball rolled off (not off of) the table.

passed, past Passedisthepmtemeoftheverbpas.AnnpaSﬁd’"e
anotherdsliceofcake.Pastmuaﬂymns“bebngingtoaformerﬁme’Of
beyond a time or place” Our past president spoke until midnight. The
hotelisjustpastthenextintersccneas‘ton. g

PrefCede, proceed Precede means “to come before” Proceed means “10
lg:ﬂc:erward. As we proceeded up the mountain path, we noticed fresh tracks
mud, evidence that a group of hikers had preceded us.

z:l::i(;))al, P"ir}dele frincipal is a noun meaning “the head of a school
Mo .'ga'“wnmlf__n Or ‘a sum of money”” It is also an adjective meaning
P"i"CiPaI"pexpeolle . h;’?ﬁlt’:'e isa noun meaning “a basic truth or law” The
"f"qualjusticejw,,u‘ ree principal reasons. We believe in thepﬂ""Pl‘
Quotation, gt

qQuote ag g shOQUote Quotation is a noun; quote is a verb. Avoid using

% rtened form of ; X
PPearing in various social media chommets, O (MOt Her quotes) are

P N
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. riee Raise is a transitive verb meaning “
aise, M€ g 3 i Ing “to mov
;p ” |t takes a d'mi.t object. I raised the shades, Risi(i)sr cause to move
serb meaning “to go up.” Heat rises. an intransitive

i adjective; really i
eal, really Real is an adj sreally is an advesh. Real :
ased informally as an adverb, but avoid this use in fonnfle:Iriltsi:o "s'f,gma
,way(notreal) angry. g. She was

eason why The expression reason why is redundan
fm reason why) Jones lost the election is clear. ndant. The reason (not

respectfully, respectively Respectfully means “showing or marked by
o ively means “each in the order given.” He respectfully sub-

mitted his opinion to the judge. Sofia, Henry, and Jesse were a butcher, a

paker, and a lawyer, respectively. ’

set, sit Set is a transitive verb meaning “to put” or “to place” Its past tense
is set. Sit is an intransitive verb meaning “to be seated.” Its past tense is saf.
She set the dough in a warm corner of the kitchen. The cat sat in the doorway.

since Do not use since to mean “because” if there is any chance of ambi-
guity. Because (not Since) we won the game, we have been celebrating with
pizza. Since here could mean either “because” or “from the time that”

site See cite, site.

sometime, some time, sometimes Sometime is an adverb meaning
%t an indefinite time.” Some time is the adjective some modifying the noun
time and means “a period of time” Sometimes is an adverb meaning “at
times, now and then.” I'll see you sometime soon. I haven't lived there for
some time. Sometimes I see him at work.

suppose to Suppose to is an informal version of supposed to. I am sup-

posed to (not suppose to) be there by noon.

sure and Write sure fo. We were all taught to be sure to (not sure and) look
both ways before crossing a street.

take see bring’ take.
ns; then is an adverb

than, then Than is a conjunction used i is0

r junction used in comparis

denoting time, That pizza is more than I can eat. Tom laughed, and then
We recognized him.

that See who, which, that.

th X

Ora b which Many writers reserve that
nonrestrictive clauses. Restaurants that allow

urants, which generally don't allow pets, must fo

(See 33e )

there, thei ap spad Sl
tive (. eir, they're Thereisanadverb specifying place; it is 450 28
: older). Adverb: Sylvia is sitting there patiently. Expletive: There

for restrictive clauses, which

ts are few in number.
Pflnw strict health codes.
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two plums left. Their is a possessive pronour. Fred and Jan
p traction of they are. They're later tha;{i,;f ;llyto‘;‘:yhed

their car. They're is a con
on; too is an adverb; two is a
2 n
umbel'. TOO

o, two Toisa prepositi
slice to the left, but the last two were just right.

many of your shots
toward, towards Toward and towards are generally interchangeb|
d in American English. "

although toward is preferre
s an informal version of try to. The teacher asked us all

try and Try and i
ioinal haiku.

to try to (not Iry and) write an orig!
most unique, more straight, less perfect,

unique Avoid expressions such as

very round. Either something i unique or it ist. It is illogical to suggest
degrees of uniqueness. (See 26d.)

wait for, wait on Wait for means “to be in
Wait on means “to serve. We're waiting for (n

us to the museum.
weather, whether The

sphere. Whether is a conju
tives. We wondered whether

to, to

readiness for” or “to await.
ot waiting on) Ruth to take

to the state of the atmo-

noun weather refers
hoice between alterna-

nction referring to a ¢
the weather would clear.

well, good See good, well.

which See that, which and who, which, that.

mean “although” or «vhereas” if there is a0
the slot

chance of ambiguity. Although (not While) Gloria lost money in
machine, Tanya won money at roulette. Here While could mean either

“lthough” or “at the same time that”

while Avoid using while to

who, which, that Do notuse which to refer to persons. Use who instead.
That, though generally used to refer to things, may be used to refer 02
Eartlcular group of people. The player who (not that or which) made the
,askeft at the buzzer was named MVP. The team that scores the mostP oints
in this game will win the tournament.

who, whom Who is used for subjects and subject complements; whor!
holarship? The

Lsanu;?jaigsr otz'ects. Who are the candidates for this year’ st
. whom I met with yesterday, are impressive. (See 25.)

Who's, wh > .
Sl ;3:'; dWhos is a contraction of who is; whose i @ possessive pro-
ly for more popcorn? Whose coat is this? (See 37b and 37¢

would of ; ;
(not wol?ld ;},)m];ki]ofls an informal version of would have. She would have
ad a chance to play if she had arrived on time.

yourl you‘re Y e ¥
are. Is that your ::; 'Z;: &b gt pronoun; you're is a contraction of Y0¥
ike? You're in the finals. (See 37b, 37¢, and 47b.)

_

b




Make subjects and

verbs agree.

mmmmagrecwith their subjects in number
plml)andinpcrson(ﬁrst.sgcond.third):lﬁ,,&

he sings, we sings they sing. Even if your ea

subject _verb combinations presented in 21a,
trKstltlﬂDO“sanhaSthosedescnby::

i subiect-verb combinations.

This section dacrbadnbmcgmddmcs for making present-tense

-es) is used on a verb if its subject is third-person singular (he,
she, it, and singular nouns); otherwise, nding.

Comidﬂgivcn. v th beg‘imi of the chart on page 182

and fry, at the beginning : _
"Ir'yhc verb be varies from this pattern; it has special forms d:n
both the present and the past tense. These forms appear at the

end of the chart.
If you aren't sure which forms to use, use the charts on pages

182 and 183 as you proofread your work for subject-verb agree
ment. You may also want to look at 27¢ on -s endings of regular

and irregular verbs

21b Make the verb agree with its subject,
not with a word that comes between.

Word groups often come between the subject and the verb. Such
word groups, usually modifying the subject, may contain a nou?
that appears to be the subject. By mentally stripping away such
modifiers, you can isolate the noun that is in fact the subject-

The samples on the tray in the lab need testing.




,ﬂﬂkﬂ"““i‘ma“d"mﬂgsmh . -

tract.
mgdaja:tiskvdsndpnﬂlﬁal&ﬁp the : ;
1o hear the correct verb: levels cause. ey the phrase of air pollution

has

, The slaughter of pandas for their pelts have caused the panda

populﬂiolbdedinednsﬁcaﬂy.

maﬁeaism.napad:mrm
m?hmabegil}ningwiththeptposiﬁmsaswdlas,inad.
dition to, accompanied by, and along with do not make a singular
subject plural.

wAn

B ﬂnmuwd-bhmmy?aomtkplme.

Towwmmmwhﬂm‘memwm
and instead: 1kmdhpmmmymmth¢phm

21¢ Treat most subjects joined with and as plural.

Asub}edwimmam.rmhuﬁwbecompound. If the
parts are connected with the subject is nearly always plural.

r__._.é:’::'\‘
Leon and Jan often jog together.
o mwc“m-mwummemndm

have
mammmumamm&

EXCEFTIONhWhenthepartsofththﬁ’ﬂBasingicunitOf
"he“tbcyrefertothcmmepctsonotdﬁng.trwﬂwwbi“‘”

singular.

“f“ﬂddﬂpsxsahnysontbcmcnn.
Ali's friend and adviser was surprised by her decision-




b

try try
SECOND PERSON  YOU try try
THIRD PERSON he/she/it*  trics try
Present-tense forms of have :
SINGULAR PLURAL
FIRST PERSON 1 have we have
SECOND PERSON  you have you have
THIRD PERSON he/shef/it*  has they** have
Present-tense forms of do (indluding negative forms) ? g
SINGULAR PLURAL
FIRST PERSON I do/don’t we do/don't
SECOND PERSON  you do/don't you do/don’t
rmmopERSON  he/shefit®  does/doesn’t  they™ do/don't
SINGULAR PLURAL
FIRST PERSON 1 am[was we ardwm
SECOND PERSON you are/were Ym m/m
THIRD PERSON he/she/it*  is/was they™ are/were
‘And singular nouns (child, Roger)
when used as a

**And plural
e, nouns (children, the Mannings), or




WHEN 70 USES;}:,EE,;S (OR -ES) FORM OF A
pRESENT~TEN =

is the verb’s subject he,
she, it, or one? VRS

|
NO
v
{Jwgbjectashgularnoun Use the

(such as parent)? o -s form.

EXCEPTION: Choosingthcoonectpmun—tmscﬁrmofbe(mis.or
are) is not quite so simple. See the chart on the previous page for both
Present- and past-tense forms of be.

NOTE: Do not use the -s form of a verb if it follows a modal verb such
3 can, must, or should or another helping verb. (See 28c¢.)



GUBJECTVERS AGREEMENT

. When @ compound subject is preceded by ¢,
t as singular- o
wm,hmb.andﬁn‘ﬂeedsmbes?ﬁyed

<ception does 1Ot apply when a compound subject i gy

gﬁwm:AIanandMardamdlhavedgﬂemmM.

24d With subjects joined with or or nor (or
with either . - - or or neither . . . nor), make
the verb agree ith the part of the subject

nearer to the verb.
g B
A driver’s license of credit card is required.

A
A driver’s license of two credit cards are required.

has
v lfanlnfnmoucwdhnahldlhcr.c:ﬂadodor.

> Neither the chief financial officer nor the marketing managers

w;uetomnm«lhcdbalmmsmr.

Thevcrbmuubemachulwhthcpmdthcmb)mckxcrwicchild
hasinthcﬁmlwulm.maugtumintbtucmd.

Note: Ifone part of the subject is singular and the other is plural,
put the plural part last to avoid awkwardness.

21e Treat most indefinite pronouns as singular

Indefinite pronouns, those i r
: s, those that nso
things, are s; ; do not refer to specific perso

COMMONLY USED INDEFINITE PRONOUNS
anybody
cach everyone nobody Someb::Y

an 2
anytm‘e tiher everyiling moone | M
ything everybody ith thing somethi®®



SV agr
COLLECTIVE  mar
nouns SREED 185

rds a to h
Many of these words appear to have plural !
re often treated as plural in casual Speech{nf:nfglg: a;md they
English, however, they are nearly always treated as i aV;'ntten

Everyone on the team supports the coach.

has

» Each of the essays have been graded.
» Nobody who participated in the clinical trials were given a

placebo.

The subjects of these sentences are Each and Nobody. These indefinite
pronouns are third-person singular, so the verbs must be has and was.

A few indefinite pronouns (all, any, none, some) may be
singular or plural depending on the noun or pronoun they

refer to.

ey L,
SINGULAR Some of our luggage was lost.

P o assiamns O e
None of his advice makes sense.

> cnoT R W,
PLURAL Some of the rocks are slippery.

B R i,
None of the eggs were broken.

NoTE: When the meaning of none is emphatically “not one,’
none may be treated as singular: None [meaning “Not one€”] of the
eggs was broken. Using not one instead is sometimes clearer: Not

one of the eggs was broken.

ﬂf Treat collective nouns as singular
nless the meaning is clearly plural.

g?nu‘(lxtwe nouns such as jury, committee, audience,.crowd, troop,
nearly and couple name a class or a group. Collective nouns are
unit.y always treated as singular to emphasize the group as a

Occasionally, when there is some reason to draw attention



1.+ qual members of the group, a collective noyp
:?etaz:dma(sh;lluml. (See also 22b.) May be

V.
sNGULAR  The class respects the teacher.

SEE
PLURAL The class are debating among themselves,
derscore the notion of individuality in the second sene
m writers would add a clearly plural noun. e

ok .
PLURAL The class members are debating among themselves,

meets .
» Tbcbmﬂofmm?mmDemrmayun

The board as a whole meets; there is no reason to draw attention to its
individual members.

were
S Ayoungmple:vnargumgaboutpohbowhﬂeholdmg
hands.

The meaning is clearly plural. Only separate individuals can argue and
hold hands.

NoTe: The phrase the number is treated as singular, a number as
plural.

SINGULAR ’I'iwnumberofschool—agechildrenisdedining.

/’—\‘ o
PLURAL A number of children are attending the wedding.
NOTE: In general, when a fraction or a unit of measurement 5
MmmasmgMnom,Mtﬁ&stmn“M
with a plural noun, treat it as plural.

SINGULAR  Twenty inches of waﬂbm covered with mud
PLURAL

P TSy T Iy
"Two pounds of blueberries were used to make
the pie.




i

Make the verb agree with its
zullge ct even when the subject follows
s
the Verb'
ordinarily follow subjects. When this order is reversed, it
;’C::y to become confused. Sentences beginning with there is or
b ere are (or there was OF there were) are inverted; the subject fol-
jows the verb.
1t mm left in southern China.

- M;i;eawdﬂwrkzrandajonmalistatthemecﬁng.

The subject, mwrkerandjoumali-ft.iSPh"‘l's°th°"'°'db““’st

be were.

Occasionally, you may
or effect. When you do so, check to

and verb agree.
are
» Of particular concern is penicill

decide to invert a sentence for variety
make sure that your subject

in and tetracycline, antibiotics

usedtomakeanimalsmrcmmnttodisase-
Tbewbject.pmiciﬂinaudumtydbl&isplunl.sothcvcrbmust

be are.

21h Make the verb agree with its subject,
not with a subject complement.

One basic sentence pattern in English consists of a subject 2 link-
:ﬂg verb, and a subject complement: Amir is a lawyer. Because
( g S-Ub yect complement (lawyer) names OF describes the subject
(Amir), it is sometimes mistaken for the subject. (See 48b on sub-

Ject complements.)
A
These exercises are a way to testyourabilitytoperform under
3
Atm““d‘deepingbag?s"t,hcrequimdequipmem-
T ~
et and bag i the subject, not equipmen.



is
mzjorfofccinmdzfsm:Ndlﬂdm_a"

wamliftkcmwdmm
Mmimzkdiwznﬂnm%mamajmmm
:,,m_“mmmwmwm ‘

» A

21i Ensure that who, which, and that take
verbs that agree with their antecedents.

Like most pronouns.therdaﬁvepmnoum who, which, and that
have antecedents, nouns or pronouns to which they refer. A rel-
ative pronoun as the subject of a subordinate clause takes a

verb that agrees with its antecedent.
AT ST
ANT v
‘Take a course tﬂtm you for classroom management.

One of the

Constructions such as one of the students who [or one of the things
that) cause problems for writers. Do not assume that the anteced-
ent must be one. Instead, consider the logic of the sentence.

- Ourawhymuehwbmdlhuhlnpdmwmwm

from animals.
mmtmmdm&mmm.mmmmmﬁﬁm

animals.
Only one of the

When t]“’Phﬂis_elfteomlycou:mbeforeone,youaresafeilﬂ‘s‘
suming that one is the antecedent of the relative pronoun.

S me’theonlyoneofd,e ﬁrkt-yanpanishsW”

was
mr“ﬂm'm“@mapplyﬁrﬂnmm

The :




v'-\'

TITLE .
S, COMPANY NAMES A
e 2k
- 189

21j Treat words such as athletics, economics
mathematics, and news as singular, :
despite their plural form.
is
, Politics axe among my mother’s favorite pastimes.

EXCEPTION: Occasionally some of these words, especially eco-
nomics, mathematics, politics, and statistics, have plural meanings:
Office politics often sway decisions about hiring and promotion.
The economics of the building plan are prohibitive. '

921k Treat titles of works, company names,
words mentioned as words, and gerund

phrases as singular.

describes
» Lost Cities deseribe the discoveries of fifty ancient civilizations.

5pecializes

» Delmonico Brothers speeialize in organic produce.

is
» Controlled substances are a euphemism for illegal drugs.

A gerund phrase consists of an -ing verb form followed by
any objects, complements, or modifiers (see 49b). Treat gerund
phrases as singular.

makes
» Encountering long wait times make customers impatient.
A

Edit the following sentences to eliminate prob-
lems with subject-verb agreement. If a sentence is correct, write “cor-

rect” after it. Answers appear in the back of the book.

JacK’s first days in the infantry lvsv\»:g’grueling.

% One of the main reasons for elephant poaching are the profits
received from selling the ivory tusks.

b. okl
Not until my interview with Dr. Hwang were 0
opened to me,

ﬁfr.lu.m,ber of students in the seminar was aware of the import
Joning the discussion.

ther possibilities

C, ance



