[image: f1dac95ab622c8be3a84c212c9f0cb2]















[bookmark: _GoBack][image: d30b0d95507b63e3bc5d72658671afe]
image1.png
M3 Discussion 1: Norse Mythology

Overview

This module discussion asks you to analyze the Prose Edda, the Norse
mythological epic. Please plan on using specific evidence from the myth in
answering both prompts below. Remember, it's less about the "right" answer than
it is doing the deep thinking and presenting your reasoning.

Part A: Applying the Historical Approach. Very little of the events of the Prose
Edda are based in fact (if any), but there are details in the story which imply what
ife looked like in medieval and ancient Scandinavia, especially Iceland. Using the
historical approach explained in the module exploration, identify historical data
found in the myth. What might life have been like for the Norse and for Icelanders
during this era?

Part B: Applying the Cosmological Approach. Take the cosmological approach
outlined in the module exploration and apply it to the Prose Edda. (Bear in mind,
most images available from Google searching will be incomplete and not have the
level of detail Snorri himself presents in the text.) What place-names get dropped
in the narrative, and how might this world be arranged? On a larger level, do you
think there is any particular reason for the Norse cosmology to be so different
from the rest of the world's cosmologies?

Outcomes
« Apply the historical approach to given myths (C, D, F).
« Apply the cosmological approach to given myths (C, D, F).

« ldentify using written arguments instances where it is appropriate to apply
these approaches and mythological motifs to present-day life and
narratives (B, C, D, E, F, G).
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Instructions

In this discussion assignment, when providing your response be careful to state
your answer clearly, and explain your reasons behind your answer. Simply giving
an opinion is not enough; give reasons and/or evidence for why you believe what
you believe about mythology's definition and value.

Please also label each answer A or B accordingly within your post.

To receive full credit, you must make a minimum of 3 posts, including (1)
substantive opening post and (2) substantive response posts. A substantive post
will acknowledge the prompt or previous post in a way that shows you have read
it, will build on the prompt or previous post by adding something new and
detailed, and continue the conversation by asking a question or ending in such a
way that other students may reply to your post as well. Each of these posts must
make use of relevant content, including ideas and sources and be written in an
academic style and tone.

See the Schedule in the Syllabus Module for due dates and the Rubric attached to
this Discussion for grading information.

Rubrics




