TIM HORTONS VOTERS

mericans can have their Tea Party. In Canada, the polit-
Aical beverage of choice is coffee—Tim Hortons coffee, in
particular,

In the fall of 2009, Prime Minister Stephen Harper skipped
a summit meeting of world leaders at the United Nations, opting
instead to sip hot chocolate at Tim Hortons headquarters in
Oakville, Ontario. Rather than sashaying about on the world
stage, rubbing shoulders with political celebrities and sketchy
foreign despots, this fifty-year-old dad and baby boomer planted
himself close to home. Harper was there to hail the return of
Tim’s from the US as a Canadian, publicly traded company—an
unsubtle way to persuade Canadians of Harper’s true patriot love
and homespun authenticity.

In his remarks, Harper delivered an ode to the doughnut chain
and its hallowed place in Canadian iconography. In the space of a
couple of minutes, in fact, Harper managed to link this doughnut
store to many great things about Canada: hockey, family and even
Pierre Berton, chronicler of Canada’s nation-building efforts. And
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