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UNIT VII STUDY GUIDE 


Migration and War 


Learning Objectives 
 
Upon completion of this unit, students should be able to: 
 


1. Explain the impact rapid urbanization had on the nation. 
2. Address the rise of immigration from the 1820s to 1850s and identify the 


causes, characteristics, and effects of these instances of mass 
immigration. 


3. Define the idea of “Utopia” and how it contributed to the philosophy of 
cultural groups during this time period. 


4. Explain the origins, objectives, and consequences of reform movements 
during the era and note not only the social consequences but the 
political consequences as well. 


5. Identify the frontier lands of the period, the advances Americans made 
into them and the impact their settlement had on America – especially 
slavery and the resulting sectionalism. 


6. Identify the political parties of the time period and compare and contrast 
their positions on the issues of the day. 


7. State the causes, key elements, and results of the Mexican-American 
War. 


 
 


Written Lecture 
 
Unit VII is composed of Chapters 13 and 14. This unit addresses some of the 
major issues that began to rock America to its core. Expansion composed an 
ever increasing element of American ideology and many Americans began to 
note the inconsistencies of liberty and prosperity within the nation and sought to 
establish various reforms. 
 
Chapter 13 addresses a growing realization for reform. From these ideas a new 
push for the rights of women, slavery, prisoners, the mentally ill, and immigrants 
all emerged. Though many of the issues that were considered necessary for 
reform were in the South, many of the major issues found their first chance of 
reform in the North. 
 
Chapter 14 discusses the expansion into the Western territories and how it 
highlighted many key reasons for the Civil War. The roles of foreign relations 
affected America as conflict over territory led to violence and bloodshed with 
Mexico and Britain. New major territories like Oregon, California, and Texas took 
center stage with the American population, and the constant debates over “free 
state” or “slave state” continued to incite debate and argument. The gold rush 
assured the fate of California, but the constant controversies caused a lack of 
understanding between the growing hostilities in the North and South. 
 
This unit evaluates the evolving American character. Americans began to 
change society to create a more perfect union. However, the old theme of 
expansion continued to drive the American spirit. Expansion would involve the 


Reading 
Assignment 
 
Chapter 13: 
Meeting the Challenges 
of the New Age, 1820s - 
1850s 
 
Chapter 14: 
The Territorial Expansion 
of the United States, 
1830s -1850s 
 
 


Supplemental 
Reading 
 
Instructions are below 
Written Lecture 
 
 


Learning Activities 
(Non Graded) 
 
Instructions are below 
Written Lecture 
 
 


Key Terms 
 
1. Alamo 
2. American Colonization 


Society 
3. American Society for 


the Promotion of 
Temperance 


4. California 
5. Californios  
6. Declaration of 


Sentiments 
7. Empresarios 
8. Enclave 
9. Female Moral Reform 


Society 
10. Liberty Party 
11. Manifest destiny 
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nation in international conflicts and bring the issue of slavery to the forefront of 
American politics once again. Increasingly, it became clear that compromise 
could not continue to settle the volatile issue. 
 
 


Supplemental Reading 
 
From American History I: Primary Source Documents: 
 


11-1: Lyman Beecher, Six Sermons on Intemperance (1828) 
11-2: Temperance and the Washingtonians (1836) 
11-5: Declaration of Sentiments and Resolutions, Woman’s Rights 
Convention, Seneca Falls, New York (1848) 
11-6: Horace Mann on Education and National Welfare 
11-7: Sojourner Truth, Address to the Woman’s Rights Convention, Akron, 
Ohio (1851) 
12-1: John L. O’Sullivan, “The Great Nation of Futurity” (1845) 
14-1: William Lloyd Garrison, from The Liberator (1831) 
14-2: Harriet Beecher Stowe, from Uncle Tom’s Cabin (1852) 
14-3: Frederick Douglass, Independence Day Speech (1852) 
 
 


Learning Activities (Non Graded) 
 
Read the Primary Source Documents listed in the Supplemental Reading, and 
respond to the focus questions located after each document. 
 
For a review of the Key Terms of the unit, click here to access the interactive 
Unit I Flashcards in PowerPoint form. (Click here to access a PDF version.) 
 


12. Mexican-American 
War 


13. Mormonism 
14. Oregon Trail 
15. Popular sovereignty 
16. Sabbatarianism 
17. Santa Fe Trail 
18. Seneca Falls 


Convention 
19. Shakers 
20. Tammany Society 
21. Tejanos 
22. Temperance 
23. Wilmot Proviso 
 


 




http://online.columbiasouthern.edu/CSU_Content/courses/General_Studies/HY/HY1110/12J/UnitVII_LearningActivities.pps



http://online.columbiasouthern.edu/CSU_Content/courses/General_Studies/HY/HY1110/12J/UnitVII_LearningActivities.pdf
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