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Week 8 Chapter 3 =

Theatre as a reflection of it's time

Since theatre is like a “mirror of the culture of its time,” plays and productions reflect the society that they
are written and performed in. Discuss what you think were some of the reasons and circumstances that
gave rise to the many environmental theatre companies in the 1960s?

Your answer due: 4/10/2020 by 11:59pm

Response: 4/12/2020 by 11:59pm
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There are many reasons for it, and | just give my grain of salt. What is environment theatre? The audiences involved with
the environment of the play that is an environment theatre. Although there are not many environment theatres around,
the hunted house is similar to the environment theatre. The audiences interacted with those actors and involved the
environment. Let's see the background of the 1960s. What happened during the 1960s? Many things happened during
the 1960s. Such as JFK, the Vietnam war, the first ford Mustang, the first man on the moon, the Berlin Wall, and movie
theatres became more popular. It was not far from world war two. In the meantime, the United States become the most
powerful military force in the world. People are still in the celebrating of victory. Many new things are being invented
toward the economy. Also, people have much more leisure time to see those new kinds of stuff. | would able to
imagine the people in that time. They have much more happiness than people in nowadays. What would people do
when they have some downtime back then? They don't have internet and smartphones. Therefore, either the movie
cinema or the theatre. As | mentioned, there are many new kinds of stuff during that time in the U.S. Americans
already get used to new things and wanted to see it more. A show in the environment theatre does not require as
many budgets as the regular theatres do. Thus, less budgets and fast renew is the feature of the environment theatre.
In other words, the environment theatres are way faster to gain the profit.
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As we were discussing during lecture, environmental has had the audience to be part of the play. That approach was used
for the audience to get reeled in the society they were living in--and be involved to what was happening and stop being
just a spectator. Actor the world was Il, the beginning of a new life becomes something people had to see as a lesson
learned as the 1960 occurs, since so many things had happened during that ten year span. So many things like the Civil
Rights movement, Flower Power, assassination of the two Kennedy's and so on. | was thinking earlier, that the theatre
does have a big part of how change can occur because they mimic what was happening in their society, what was
happening in the world. This was probably was also the reason for the rise of these environmental theatre's. For example,
The Free Southern Theatre that was formed in 1963 (during the time of Civil Rights movement) their seeing place was in
the back porches, fields, farmhouses, the church and etc. They used what they have to form a story of their life, and
continue bringing up change through theatre. Another example was Theatre de Soleil, actors would go and wander
through the audience. The boundaries were broken, and it can make the audience get more of why those actors are doing
that. Why they are trying to break those boundaries. | learned today how environmental theatre (or even theatre in
general) can mimic so much of our life, what we are experiencing, it can bring up such change in our society. Because of all
the these events that happened in the 1960s, it influenced playwrights and artists to make a new way of representing life
in society through theatre. Environmental theatre is so much more of how the audience can participate, how they can't
just be spectators anymore and how they can be a part of much bigger change in the society--especially of how the past
was full of rough and painful times. And environmental theatre (or theatre in general) was able to expose and educate

people of how being a spectator should not happen anymore. And theatre was able to be that spark to start some change.
Edited by Daguio, Keziah C on Apr 10 at 3:59pm
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| believe that there were many reasons and circumstances that gave rise to the many environmental theatre In the
1960's. To start off, | feel like we hav to know what environmental theatre is. A environmental theatre is a branch of the
new theater movement of the 1960s that aimed to heighten audience awareness of theater by eliminating the distinction
between the audience and the actors space. The concept of the environmental theater was taken to greater extremes by
radical artistic groups such as welfare state international and bread and puppet theater. These were very popular during
the 20th century at the beginning of the 21st-century.

One of the many reasons that gave rise to the many environmental theaters companies in the 1960's was Richard
Schechner. He was one of the early champions and architects of the environmental staging. He soon documented his
experience and strategies and his seminal book Environmental Theatre. Which is known for coining the term. | also
believe that it gave it a rise because so many tragedies happen during that year. Such as Vietnam war, JFK assignation,
etc. | believe that, that was their time for peace and relaxation. It probably was where they had fun and felt like they were

safe.

So therefore, | believe that the reason why there was a rise in environmental theatre was because there were so many
tragedies and because Schechner made a great impact on environmental staging.




