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Week 8 Chapter 2 &

Language’s relation to theatrical spaces

What were the reasons that the use of language in the Elizabethan theatre had to be richer and more
descriptive than the plays of Italian proscenium theatres of the same period?

Your answer due: 4/08/2020 by 11:59pm

Response: 4/11/2020 by 11:59pm
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This is a question that made me think and go back to my books and lectures--to see the difference between the use of
language for the Elizabethan Theatre and the Italian proscenium theatre. From the textbook it says that, "[The
Elizabethan theatre has a] little scenery and few properties by today's standards, the Elizabethan theatre encouraged
both playwright and actor to create unlimited illusions, transporting the audience from Juliet's tomb in one play to raging
storm at sea in another!" While the Italian theatre is "Framing the stage and masking its inner workings, brought
innovative scenery and painting techniques." That is their difference, it's how the stage looked like and how it can convey
more scenes and descriptive images that would immensely help the audience to make the play more believable, more
than what they see or hear. It was interesting indeed, because both are basically in the same era, but has its distinction
because of how those two theatre's are set by the size and looks of their respective theatre. The Globe is more on having
aunique kind theatre, nothing similar to what we are used to in this century. However, Italian theatre (as it was described
by our textbook) has more scenery which made it easier for them to be free with how they use their dialogue. They can
use their scenery to be more free with what they wanted to say, and let the art of those sceneries can speak for
themselves. However, in the Elizabethan theatre, they would have to use language that can make the scene that they are
in to be more vivid--to make the audience see and know what they are trying to say or show (since they don't have
properties, unlike the Italian proscenium theatre). That is why the playwright had to be more specific, vivid, rich, and
descriptive and the actor has to use his talents and find ways to make the dialogue believable to draw and paint more
pictures of what they are trying to paint (as to what the scene is).
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The reasons that Elizabethan theater language had to have a richer descriptive than Italian proscenium theaters, because
Elizabethan has a small and few properties by present standards in the industry. By the late 16th century, permanent
structures were being built in England and Europe to house a new kind of theatrical entertainment, one that was losing
its ceremonial and festive qualities and focusing more on plays with commercial appeal performed by acting companies.
Around 1576, James Burbage built London's first theater, it was an open-air structure that adopted features from various
places of entertainment including inn-yards, pageant wagons, banquet halls, fixed platforms, and portable booth-stages. |
believe that all these theaters being built has something to do with the Elizabethan theater, they all wanted the same
concept of bringing people in to watch the show. There were certain standards that the theater had to provide for not
only the actors but for the producers.

The Elizabethan Theater was a festive theater depiciting cosmic drama that touched all people: peasant, artist, merchant,
and noble. Its architecture affected the structure of the plays written for it. The Italian theater is framing the inner
'workings of the stage, brought innovative scenery, and painting techniques failing utterly. Their is indeed a difference in
the two theater industries how Elizabethan little scenery and Italian theater frames the stage and masks its inner
'workings. | believe that the Italian theater is ripping off the Elizabethan theater by copying the stage and inner workings.

Allin all, The Elizabethan theater is an example of success with actors, producers, etc. It inspired other peoples theaters
to benefit actors performances. Actors have the passion to perform for others, to inspire others. The theaters business

will encourage people to share a positive vibe in all theater areas.
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‘What were the reasons that the use of language in the Elizabethan theatre had to be more vibrant and more descriptive
than the plays of Italian proscenium theatres of the same period? There two reasons. The first reason, the way of those
two types of theatres build is the reason. One is without the roof, and the other one has a roof. Second reason, who are
the audiences.

The Elizabethan theatre is an open-air structure. Therefore, the audience could quickly get abstract by the noise and the
‘weather during the play. The playwright needs to make sure the audiences stay on track. So, it 's required in order to have
amore vibrant language in the play. On the contrary, the Italian proscenium theatres is a close house theatre. It's a less
obstructive environment. The audience can pay attention to the play.

The Elizabethan theatre's patrons are extraordinarily wealthy and hold the high-class level in Londen. The playwright has
tried to please those patrons, maybe to get more benefit from them or appreciate them. Therefore, the language in the
play that needed to focus on the high-class and the royal family audiences.

Summery, the Elizabethan theatre, and the Italian proscenium theatre are holding different backgrounds. Also, they are
for different groups of audiences. It is reasonable when the Elizabethan theatre has a better level of language in the play.




