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YSTEMS
226 PART lII: SOCIAL STRUCTURES AND 5

other companies, and other econom;
c

0 nected t ) :
the way it is con ional boundarles. The point I want youSYstems

le yet profound: It’s possible that the ide, :f) take
80¢j.

| system may be an antiquated way to think about socia] Proces
the next, we are going to look at two very differen glc?li&
al

{1 tell us about the processes associated with global capita
ism,

Wallerstein Wi : : .
Wallerstein draws heavily on some of. Marx’s most important igey
Manuel Castells (Chapter 11), will take us in a totally differ, '
an systems of institutions and social relations, Castells argum
s

that globalization today is built o1 networks of Commugic;tiom mostly structureg
through the Internet. These networks nof only transcen .t e boundaries of Nation,
they completely redefine human connect'lons. The globalized network society, then,
can only be understood through the loglcs of C(')mpu.te.r network.s; and in this net
work, social class, power politics, meaning, and identities are radically redefined,

involves issues
away from this
as a nationd

ety
In this chapter and

systems.
As you'll se&
Our next theorist,
direction. Rather th

THEORIST'S DIGEST

Brief Biography
as born in New York City on September 30, 1930. He attended

Immanuel Wallerstein W
Columbia University where he received his bachelor's (1951), master's (1954), and PhD

(1959). Wallerstein has also formally studied at various universities around the globe,
including the Université Paris Diderot, Université Libre de Bruxelles, and Universidad
Nacional Auténoma de México. His primary teaching post was at Binghamton University
(SUNY), where he taught from 1976 until his retirement in 1999. He has also held visiting
professor posts in Amsterdam, British Columbia, and the Chinese University of Hong
Kong, as well as several other locations. In addition to many professional posts, he has
served as president of the International Sociological Association and director of the
Fernand Braudel Center for the Study of Economies, Historical Systems, and Civilizations.

Central Sociological Questions

r\?Iaatlllersteifn is driven first to critically understand (through a Marxian perspective) how the
; d|ons of the world are joined together in a global system of capitalism, and second 0
ind ways to politically act to change that system.

Simply Stated

Because of itati
r :;:rl‘c;;;antnon dand overproduction, the global capitalist economy goes i
and depression. Each cycle is deeper than the previous: an

cycles eventu ;

depression, th?lglgEZﬂyitsomt, where the economy can't rebound. During |ast‘

tem will be born. m will go through a chaotic period out of which a ne¥ S
J



