“Alison Bechdel — she’s one of the best, one to watch out for.” —HARVEY PEKAR
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OLD FATHER, OLD ARTIFICER
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LIKE MANY FATHERS, MINE COULD AS HE LAUNCHED Mg, MY FULL WEIGHT
OCCASIONALLY BE PREVAILED ON FOR ~ WOULD FALL ON THE PIVOT POINT
A SPOT OF “AIRPLANE." BETWEEN HIS FEET AND MY STOMACH.
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IT WAS A DISCOMFORT WELL WORTH THE RARE PHYSICAL CONTACT, AND CERTAINLY
WORTH THE MOMENT OF PERFECT BALANCE WHEN I SOARED ABOVE HIM.

{ IN THE CIRCUS,
ACROBATICS WHERE
ONE PERSON LIES
ON THE FLOOR
BALANCING ANOTHER
ARE CALLED
“ICARIAN GAMES."
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CONSIDERING THE FATE OF ICARUS AFTER HE FLOUTED HIS FATHER'S ADVICE AND FLEW

RELATIONSHIP,
IT WAS NOT
ME BUT MY
FATHER

WHO WAS TO
PLUMMET
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BUT BEFORE HE DID SO, HE MANAGED TO  HIS GREATEST ACHIEVEMENT, ARGUABLY,
GET QUITE A LOT DONE. WAS HIS MONOMANIACAL RESTORATION
OF OUR OLD HOUSE.

THIS RUG IS FILTHY.
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GO GET THE VACUUM : ;“*"“%k
\ AND THEN GET Mg
MY TACK HAMMER. THAT

/ STRIP OF MOLDING IS
| : LOOSE.
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WHEN OTHER CHILDREN CALLED OUR IN FACT, WE WERE UNUSUAL, THOUGH T
HOUSE A MANSION, T WOULD DEMUR, T WOULDN'T APPRECIATE EXACTLY HOW
RESENTED THE IMPLICATION THAT MY UNUSUAL UNTIL MUCH LATER. BUT WE
FAMILY WAS RICH, OR UNUSUAL IN ANY WAY. WERE NOT RICH.
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THE GILT CORNICES, THE MARBLE FIREPLACE, THE CRYSTAL CHANDELIERS, THE SHELVES
OF CALF-BOUND BOOKS--THESE WERE NOT SO MUCH BOUGHT AS PRODUCED FROM
THIN AIR BY MY FATHER'S REMARKABLE LEGERDEMAIN.
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WASH THESE OLD
CURTAINS SO WE CAN PUT
UP THE HAND-EMBROIDERED
LACE ONES T FOUND [N MRS.
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MY FATHER COULD SPIN GARBAGE... ...INTO GOLD,
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HE COULD TRANSFIGURE A ROOM WITH HE COULD CONJURE AN ENTIRE, FINISHED

THE SMALLEST OFFHAND FLOURISH. PERJOD INTERIOR FROM A PAINT CHIP.
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FOR IF MY FATHER WAS ICARUS, HE ...AND WHO ANSWERED NOT TO THE LAWS
WAS ALSO DAEDALUS--THAT SKILLFUL  OF SOCIETY, BUT TO THOSE OF HIS CRAFT.
ARTIFICER, THAT MAD SCIENTIST WHO = 1 :

BUILT THE WINGS FOR HIS SON AND S
DESIGNED THE FAMOUS LABYRINTH...
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IT WAS HIS PASSION. AND T MEAN PASSION IN EVERY SENSE OF THE WORD.
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OUR GOTHIC REVIVAL HOUSE HAD
BEEN BUILT DURING THE SMALL
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PENNSYLVANIA TOWN'S ONE BRIEF
MOMENT OF WEALTH, FROM THE
LUMBER INDUSTRY, IN 1867.
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BUT LOCAL FORTUNES HAD DECLINED
STEADILY FROM THAT POINT, AND WHEN
MY PARENTS BOUGHT THE PLACE IN 1962,
IT WAS A SHELL OF ITS FORMER SELF.
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THE SHUTTERS AND SCROLLWORK WERE
GONE. THE CLAPBOARDS HAD BEEN
SHEATHED WITH SCABROUS SHINGLES.
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THE BARE LIGHTBULBS REVEALED DINGY  ALL THAT WAS LEFT OF THE HOUSE'S
WARTIME WALLPAPER AND WOODWORK LUMBER-ERA GLORY WERE THE
PAINTED PASTEL GREEN. EXUBERANT FRONT PORCH SUPPORTS.
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BUT OVER THE NEXT EIGHTEEN YEARS, MY FATHER WOULD RESTORE THE HOUSE TO
ITS ORIGINAL CONDITION, AND THEN SOME.
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HE WOULD CULTIVATE THE BARREN YARD... ...INTO A LUSH, FLOWERING LANDSCAPE.
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HE WOULD MANIPULATE FLAGSTONES ...AND THE THINNEST, QUIVERING LAYERS
THAT WEIGHED HALF A TON... OF GOLD LEAF.
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BUT IN THE MOVIE WHEN JIMMY
STEWART COMES HOME ONE NIGHT
AND STARTS YELLING AT EVERYONE...

A

TOMMY, STOP THAT! JANIE,
HAVEN'T YOU LEARNED
THAT SILLY TUNE YET?
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HOLD IT
STRAJGHT.

@J\I\‘

N7
D4 THE NEEDLES

...[T'S OUT OF THE ORDPINARY.

GODDAMN
m i
YOU PLAY IT OVER

AND OVER--NOW
STOP IT! STOP IT?
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DAEDALUS, TOO, WAS INDIFFERENT TO
THE HUMAN COST OF HIS PROJECTS.
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HE BLITHELY BETRAYED THE KING, FOR EXAMPLE, WHEN THE QUEEN ASKED HIM TO
BUILD HER A COW DISGUISE SO SHE COULD SEDUCE THE WHITE BULL.
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GEORGE, WHY
MUST YOU TORTURE
THE CHILDREN?

Uh-
CLINK!
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INDEED, THE RESULT OF THAT SCHEME--A  HE HID THE MINOTAUR IN THE LABYRINTH--
HALF-BULL, HALF-MAN MONSTER--INSPIRED A MAZE OF PASSAGES AND ROOMS OPEN-

DAEDALUS'S GREATEST CREATION YET. ING ENDLESSLY INTQ ONE ANOTHER...
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...AND FROM WHICH, AS STRAY YOUTHS AND  ...ESCAPE WAS IMPOSSIBLE.
MAIDENS DISCOVERED TO THEIR PERIL...
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THEN THERE ARE THOSE FAMOUS WINGS. OR JUST DISAPPOINTED BY THE DESIGN

WAS DAEDALUS REALLY STRICKEN WITH
GRIEF WHEN ICARUS FELL INTO THE SEA?
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SOMETIMES, WHEN THINGS WERE GOING
WELL, T THINK MY FATHER ACTUALLY
ENJOYED HAVING A FAMILY.

OR AT LEAST, THE AR OF N
7| AUTHENTICITY We LENTTO I
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IN THEORY, HIS ARRANGEMENT WITH MY
MOTHER WAS MORE COOPERATIVE.
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WHAT DO YoU
QM THINK OF THIS Gas

AND OF COURSE, MY BROTHERS AND T
WERE FREE LABOR. DAD CONSIDERED US
EXTENSIONS OF HIS OWN BODY, LIKE
PRECISION ROBOT ARMS.

IN THIS REGARD, IT WAS LIKE
BEING RAISED NOT BY JIMMY
BUT BY MARTHA STEWAKRT.
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IN PRACTICE, IT WAS NOT.




WE EACH RESISTED IN OUR OWN WAYS, BUT IN THE END WE WERE EQUALLY
POWERLESS BEFORE MY FA'I'I-IER’S CURATORIAL ONSLAUGHT.
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WHOREHOUSE.

MY BROTHERS AND T COULDN'T COMPETE WITH THE ASTRAL LAMPS AND GIRANDOLES
AND HEPPLEWHITE SUITE CHAIRS THEY WERE PERF'ECT
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AWAY FROM

ALISON, CO
HELP ME HANG THIS
MIRROR IN YOUR
ROOM,

T GREW TO RESENT THE WAY MY FATHER MY OWN DECIDED PREFERENCE FOR THE
TREATED HIS FURNITURE LIKE CHILDREN, UNADORNED AND PURELY FUNCTIONAL

AND HIS CHILDREN LIKE FURNITURE. EMERGED EARLY.
HOLD IT
& @ WHEN T GROW UP
HIGHER. DONT ), | MY HOUSE IS GOING TO
: i . BE ALL METAL, LIKE A

T HATE
| \THIS ROOM. /gé\
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I WAS SPARTAN TO MY FATHER'S ATHENIAN. MODERN TO HIS VICTORIAN.
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BUTCH TO HIS NELLY.

WHO CARES IF
THE NECKLINES DON'T POINT OF MAKING

SOMETHING THAT'S SO




T DEVELOPED A CONTEMPT FOR USE- IF ANYTHING, THEY OBSCURED FUNCTION.
LESS ORNAMENT. WHAT FUNCTION WAS  THEY WERE EMBELLISHMENTS IN THE
SERVED BY THE SCROLLS, TASSELS, AND  WORST SENSE.

BRIC-A-BRAC THAT INFESTED OUR HOUSE?
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MY FATHER BEGAN TO SEEM MORALLY
SUSPECT TO ME LONG BEFORE I KNEW
THAT HE ACTUALLY HAD A DARK SECRET.
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HE USED HIS SKILLFUL ARTIFICE NOT TO MAKE THINGS, BUT TO MAKE THINGS APPEAR
TO BE WHAT THEY WERE NOT.
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HE APPEARED TO BE AN [DEAL HUSBAND AND FATHER, FOR EXAMPLE.
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Da, ﬁ m ! I i 'l
U BUT WOULD AN DEAL HUSBAND AND
| FATHER HAVE SEX WITH TEENAGE BOYS?
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IT'S TEMPTING TO SUGGEST, IN RETRO- THAT OUR HOUSE WAS NOT A REAL HOME

SPECT, THAT OUR FAMILY WAS A SHAM. AT ALL BUT THE SIMULACRUM OF ONE, A
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STILL, SOMETHING VITAL WAS MISSING.

AN ELASTICITY, A MARGIN FOR ERROR.
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HOW DID THIS
WELL? VASE GET SO CLOSE
TO THE EDGE OF
THE TABLE?
! — \
D B
o
MY BROTHER
» e { | CHRISTIAN, AGE 3 \
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ACCEPT THAT THEY'RE NOT PERFECT.
BUT I DION'T ——
DO ANYTHING! =
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BUT AN IDLE REMARK ABOUT MY FATHER'S
TIE OVER BREAKFAST COULD SEND HIM
INTO A TAILSPIN.
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=1 MY MOTHER ESTABLISHED A RULE.
DON'T e
CHANGE [T? - /. NO COMMENTS ON
THAT UNDERSTOOD? GOOD?
: 5“\\(3 GOOD, BAD, m
: 4 DOESN'T MATTER.
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IF WE COULDN'T CRITICIZE MY FATHER, SHOWING AFFECTION FOR HIM WAS AN EVEN
DICIER VENTURE.

WE WERE NOT A PHYSICALLY
EXPRESSIVE FAMILY, TO SAY

THE LEAST. BUT ONCE TWAS |
UNACCOUNTABLY MOVED TO
KISS MY FATHER GOOD NIGHT.
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HAVING LITTLE PRACTICE WITH THE GES-  ...AS IF HE WERE A BISHOP OR AN
TURE, ALL. T MANAGED WAS TO GRAB HIS ELEGANT LADY, BEFORE RUSHING FROM
HAND AND BUSS THE KNUCKLES LIGHTLY... THE ROOM IN EMBARRASSMENT.




THIS EMBARRASSMENT ON MY PART WAS A HIS SHAME INHABITED OUR HOUSE AS
TINY SCALE MODEL OF MY FATHER'S MORE PERVASIVELY AND INVISIBLY AS THE
FULLY DEVELOPED SELF-LOATHING. AROMATIC MUSK OF AGING MAHOGANY.
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IN FACT, THE METICULOUS, PERIOD MIRRORS, DISTRACTING BRONZES,
INTERIORS WERE EXPRESSLY DESIGNED MULTIPLE DOORWAYS. VISITORS OFTEN
TO CONCEAL IT. GOT LOST UPSTAIRS.

s/ Graclous, T
M ALMOST WALKED
R\ RIGHT INTO THIS!
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MY MOTHER, MY BROTHERS, AND I KNEW OUR WAY AROUND WELL ENOUGH, BUT IT
WAS IMPOSSIBLE TO TELL IF THE MINOTAUR LAY BEYOND THE NEXT CORNER.
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AND THE CONSTANT TENSION WAS HEIGHT-
ENED BY THE FACT THAT SOME ENCOUN- DESCENT AS HIS TANTRUMS WERE DARK.
TERS COULD BE QUITE PLEASANT.

/.. AND AT EACH PULL a

THE ELEPHANT'S CHILD'S
NOSE GREW LONGER
AND LLONGER.

$  .WONTYou
BE MY PONY GIRL?
MARRY Mg, CARRY Mg,
FAR ACROSS THE




ALTHOUGH I'M GOOD AT ENUMERATING T EXPECT THIS IS PARTLY BECAUSE HE'S
MY FATHER'S FLAWS, IT'S HARD FOR ME  DEAD, AND PARTLY BECAUSE THE BAR IS
TO SUSTAIN MUCH ANGER AT HIM. LOWER FOR FATHERS THAN FOR MOTHERS.

MY MOTHER MUST HAVE BATHED Mg HUNDREDS OF TIMES. BUT IT'S MY FATHER
RINSING ME OFF WITH THE PURPLE METAL CUP THAT T REMEMBER MOST CLEARLY.
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WATER SLUICED OVER ME... |

...THE SUDDEN, UNBEARABLE COLD OF ITS  WAS HE A GOOD FATHER? T WANT TO sAY,
ABSENCE. "AT LEAST HE STUCK AROUND." BUT OF
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IT'S TRUE THAT HE DIDN'T KILL HIMSELF BUT HIS ABSENCE RESONATED RETRO-
UNTIL T WAS NEARLY TWENTY. ACTIVELY, ECHOING 3ACK THROUGH ALL
ARV AW \rﬂ\‘l"l\W' THE TIME T KNEW HIM,
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HE REALLY WAS THERE ALL THOSE YEARS,
A FLESH-AND-BLOOD PRESENCE STEAMING [..—
OFF THE WALLPAPER, DIGGING UP THE
DOGWOODS, POLISHING THE FINIALS...
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+.SMELLING OF SAWDUST AND SWEAT BUT T ACHED AS IF HE WERE ALREADY
AND DESIGNER COLOGNE.
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