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within camera view but not so easy to
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thetr pump organ
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eled back to Burope to say the trip
was worth i life s i.'lun| here, Four
e 1_.!|'.I.||II:'| fildren are -‘||l||1|__r well,
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all Feamire reradl stores, but now the
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"lITu"I L[afiRy] -;Il-:h:_ atiom to work was

immetiately evident to nineteenth
eentury observers —loreign commen.
tatars aften remarked on it—and a
country intent on -|n:||-:||ug L
--'-l[." recorded it workers, The U.S
renriited labor from abiroad to pawer
I8 |.|||H| industralizanon: LTImaEranea
wer'e -.'Hq-|1:i.|.| {(s] '.|;-L- .|-.'i'|uin'un ul'
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Pretures of immigrants ot work
might amount to chartel records

trom the seventeenth century on,
men had come here as indentored
'.'.lll'JI-.-.'l'l. L Ehl wee |JI1|I.! ih'!!:‘l' i'llll.
than slaves, A daguerrenrype ol a

Fouar e .||:\|J.'|I'|.'I:I'.|I'l.' Ovelsealig &
group ol Chinese miners might be
such a story, told in the camera’s non-
ol -|lu |:r||.|_'|:11..|.|'_~.' fone.

The camera had other tones at s
lli"E"l i ?IJ .Ln-.: TTASTR T |':.:||| nr|:1-r conidi
tons. Manual workers often look
heru |.” conbident — |.||'Il.|l-.l‘_'l'-|L|I]LI'| 1
.;.I'ﬂri at admiranon, In more ostens-
i'll'- |:1.'LIII-'.I.| |II'|.4:':|."~|. |.|.|'i||l'1_'r'\ were
_.;m,-._': I.JE' ACIOHES I|1|‘ E.lll'!l;r" ;l].ll'.t' {4
attaved nogroups. Similar composi-
nons turn up i industaalizing coun-
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large group pictures were records o
a businessman's success: my lactory.
my emplovess, and, on accasion; my
strikebrealiers, Once the rwentieth
entiry arrived, Lewis Hine and later
L’I'I'l:'.’[_::nl!ll'“'l"— ||;'|1_- |{|i"""l:|| I_l_'l"'_" |l||lE
Gordon Parks would speals apecilis
cally to the multeultural composition
|IrI the labar |’_‘||r|||.. the Wilys Lhat !li:'|*,'-_||_--
cul labor compels integration,
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892 and Angel Island in 1910, pri-
mary immigration shifted, now com-
mg prinu ip.‘u'l:. |rnrn '-||l|1|1l'd:'r'|1'l'l't
Europe. The number of arrivals
welled so |||'i::.i.].|i|wu.\|_'l.' that urban
existence radically and samibly
changed, and the camera moved in
|u|l|';--|.l!--l.".-ui|_'. tia record the shift, Al
just the right moment, photography
.'|:Il| rl..".'l'lll.ll.!lll." alf I'|.'!_'|I|||||_il_ |i|,|-:|!.
became capable of documenting the
news for a mass audience with a com-
pelling interest 1o the subject)
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popular among painters and photog-
raphers lor some vears. The painter
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Enpland [ 1852-00], expressed the dif-
[ 1l||_".' aned ||||:|.|.|1{'llu!_'..' al ulll.iill:'__! okt
uf one’s homeland nro the unknown)
Photographs of people on boats and
docks in American harbors were
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to understand momentous change.
Photographs of medical and legal
NEpECTons Al Ellis and "|.|:|I.-_:-e'.| Talandls
carly in the century might have been
for government records (which waould
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or could have been journalistc assign-
ments—it would be worth knowme
if they were published, and in what
context

New immigrants, il visibly different

r'|".|'|I‘F' N Costuine or ||r1|.|r]|'.x1ur|. wers

tinged with an exoncism thar macde for

saleable imares. Genre pletures, com-
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mg and photography, combined rhe
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ing backdrops; women in babushliag

were properly shy and unassuming in
o d
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I'he Chinese obligingly looked dis-
|:||-'=|_~, different. From 1896 to 1906,

Arnold Genthe |.Ii!1u||lﬁ' |'.|.p]n'-|. in San




Thir dovely tredivionad western paviraie
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FHOELS BN -rq'lll_.":ll'f'..r (rp Carimede pRiuEra T
Simg. Thifriy yecrr earlier, ffentivinl poves
THFTH ,m_'.*." rr |':'.i1 ".-lru'.jrr ||'||l.'|.'_'|.lll_:.'l.|."'l'ff: friddr-

efirsir i e,

Frapcsco s Chimatown, cirehally
removing any evidence ol westerner
ar westernization from his frames
|='||--.-.- perures ||:|'-.|'-T1_-1| on, eVl Credl-

pd, difference and separateness, Post-
cards of Chinese in traditional dress
and gundebools 1o MNew York's and
'.cﬁ.L‘.l |.'-|..|_||| IR -l‘| Cl'n]il.“u‘.\'rli .|| LN
tautedd thie lure of Asia w the tourist
on his own home ground: someane
could always Grid a way to malie
money off the Chinese

Thus could immigrants be turned
inta abjects by photographers and
cameras, which dehned them not
merely as € ither but as « ommodities,
with limited cantrol over then [hvies
and none over their images, The Chi-
aese had some control in the begin-
ning T]u.-_'.' hirst came 1;|'|'-.‘ ‘.'|I|IJ:|I.II'il}'
in the Calilhrnia g_~-'§1| rush and staked
out their own claims:’ respectful early
[Hartl MIts, even ||,-:L1|.Jr| Tetypes, eXist
and were -||r'|_r51;|hi_\' commissioned by
the sirvera. Bur by the time Fadweard
Muyhridge, a British immigrant hium-
sell, tool a poture of such a prospecs
tar, he was confident enough of his
superar insider’s position and of a
wiidehy intolerant dudience to caption
his phiotograph “the heathen Chines”

alter a well-known poem by Stephen

rane.

Cienthe was not much more re-
s tful &of the aveds and desires il
his Chinese subjects. Some covered
their faces when they saw him, which
he agsumed wWis & SUpersinous reac-
ton, sohe cley erly « aneedled his
camern. Maxine Hong Kingston says
that, in fact, many were illegal immi-
grints fenrlil of |u'ir'||:l_ idantitied and

.'||,'!h:!|'rl'||

Immigrants just oll the boat
dressed in their VEry !'-'-I'-'l-':‘l1 byest 10
h-.'!u:.'. ol PASIINEG 106PECTIon for the
e |.|I1||. were survey 1l by Augustus
th-|-1|-..||'| wh-- 1".'-'-|'|.,-~-.| a8 -'ll-r]\ .|l||J
mApector af Ellis Island begmning o
1892

amounted to genre '|'|i~'|"||:|'-"1. ritther

Ay
Ay arnateur, he took whiat

likee prortralts ol Amercan Lincdirs at
the tume

The era's curiosity about "exotic
.J.III] L]l'i-Ll.II.i'r_'-llI i |'I.L|ll|l:'1'.-. '-lI.IILI'IIL 1!_':.
F\|:n||r!j;|'41_]||'|-. ||'|.|.|. t"-.'.l_'\;h.*L'i.'l.l armochir
tourism, made “native villages™ at
warlds” fairs highly popular, Phe-
||1|_-:|.—I-|.'|'|i'|'\ |'r_~'|||-||.|r'l..1.':| the nineteenth
Century colomal notion thit ln-i'-||le'
who were ditferent enough were baoth
quaint and inferion Alao, as the cen-
LUy prog I'L"'-'_u'a'l.'l.t. .|.|'|l|1t’|'|[1l'||u;:*l1. Wis
£ ;.Lumr.:-.u| on a scientific basis, as
were nanonal and institutdonal record
L.r':'plﬁ,l::: r|'|r_' LILTIera rlEi’I-l".'l‘I! s maar
J'l_'i!IL' I |-|I:||.|-_] |||!- 'H.'!-_Il'll{'“ Ill\: .il:'lll'll-l[ll!-
||1.|;l:i|_'.l.| '!II'I"-'I‘I:"'--.!tll.II!I |.lru]|~|'!

Hl'll_"l'll'l.ill A pIciures wWere nat
shown |||.l]|t|.-|h|:-.5: 1--1].|_'.' ||'u-_l.- aniel

other 11i- tures :l|l;u'|'i.\ill.'__* foreigners

hawe |1|:|.'uli.'|.|' shine ol ambivalence
Mis marter how particular thie news
comers dress and hair ai rangeients
and, in some cases, race, their “exori-
cism implies the potentinl ol s own
Erasure L HTT |.|J I.H!.l-L‘I aices are nolf ol
COLTRE, 1'|.'.;4||:|5_'..' 1':,u|'ll'.';tt|'-||. .'ni-| l:|11'r*.'
never wis o melting pot. Some immi
BTanes then and now clung ta thew
sEparane |4'.-|||.il:|u|=-l. Lt most Canme
foe o new life, and it was generally
aceepted then that assimilation was a
Prereguisite bar success. [ 'rr:uil.l.uHI'.'
most asvw arnvals shed ther distin-

1_;|.|i.:.51.||u_: Ir1-LI|ri- [t is hard to illl--l'ff-llil'




thie splendid. warrior-like group of

Ethiopians ar Ellis Taland snill eloaked

wod carrvinge ahields hve vears later,
Sometimes o phowgraph caprure

the moiment of franditn, '|I'.1'II!'|I.'r

new subject: children ar Ellis [sland

with American Hags scock in thei

hands: a group of Chinese by s ot
honmit fome Wearing o jental robies,
others western ¢lothing. Sometimes
the |'||ll||rr'll Western wol |l | assert
ituelt, af when contemporary Bud-
dhist monks sit on the Hoor in o

i mient with sl
Hronx Apartment with a T ||J'||||||||

and I.':F.'i 0N Ea ._.--r- Eil'l.'n_-nl F1|'||'|-

: , .
T rapinns [ |\ Up an the Cauntar-

1.||-,-||:| .||.'.'.'.|".- |--n-11-nr now ter
embraced: the presecvation of some
.-|-'r1|-'|1|-1 ..I.I'Il-.! IIIlI.ll.« II|.!|'||' }I-Imf l.}h:
old and the new co-existin the flud
'l.|.|.|.|'|l'l' -.ill.:;ll.| h'. :|'||‘ Camerion ||-|,_.
‘.]|:|.".|||:_-_ presend 1I.i!.'r.'l!|l"l." American
children weas AP S miiral helmeta
'.Inlnll.'n'll"l.ln.l."\. |.I-.Lr'.uJ-.':- |.l.'1I:IIH1|'.l|'i|'|.
featiare nalive Costumes no |1:||'.|:'1'|:
worn much even in the country
'-‘-'|I1' I'ia |.|Il.'lln.' or in__:lll.J.t-:-].

l\“i'l!.:._,!ll.”l.'\. et ."-1|'r1a Major preservie.
tive [Unctions, ens urimg continunes
al beliel, sites, the Faumili |.||.1|__'.|.\;:"L'
af chants, pravers, and stories, the

rl'i-'"ilﬂl samuengss ol I|1II1_§E"LZ ],II'I!H[I'-,'

garments, lcans. aids to worship
Photographs of priests, mtuals, and
congregants emphasize both their
srrangeness and their spiritualicy,
I'“.||||'.1|m::- Wiy viewers that the new
immigrants are God-fearing people,
at feast in theit own wavs,

Depirture, arrival and transition
pretures are with us sull. Departures
bave periadically become news

pgain—al the borders of Rwandi

.|I||| ?f.nin-. ian ||||' ill,".ql_]:II .n! [_.I.._Ill.,l,_
Arrival Pletures, once brimbul af the
furure (at ||.'I.|."I (1] I|1L' |'|1'll|||1' 111
fhem) have now taken on an air ol
despecation, partly because so many
immigrants are or clarm o be
|1.'|:=IM__'I.‘L“.~.

Haitians in Fiy makeshift boats
mod Mexicans runnming across I||,;1'r-
WIHVE Imay reach the other side with:
out being killed, but what waits b
||1|."II'| hvru |:||i.':||| ||-|.‘ ||n|||‘..' i ]Il.l.ll]l.,l_"f
ill. f |.Il_‘|l.|. |.'I!'1'\.'|.U.l. ;uul !1.1'."-'-'.'-'.1.Ll_l.' il.ll.l:-..
detention or deportition. In our
IMmMage-CorscinLs .|I'||| CVI Al #ri, the
POsL arrival protures ol detention
cAmps o |I.HI-,'._.'._'.‘I' I|.|.l'l: 1|'||: propagan-
da stickiness of Japanese American
WOEn h.1.|.r[.lil_'. -|:|l-.|1u||_.: up Aneri
can Hogs in World War 11 intern-
el CHITL 5 ]-ll]n_‘l.. Ehie Imies |r_'|1i_|

to be '-L:“"._'- and IIIHE:I'I and redolent

of empty days
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Thir strea of Hie i

cenpter fur Viernamese people. There are
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D T wl, By PSS, iohen i pho-
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counirg AU dirimilage 1o

reparaiess af their capacicy for ol

mane can o o abwfueeln The change
Jprocess i slow i cugroms, appeisinice,
Eractitiom, decent, and oo R atid
aaps i the fere-and-now. A' prayer rer
ice i the flonr of @ Brosx aparement
et e dRpe—nir nor exaetly Hhe—
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IF arFival and transition |.|jl1|~
r.~|._:|'.'L|1':1=. ware h_i. -prrwri||1|': s of immi-
ETATINM, T ANt Were Ccrucial e
[RRTFR 1||||1,'| s |||,1|'|-11'u:r|'._l,|_I!|,I|_ '-.|I.|r:1,'|_t.'|:
F-n\-'l"._'. .::1-! S0 i.ll. refarm | ."I1I‘ I|||:
wtal reform movemen ._.r;al|'|‘:'-'.li
stréngth in the lager nineteenth centu-
ry Ymertcans weére nol E'm'p.:ll:-! T
see the poor depicted realisrically
trather than charmingly, pioturesgue.

ly¥ and to be concerned about their

phight. Probably the first to think ol
dacumenting immigrant life and
1-\{ru'| il:'r|| [ il:1|r'|'h'|s1|.1'L11 -|l.l] r.gl.‘l 158
was Jacob Riis, an immigrant hime
aell, whil limied the conditivns in
New York tensments |n-;'.r||:i.|'|;_: W
[#87 and encountered immigrants
L"'.'l'!l".‘-'-'hL"I e hie looked. Lewis Hine's
view was more longitudinal and his-
torical; he began photographing at
Ellis Tsland in 1904 at the outset ol

CareEer ol -\.lu'i.|.| CONCeErn r_.l1|,'1' |1|"

tollowed some of the new arrivals
into their jobs and homes in pursui
ol an overall f"i*“‘”'l' ol American life
and labaor,

Around the turn of the century,
|~]L11L-.|5r.np1|nt-r'~ FEor -!i:-..-_i the #ocial
reform movement duly nated efforts
to fssist the new immigronts and
rurn I|!Il.'|'.| 1Nt ;_.fnln'h-!I .'\I!Iil'l'il HiatH leli-
gious institutions mohilized 1o by g
the newcomers into the Lold: volun.

tears handed our Bibles ar Ellis

lsland, Christian socteties founded
o }ILILIIII‘IE|:|"I ..l'lﬂll\ T FeEdia |:'-|| "ill'l.ll | =
girls, organized clisses and arches-
tras, groups and Sunday schools,
Fhe photographie recards o
,'.11-:_'|.I| WL |-i,~_': % .1I:|| Felormers Lo i'.-
ing loreigners how to eare [or thels
|'III|II!!.'\-. --|11':4|l. |".|'5:__'.'|'i'-|'| and learn ather
skills for their new lives clearly were
aot made for the MmN them-
selves, They look rather like news-
wort |1_". ||r'u!1.|.'._:.tr'|-i.| for the socidbies

& ]||1‘\|r_" 5!“!It—-1i}1| ‘-l]l!ll'|;-||:||.' 1-.!l.l
works they advertse, A smartly
dressed New York woman coansels a
i'll"ll’r 1r]i||||}:|\_r|Lr'|: rl|-':-|.EI.I.'J'. ||.|.1| cifizens
who conform in every detl of out-
ward appearance shepherd Rocks of
children or adults who have not vet
learned o (or wished o, or been able
tia) ||r|.|L'_ " A i.u'.'l.l'l.."

Because immigration into this
nation of immigrants has been so
CORITOVEl |I.l|. |||1-n1<1;::'.qr]lu'.l':~ Ho ik~
ing on the newly ar rived have always
been in a delicate position; their
mientians and stanve ||11!.'+'|1. IH.lIi.l_" i
dilfarence in [mMil optnion, For
most of '|h|' ||'|-||'|11E|.."i"|'|'|'i CENLUTY; “'h'.':
photography did not engage in many
polemical erusades, virulent ann-
immigrant feelings were more likely
tiy [ |"'|Z‘||r|"-.\1.'|| .II.'-\.' cartivomiata. W I'll‘!1-
Riis set out to correct hideous living
conditions, he had a stake in pictur-
ing impoverished immigrants as bialel-
E.!" LY [IL".“:hIiJl'L‘. Lt |:|4_':'-,-'.|-_- 1|-ilh' W ELE
predisposed 1o portray the newcoms-
ers gvimpathetically (the popularicy of
lhis pletures of Madonna-lilee mothies
and children and lovely, vulnerable
young women has probably exager-

.Ll.ml I'h-' camman nakion ol |1ll‘~'-




niny women came to Ameciva when
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The vutpouring ol photogtaphs
011t II?|-~ '-l|||.':|'.| ||.I||.1:‘. EIL '|.ir'.|:;_h'|.: !lll.
the most unage-dependent communi-
cations era in history, reflects neris
OIS Jeliates about borders,
grplovment, and wdentity. Encrmous
increases i muerations the waorld ovir

!1 Ve [t l|r1li|1!?!| Lease £vermnr |]r

and evonomie troubles in this counery
fuave always Ted anti-immmgerant senti-

Fent .l.I'IL' [ll!nll og

Flllil'

SR
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trum. Few photographers would
piofess ta byt anti-immigrant, but
."|.|I'li-||'||'.|lt5 |I|1|.Il11'l|ll'|||".|.j|.1|-fll' renchi-
[inns encourage -.-..J:hm!; |.Ii-l.'|l.lj"l.‘l
of wvercrowding, wretchedness,
1.'I||||.‘.III e aome ol Il:u.‘ lHLIE‘.|'.I"r ;1||||[||-
.ux'ql|l-- are meant to elicit concern
though the eve of certain bebolders
will moe read them thar wav, Some are
argunbly images of sucoess — peaple
whio live in good-enough housing,
wenr intact clorhing and are prooably
batter oll than l|:|L'_'. were belore com-
ing to America —but they genecite an
armosphere of sullenness and hosnliey
that amounts ta a threat

Muany of the subjects are still exor-
i, some now willbully so, exalting

thelr ditberence: ."ITL.I.II_I,. ol the images

are apustles ol good will, presenting
|I||.r.‘.|[l||' .|:'||'|'|r||| _|l|'|||:|||' im r.|||'|:|'|..
wnirs, workers, stovers, dreamers, as
i o sy this is the new Americn; this
A ";'.Inul Ell.u & toh be

lmmigrants” public images have
heen lar rely in someone else’s hands,
and For the most part snll are. Jour-

nalistic and documentary pho

tographs are generally taloen by pei-

]1|||_- I.".|1:I MOt ACCeEss [0 1_|||. e

than their subjects have ||||:§.1| CTES.
IS, rescue ol sen, detention are nil
miaments i1I|-||-||._'. recorded For one's
grande hildven, and even peaple in
gentler circumstances are stll
strangers "Ir"-w'«i trom Ihr alatside
with an agenda that mighe not match
thetr davn. Bl ML T te with ionly
a little money can afford & camera.
and they too bave the common, mod-
ern desire 1o recard their Families and
rites al passage. An exhibition ol
their family albums would doubiliss
tell us something these |Jhn|l.lulu|.li|--
|{|r ety

lromically, photography has unwit-
|I.J1'__E|._'.' I.It.l._'i.'L'l.l. i |-l|:'-__:'r.'l L'u|.-: LFL dATEELL

gravan than all its programs of

documenting, commuodibying and

|.|L'.L-]il:ll.{ the cause of the new drrmvals
I "

Ve ac "PI1'.F"'IL'|!'I.L"I{' IE s |:'r.'|[r|.:l'|. £n]

swell the tde of immigrants, Seill

|I.:'|.I'I|I.IL'_'|.'.'|.F.I1|._". aned its dertvative movie

and video Lorms have doubt]es:
pulled people to these shores, In the
|.L'-l -_-:'ul.u:_l,. iJJ1l|lk?|'_.TJ .J.]:ll]?l- fl succesy-
Ful IHTIgrant s mailed back home
probably encouraged athers to follow
But in the twentieth century, ".‘-"'iq.ln_'ll'l,'
distributed American movies, then
IL.'lI."- 151k -LI]lJ. sa:-:”lttl: :'1:|..I..'..'. '.1}:]'1‘4!.5
AUTOAS |.||.l' J_:II.ILIIL' l|!ll|.' il'l:il!_,'t,‘ l.:ll .1!|.|l|l.'l'i-
can economic success and abundant
consumer goods, honing the dissans.
t..u't'il..LH - |.1r. I.J.|I'.'..'.|.I:|E|_'l. :'|1u|ﬂ|.1- l,lll.'l .-]‘IIL'
everywhere, presenting them wich
tmages of an Amenecan candy store of
IIFI'|I|.-I'lI.I.|:|ilir.'..

From the |ll1.'.'i"'\-l |'|.|.'-'-l"- o '|'|r|'l!re--

siomal docrors and lawyery, people in

many lands ook at our photg-gaanys,

feature hlms and commercials, our
saaps and our sitcoms, and see repre.
sentations af better lives than they
capn malce ot home. [mages lodge in
their minds like promises, and thou-
sanils U thousands. instructed by
the comera, pock their belongings,

Eil-—-:w r]'l-.'ll' relianves :‘;l‘ll‘u”'l'h'l' .‘|.I'||!

Cross oCenns, |='H-I1|1.'E':- .III-.I l‘:.n |'|k.il|l':'|
to put themselves into the American

pil fure, 4
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