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undesirable parts remains to be seen. A singular feature is the fact that, with the exception
of certain lines of rough labor, this exodus of working people has not seriously affected the
labor market. This perhaps is to be expected so long as prosperity reigns.’’


(Source: ‘‘The Rush to America,’’ New York Times, May 4, 1902, 6)


Document 2: Immigration Act of 1882


Significance: A reaction to the beginnings of mass immigration.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in


Congress assembled that there shall be levied, collected and paid a duty of fifty cents for each
and every passenger not a citizen of the United States who shall come by steam or sail vessel
from a foreign port to any port within the United States. The said duty shall be paid to the
collector of customs of the port to which such passenger shall come, or if there be no collec-
tor at such port, then to the collector of customs nearest thereto, by the master, owner,
agent, or consignee of every such vessel, within twenty-four hours after the entry thereof into
such port. The money thus collected shall be paid into the United States Treasury, and shall
constitute a fund to be called the immigrant fund, and shall be used, under the direction of
the Secretary of the Treasury, to defray the expense of regulating immigration under this act,
and for the care of immigrants arriving in the United States, for the relief of such as are in
distress, and for the general purposes and expenses of carrying this act into effect. The duty
imposed by this section shall be a lien upon the vessels which shall bring such passengers
into the United States, and shall be a debt in favor of the United States against the owner
or owners by any legal or equitable remedy. Provided, that no greater sum shall be expected
for the purposes hereinbefore mentioned, at any port, than shall have been collected as such
port.


Sec. 2. That the Secretary of the Treasury is hereby charged with the duty of executing
the provisions of this act and with the supervision over the business of immigration to the
United States, and for that purpose he shall have the power to enter into contracts with such
State commission, board, or officers as may be designated for that purpose by the governor of
any State to take charge of the local affairs of immigration in the ports within said State,
and to provide for the support and relief of such immigrants therein landing as may fall into
distress or need public aid, under the rules and regulations to be prescribed by said Secretary;
and it shall be the duty of such State commission, board, or officers so designated to examine
into the condition of passengers arriving at the ports within such State in any ship or vessel,
and for that purpose all or any of such commissioners or officers, or such other person or per-
sons as they shall appoint, shall be authorized to go on board of and through any such ship
or vessel; and if on such examination there shall be found among such passengers any con-
vict, lunatic, idiot, or any person unable to take care of himself or herself without becoming
a public charge, they shall report the same in writing to the collector of such port, and such
persons shall not be permitted to land.


Sec. 3. That the Secretary of the Treasury shall establish such regulations and rules and
issue from time to time such instructions not inconsistent with law as he shall deem best cal-
culated to protect the United States and immigrants into the United States from fraud and
loss, and for carrying out the provisions of this act and the immigration laws of the United
States; and he shall prescribe all forms of bonds, entries, and other papers to be used under
and in the enforcement of the various provisions of this act.


Sec. 4. That all foreign convicts except those convicted of political offenses, upon arrival,
shall be sent back to the nations to which they belong and from whence they came. The
Secretary of the Treasury may designate the State board of charities of any State in which
such board shall exist by law, or any commission in any State, or any person or persons in
any State whose duty it shall be to execute the provisions of this section without compensa-
tion. The Secretary of the Treasury shall prescribe regulations for the return of the aforesaid
persons to the countries from whence they came, and shall furnish instructions to the board,
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