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PLACES OF ENCOUNTER

Catholic and Protestant
Churches

A Protestant Preacher
Protestant preaching was
always from the Bible. Both
preacher and congregation
followed the passage that was
read from the scripture.
Sermons were long—notice

the hour»glass/

Separate Sides A blind mag
points to the separated sides
the Church, so bitterly divided
between Protestant and Catholj
Attempts to unite the divided
Church are known as *“ecumeni
movements.” 3

he distinction between Catholic and
Protestant was clearly evident in the
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appearance of churches. Two
fundamental assumptions governed what
Catholics considered appropriate for a church.
The first was the presence of

relics on or beneath altars. A
relic was the physical
remains of a saint, or some
object associated with the
saint, and Catholics believed
one of the purposes of a

church was to house these

sacred objects.

As a result, Catholic churches tended
to have many altars, each housing
relics, because the more relics a
church possessed the greater the
presence of the sacred in it. The sec-
ond assumption was that the more
magnificent and beautiful the physi-
cal appearance of the church, the
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B A Catholic Church A Catholic
church is resplendent with marble, statues,
and relics.

B Two Kinds of Preaching Plain and Simple
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This German woodcut highlights the
differences between Catholic and
Protestant preaching. In Germany,
the Bible, often crudely set in type,
was available by the end of the
fifteenth century. Printing was
partially responsible for making the
Reformation possible.

Protestant ministers
dress simply in a black
gown and their pulpits
are plain; no
ormaments distract the
congregation from the
Word of God.

All Christians saw the
importance of teaching
children. In the
Protestant tradition,
schools were seen as
an invitation to teach
children the truth of
Scripture.
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greater the honor offered to God. Relics were usually kept
in reliquaries, boxes made of silver or gold and sometimes
decorated with jewels. Altars were built of rare marbles,
surrounded by rich brocades, covered by embroidered
white lace altar cloths, and bedecked with silver cande-
Jabra. Above the altars were paintings and sculptures, the
more beautiful the better, because the mean, ugly, and
cheap were considered an insult to God.

In contrast, Protestant churches
reflected a sense of cautious reserve
and unease about material display.
The vast majority of Protestant
churches had once been Catholic.
During the course of the sixteenth
century they were conformed to
Protestant sensibilities by stripping
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Catholic Preaching Catholic
preaching in the years before the
Reformation took place only on
certain days. It was moralistic and
Wwide-ranging, and could therefore
move far from the text of the Bible.
The preacher here is shown without
a Bible before him. Preaching was
not the high point of the service.
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Decoration in Devotion to God The
decorated pulpit and the robes of the Catholic priest
are aspects of the visual nature of Catholic devotion.
The rest of the church would also have been
decorated, and stained-glass windows may have
shown stories from the Bible. Devotion was made
tangible by the prayer beads used by the congregation,
who are not necessarily listening to the sermon.
“Telling the beads" is the practice of saying the
sequence of prayers known as the rosary.

~ For Discussion

B A Calvinist Church Bare walls and clear
glass windows characterized a Calvinist church. At the
head of the congregation is a simple communion table,
a lectern holding the Bible, and a raised pulpit for
preaching.

B Gutenberg Bible Many of the Bibles were
printed in the vernacular rather than Latin.

them of unnecessary vanities. Down
came the statues and paintings, many of
which were destroyed. The rich furnish-
ings of silver and gold reliquaries were
sold to provide alms for the poor. The
walls of the churches were denuded of
decorations. In Holland the walls were
usually whitewashed, creating a visual
impression of stark simplicity. In place
of images, scriptural verses were some-
times painted on the bare walls. Altars
were turned around so that ministers
would face the congregation. The focus
of attention shifted from the altar to the
pulpit from which the minister would
preach the Word of God. The aim of the
architecture in Protestant churches
changed dramatically—from creating
visual impressions that stimulated piety
and honored God to facilitating the
ability of the congregation to hear the
preacher.

To both Catholics and Protestants,
the church was understood as the
house of God. The difference, however,
was in the kind of furnishings and the
kind of behavior God found appropri-
ate in His house.
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