CHRIS SCARRE

THE PENGUIN
HISTORICAL ATLAS
OF ANCIENT ROME




THE PENGUIN HISTORICAL ATLAS OF ANCIENT ROME

The Unification of Italy

Right: this 3rd-century 8C
pottery dish from Campania
shows an Indian elepbant
equipped for war—probably
one of the 20 brought to Italy
by Pyrrbus, which would have
been the first the Romans had
seen.

Below: this ivory plague, one
of a pair from Palestrina in
Italy, gives a good impression
of the armour and equipment
wsed by Roman soldiers in the
3rd century BcC.

The Roman conquest of Italy was slow and hard-fought, but by
the middle of the 3rd century BC, they were masters of the
peninsula.

From the early days of the Republic, Rome
behaved as an expansionist power, fighting
frequent wars to gain new territory and
safeguard its security. The first major
gain was the capture of Veii, the south-
ernmost of the Etruscan cities, in 396
BC. Any elation was shortlived, however,
as six years later a Celtic raiding party
descended from northern Italy, defeated
the Romans at the River Allia and cap-
tured and sacked Rome itself. This proved
merely a temporary setback, and during the
rest of the 4th century BC the Romans steadily
expanded their political and military influence through central Italy. They
did this by an astute mixture of warfare and diplomacy, fighting only where
necessary. They also adopted a policy of founding Roman colonies at strate-
gic places to consolidate their hold on newly conquered territory.

The Romans gained mastery of Latium in the Latin war of 340-38 Bc, and
then defeated their erstwhile allies the Samnites in the Second and Third
Samnite Wars of 327-304 and 298-90 sc. This extended their power east to
the Adriatic and southwards to the Bay of Naples. Their next major war was
against a foreign invader, Pyrrhus, King of Epirus in northwest Greece. In
280 he landed in southern Italy with an army of 25,000 men and 20 ele-
phants, the first the Romans had encountered. Despite several victories,
Pyrrhus was unable to make significant headway and withdrew back to
Epirus five years later. This left the Romans free to consolidate their hold
on southern Italy, and cast their eyes across the straits to Sicily where, in
264, they came into direct conflict with the Carthaginians (> pages 24-25).
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Rome’s expansion into southern Italy brings it into conflict with
the other major power in the Central Mediterranean: Carthage.
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