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socrates. Why have you come at this hour, Crito?

: 7
+ still early!
A Crito. Yes, very early.
¢ocr. About what time is it ?

Crita. It 1s jUSt daybreak.

Socr. 1 wonder that the jailer was willing to et you in.

Crito. He knows me now, Socrates; I come here so often,
and besides, I have given him a tip.

Socr. Have you been here long?

Crito. Yes, some time.,

Socr. Then why did you sit down without speaking ? Why
did you not wake me at once

Crito. Indeed, Socrates, I wish that I myself were not so

sleepless and sorrowful. But I have been wondering to see how
- soundly you sleep. And I purposely did not wake you, for I was

anxious not to disturb your repose. Often before, all through

- your life, I have thought that your temperament was a happy one;
- and I think so more than ever now when I see how easily and
calmly you bear the calamity that has come to you.

Socr, Nay, Crito, it would be absurd if at my age I were

 Gisturbed at having to die.

; Crito. Other men as old are overtaken by similar calamities,
Socrates ; but thejr age does not save them from being disturbed
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ATO that I might have saved you if I had been will;
62 mvr 1y are you here SO mblv..w but that I neglected to do so. And what novcﬁwmoﬂu M%@“ﬂ”ﬂm
. s0: but tell me wiy gocrates; Mot sad, 1t disgraceful than the reputation of caring more for mone than {
Socr. That ﬂmw w@.&.an of sad news; _ friends, both sad one’s friends ? The public will never believe that we éonw anxj e
Crito. 1 310 msw for me and fof - <o~c think, 18 it as hard to save you, but that you yourself refused to escape. e
ceems, for you - and for none of them, Socr. But, my dear Crito, why should we care so much about
i hard :.v d.mw?wn = ~me from Delos, at the vcvmn ovm:mosw Wmmm.onmv_m men, of whose opinion it 1s worth
+o bear 25 it ﬂ ¢ s it? Has the ship € . our while to think, will believe that we wnﬁma as we really did.
S /Z M ] am 10 die' rived, but 1 think that 1t Crito. H.wﬁﬁ you see, wn.onnmnam. a.amn 1t 1s necessary to care about
Jrrival of whic - has 1ot actually E.r.nr ertain persons roz.o w:cmn opinion, too. ..ﬂ.:m very thing that has happened to you
Crito. Zo.a~ crom the news wil It is clear from their proves that the BE.QE%. can do a man not the least, but almost
will be here Smwwwca. who left it ?Wmmo G ocrates, tOMOTTOW the greatest harm, if he is m&mm@ accused to them.
vrought from 11 be here today ; and =% Socr. 1 wish .n_..wﬁ the multitude were able to do a man the
report that it W « to end. o1, Be it O, if so the greatest harm, Crito, for then they would be able to anw J:.: the
our life will hav Crito, May it end ir. will be here today. _eatest good, t0O. That would have been fine. But, as it is, they
: Socr- Wl aoﬁ. think that the snip m .n do neither. They cannot make a man either wise or foolish:
11 will, But I do SuppOSe aomvm o the day aiter the ship | they act wholly at random.
1

Crito. Well, as you wish. But tell me this, Socrates. You IV

{not?’ thorities saY: dav. but | surely are w.oﬁ anxious mvm&. ﬁﬂo and %o:_.a Mnrmn mrnwmnam. and
qrrives, am 35 what the au hat it will come 1O ay, airaid lest, if you escape, the informers would say that we stole
Crito. .H.awn 1 do not think tha ofala 1ittle while ago m | you away, and get us into trouble, and involve us in a great deal
Socr- HMM: counting on 2 a_.ommm that you did not wake me. | of expense, or perhaps in the loss of all our property, and, it may
tomorrow. 1 + geems 1O be m.oﬁc:p : . - | be, bring some other punishment upon us besides? If you have
the night, = : d what was this Q.nwanrmn Jad in white, seel | any fear of that kind, dismiss it. For of course we are bound to 45
Crito. Wﬂ&n il beautiful WO «0O .mona»aom\\ - run these risks, and still greater risks than these, if necessary,
bk me, and call me and $2Y & | insaving you. So do not, I beg you, refuse to listen to me.
to oo rtile Phthia reach.” ~ ‘ Socr.1am anxious about that, Crito, and about much besides.
the third day shall you t€ Crito. Then have no fear on that score. There are men who,
T se dream Socrates \ nd ~ forno very large sum, are ready :.v bring you out of prison into
Crito. What 3 StTaie®. ﬂ%a. at least 10 no :% Socratess T | wwﬂ And then, you know, these informers are cheaply bought,
Gocr. But 1ts meaning 1% <eems. But, O my yrself. For 4 m“_ lijerd éo&a. be no need to spend much upon them. My fortune
Crito. Yes, t00 nwma. .nM {isten to ME and mmMMmNM: ot only 5”“ MME. mmojznm. and T think that it is adequate; and if you
. beg you for the last .wamw more than @ m.B%M_pa“aﬁ.. find vmsw.« mqgmanw, msomwwm wvom:. e Yo Rom o i o
to me your 4258 BL ke of whom | o e well Wil B ey o Theben,h oy ot & et g
.1 1 lose a frien ¢ know you 2% i Y b VY purnnce L hebes, has actually brought enough for this
sh g who do MO 1. the ouhn& | Purpose, And Cebes and
but many Persot ¢ to death while | Terefore | repeat do ‘and many others are ready, too. And
1 Criminals could mﬁn be pu g at, do not shrink from saving yourself on that
away on its VOYEEST, “p
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PLATO
d in the court—that if you

uld not know what to do with yourself—

e are many places for you to go to,
f you choose O go to Thessaly, I

i1l make much of you and protect you

e from the people of H:mmmmd.\.
es, I think that you i:._

4. And do not let what you sal

. u wo

eem t
to me you S : . life, as far as you are concerned,
d educate them. Most likely

their fate will be the usual fate of children who are left orphans,
. children into the world unless you

the trouble of bringing them up and educating them.
are choosing the easy way, and not the
as you ought, when you have been

life long of the value that you set upon human
excellence. For my part, 1 feel ashamed both for you and for us
Men will think that the whole thing which

who are your friends. .
appearance in court to face trial,

has happened to you—your
when you need not have appeared at all; the very way in

which the trial was conducted ; and then last of all this, the
crowning absurdity of the whole affair—is due to our cowardice.
It will look as if we had shirked the danger out of miserable
46 cowardice; for we did not save you, and you did not save yourself,
when it was quite possible to do so if we had been good for any-
thing at all. Take care, Socrates, lest these things be not evil
only, but also dishonorable to you and to us. Reflect, then, or
rather the time for reflection is past; we must make up our
inds. And there is only one plan possible. Everything must
be done tonight. If we delay any . ates
I implore you not to refuse to listen to me.
VI Socr. My dear Crito, if your anxiety to s
i is most valuable; but if not, the greater it 1

ave me be mmr.a
s the harder it

honor the same on
= €s as I used to, And : pe
argument to substitut - aAnd if ¢t and
e for them, I we have p
to your proposal, not even thouet certainly shaj O better
ot agree

» 10 examine oyr f,

mmw % i t do you think
% - And we sh
Mo Yes, g00d opinions, a4 no
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Socr. But the good opinions are those of the w;
worthless ones those of the foolish ? 5% ang the
Crito. Of course.
Socr. And what did we say about this? D
o e : - LJ0e |
IS 1n training, and who is serious about jt 2 Man Whe

stands the matter, tells him » NOt as others tell him?
Crito. That is so.

Crito. Of course he will.

Socr. And how will he suffer? In what way and in what
part of himself?

Crito. Of course in his body. That is disabled.

Socr. You are right. And, Crito, to be brief, is it not the
same 1n everything? And, therefore, in questions of justice and
injustice, and of the base and the honorable, and of good and evil,
which we are now examining, ought we to follow the opinion
of the many and fear that, or the opinion of the one man who

understands these matters (if we can find him), and feel more
shame and fear before him than before all other men? For if we

do not follow him, we shall corrupt and maim that part of us

which, we used to say, is improved by justice and disabled by
injustice. Or is this not so?

Crito. No, Socrates, I agree with you,

Socr. Now, if, by listening to the opinions of n:.o......m .ire_ MM
not understand, we disable that part of us which is improved

CRITO 57
. . hie worth living wh
upted by a.mmwmn. 1S our ¢ when
’ ealth w:w Howm %-n body, is it not ¢

ife worth living with the body corrupted and
5

: ? s
a%_mm 0. No, certainly not.

Then is life worth living when that part of us which
.MQQ. by injustice and benefited by justice is corrupt? Or
s maimed awn that part of us, whatever it 1s, which has to do with

dowe nMMM injustice to be of less consequence than our body? 48
mﬁana

Crito. No, certainly not.
Socr. But more Mmpcmd_mw
. uch more so. _
MMH»M. .MHW.BB% good friend, we must not think so nﬂu& of
hat the many will say of us; we must think of what nm MMH
Ma_ who understands justice and 1n} mmana. and of i.wmn z.%. pas
self will say of us. And so you are mistaken, e Mamﬁ wi wum.:ﬁ
you invite us to regard the opinion of the 8:53. e Bnnoammaom e
just and the honorable and the good, and Enﬂw vcvvo .
it may be said, the multitude can put us to anm.. L v
Crito. Yes, that is evident. That may be m»a... ocra m e
Socr. True. But, my good friend, to me it mvv@!.wm .
the conclusion which we have just reached is the mmBMm s
conclusion of former times. Now consider whether we e
to the belief that we should set the highest value, not on
but on living well ?

Crito. Yes, we do. . ih
Socr. And living well and honorably and justly mean
same thing : do we hold to that or not?

Crito. We do. .

Socr. Then, starting from these premises, ‘o escape from
sider whether it is just or not for me to ﬁ.w .n € that it is
prison, without the consent of the Athenians. 1 .MMP I am afraid
just, we will try; if not, we will give up the 1 hay

. and of bring-
that considerations of expense, and of reputation,

Ing up my children, of which you talk, e,
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2 though, » 4S8 cagy, Mey

that We can 3mm<m . wcﬁ. x €ason, Sﬂ@ vd:m the % agz. ..~ Certainly not. :

1 askeq ; Nothin Ich jg M o e 4 Crito. ver to act unjustly at all, ought we to
Just noy, § to Consijq Our ..., ffe, = 1 we ought ne _ i .

Money 4y 4 ﬁrw:_ﬂ/:Edm_w. shall o Mﬂ but z..awdao. m:o“m@ya. Soe. tice with injustice, as the multitude thinks we may?

and i . S t0 the © be acting  Westioy ™t | g injus
e 50: 1n On : —dﬁw . ~ﬂa— not. !

Or sha]j Q.:.ma?mm take o Who are to Em JUstly if 55_& | Crito. C " w:ns Crito, ought we to do evil to anyone?

/ We in ¢ UT respect: dmes =~ Weg | cocr. Well, y

i we find ¢, uth pe actin PeClive Partg : 0 ®Scap; - 0. Certainly I think not, Socrates.

not ¢ At we shoy] § un; ustly if = My 8, 1 Crito. is it just to repay evil with evil, as the multitude

ke any ace wid be actin e do all ¢ “Seapy) Socr. And 15 1t )

May be the . Ount €ither of de 4 cs..cmzw. th _.:m.v ?& w drinks, OF c&cmﬁw .

Only of e o:mm.nCmnom of rem .m.ﬁr. Or of any o~m= We Mygg GY.S. Certainly it 1s unjust. . :

Gt ~Hnm Unjust)y 4ning here, whiaeh €r eyl thay Socr. For there is no difference, is there, between doing evil
bades thinjk that YOu are iR We are but | \o a man and acting unjustly ?

S » DOCrates, B Crito. True. PR P
if you o¢r- Let s SXamine tp; " What ae we | Socr. Then we ought not to repay injustice with injustice
pei Mws Contradjet anyil 'S question together : or to do harm to any man, no matter what we may have suffered
lon ed. But j¢ you cap Ng that g say, do gn. = FQ&. angd from him. And in conceding this, Crito, be careful that you do
. S€r, my dear frienid 10t, do ney 80 on 1o 9 and | shal] pe not concede more than you mean. For I know that only a few

It of the Athenjane taat 1 should e PEANng to me any hold, or ever will hold, this opinion. And so those who
NHvUHOé dns. I am .Ommu@ SDHTO—:” —g | men noild, : und of argu-
But and COnsent, j d e r ANXious to .n ¢ con- hold 1t and those who do not have no common ground of argu
star o tell me if yo > 1ot want you to th ACt with your ment; they can of necessity only look with contempt on each

AL, m.:a try to ANswea © gree With the pr .5# e Mistaken, oEQ...w belief. Do you therefore consider very carefully whether %

Crito, 1 will tr -y Questiong ,¢ cmise from which | not vou _.n.o with me and share my opinion. Are we to start in

Socr. Ought <Wm s et our ME:MM. from the premise that it is never right either to act
we act un;j ustly in Never tq aCt unjysyy unjustly, or to repay injustice with injustice, or to avenge our-
95 we havye oft SOme Ways, and e y <o_:=~m3_v~.v Or may __ - ho harms us, by harming him in return?
g00d or rozon.mmm “&reed i former tim o oohers? Is jt the case M<Mm - mbw. e, iiﬂr me wﬁa.&mmosn from my premise? 1

: € tO act yym - €s, that it A% r do you disagree ith : I believe in it
Clusions been Overturned i ety Or haye all . hever either mysell have believed in it for a long ik ubaBa how. If you
age fail to recogn ' these few ( our former con- still. But if you differ in any way, explain to :
msw smﬂr m 1Ze w: mmosm- <<~.~0 m.%m. N.n.wﬁ~ Qm@ we at our : : y L .OH~ ﬂmmﬁg to g% next Enﬂﬁ.

€ach other, that 1 We were ser: still hold to our former opinion, +h vou. Go on.
ot What we useq g gt "€ Were ng e “STioUsly conyers Crito. Yes, I hold toit, and Lagree with you. Goon.
Mmultitude agTees S:rmmw Mmost Certain]y the an children? Is Socr. Then, my next point, or rather my
and shamefy) ; Us or not; ‘ruth, whether the

s just agree , or may he
this: Qught a man to carry out his just agr S

INCUr 3 hano: . shuffie out of them? s .
COnsequence » €avier or a y -t them out. o’s consent,
Sor e do P DO we befieyg tes Ser: Then eansider, 1 T escape without the Stat€’s CReert o
ocr. Then we oy ht ne . _ Socr. ‘ﬂwns. . I ought least to 10)
g VEr to act un;j ustly p shall 1 be injuring those whom &

: s or not?
Shall 1 be abiding by my just agreements O
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made to live as our citizen. First, therefore,

you -
peot s question. Are we right, or are we wrong, in say-
ef et have agreed not in mere words, but in your actions,

. ynder our government?” What are we to say, Crito?

“ot admit that it is true?
Crito. We must, Socrates.
Then they would say, “Are you not breaking your

Socr.
s and agreements with us? And you were not led to make

853.»3 /

them by force OF by fraud. You did not have to make up your mind

3 hurry, You had seventy years in which you might have gone
had been dissatisfied with us, or if the agreement

away if you .
nad seemed to you un just. But you preferred neither Sparta

sor Crete, though you are fond of saying that they are well
meaB&. nor any other state, either of the Greeks or the
Barbarians. You went away from Athens less than the lame and

the blind and the crippled. Clearly you, far more than other
Athenians, were satisfied with the state, and also with us who
are its laws ; for who would be satisfied with a state which had
no laws ? And now will you not abide by your agreement? If you
take our advice, you will, Socrates; then you will not make

yourself ridiculous by going away from Athens.

“Reflect now. What good will you do yourself or your
friends by thus transgressing and breaking your agreement? It is
tolerably certain that they, on their part, will at least run the
risk of exile, and of losing their civil rights, or of forfeiting their

property, You yourself might go to one of the neighboring

states, to Thebes or to Megara, for instance—for both of them

are well governed—but, Socrates, you will come as an enemy (o

these governments, and all who care for their city will look
subverter of law. You

askance at you, and think that you are a
and make it seem that

will confirm the judges in their opinion,
their verdict was a just one. For a man who is a subverter of

well be supposed to be a corrupter of the young and
- and civ-

law may

thoughtless, Then will you avoid 20:..«033«% wﬁﬁ:

ili i1l life be worth having, if you do you as-
lined rymait et hame—about what,

80C1 +th such men, and converse without s .
mon””“w About the things which you talk of here? Will you tell
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them that excellence and justice and institutio
most valuable things that men can have? An
that that will be a disgraceful thing for Socr
think so. But you will leave these places;

ns g& -Ni are i

ates? You Ought ¢,
» You will gg ¢, the

friends of Crito in Thessaly. For there is foy
order and license, and very likely they will be
the ludicrous way in which you escaped fro
In peasant’s clothes, or in some other dis

nd the greates dis.
delighted tq hear of
m prison, dressed tp
guise which people

dared to break the highest laws? Perhaps

annoy them. But if you do, Socrates, you
that will make you blush. You will pass your li

and the slave of all men ; and what
in Thessal

fe as the flatterer

will you be doing but feasting
y 2% It will be as if you had made a journey to Thessaly

arguments about
But you wish to live for the sake
0 bring them up and educate them?
ith you to Thessaly, and bring them
Will you make them strangers to their

for a banquet. And where will be all our old
54 Justice and excellence then ?

of your children? You want t
What? Will you take them w
up and educate them there ?

Own country, that you may
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ak. :
wﬁnnnM.wM »Mm.vﬂu. have nwogmﬂnﬂ more to Say

. . d let us
Socr. Then let it be, Crito, an
god is our guide.




both today and at other times, 2 _ o_m
profuse and earnest they arc will be

“We will do our best,” 53!
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first, and not let me escaP® ﬁ“ ,

a smile and said, «My fnen
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ong the noblest and gentlest and best
e: and now 1 am surc that you will

¢ with those who you know are

d so farewell, and try to bear what must be as
have come.” With that

and went out.
. 1 and replied, “Farewell, 1 will do

d said, “How courteous

been the kindest of men; and now,
e, Crito, let us obey him ; let the

me, ﬁa has
e weeps for me ! Com
and if it is not ready, let it be prepared.”

brought if it 15 ready,
0 replicd, “But, Socrates, I think that the sun is st

ypon the hills: it has not set. Besides, I know that other men
uke the poison quite late, and eat and drink heartily, and even
enjoy the company of their chosen friends, after the announce-

ment has been made. So do not hurry; there is still time.”
Socrates replied, “And those whom you speak of, Crito, nat-

Sw__w do so: for they think that they will be the gainers by so
doing. And I naturally shall not do so; for I think that [ should

rain nothing by drinking the poison a little later but my owncon-
tempt for so greedily saving up a life which 1s already spent.

So do mot refuse to do as I say.”
Then Crito made a sign to his slave who was standing by;

and the slave went out, and after some delay returned with the
man who was to give the poison, carrying it prepared in a cup.
. , “You understand these

things, my good man, what have I to do?”
“You have only to drink thi .

about until your legs feel heavy, and then
of itself.” With that he handed the cup to
quite cheerfully, Echecrates, wi
color or of feature, and looked up at

_ “and to walk

lie down ; and it will act
Socrates, who took it
thout trembling, and without any

the man with that

fixed glance of his, and asked, “What say you to making a libation
edglance 05 May Tor not?” “Weonly prepare omuch 2
[ - !P 5 - -
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