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Chapter I Introduction 
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ann', in Der Typ Sokrates. 


11. Hans Kramer, Integrative Ethik (Frankfurt am Main, 1992). 
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13. Forum ftir Philosophie Bad Homburg (eds), Zerstorung des moralischen 
Selbstbewusstseins: Chance oder Gefiihrdung? (Frankfurt am Main, 1988), 
p. 16. 


14. Ibid., p. 105 (trans. E.J.). 








168 Notes to pp. 7-36 


15. Ibid., p. 103 (trans. E.J.). 
16. Ernst Tugendhat, ibid., p. 350. 
17. Ibid., p. 156 (trans. E.J.). 
18. It was initiated by Alasdair MacIntyre's book After Virtue (Notre 
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that a German television presenter, Ulrich Wickert, has been able to 
put a 'book of virtues' (Das Buch der Tugenden, Hamburg, 1995) on the 
market. 
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Georg Gadamer, 1st Ethik lehrbar? Vortrag 1995 (Heidelberg, 1995). 


20. Sophocles, Antigone, 332ff. (2nd chorus). 
21. Cf. Ruthard Stablein, Hoflichkeit. Tugend oder schOner Schein (Biihl


Moos, 1993). 
22. Norbert Elias, The Civilizing Process, trans. Edmund Jephcott (Oxford, 


and Cambridge, MA, 1994). 
23. Richard Rorty's revalorization of this form of solidarity is noteworthy: 


Contingency, Irony, and Solidarity (Cambridge, 1989). 
24. Hans Kramer, Integrative Ethik (Frankfurt am Main, 1992), p. 280. 
25. Carol Gilligan, In A Different Voice: Psychological Theory and Women's 


Development (Cambridge, MA, and London, 1982). 


Chapter 2 The Context of Moral Living and Argumentation 


1. Immanuel Kant, The Conflict of the Faculties, trans. Mary J. Gregor 
(Lincoln, NB, and London, 1992), section 2. 


2. Max Weber, The Protestant Ethic and the Spirit of Capitalism, trans. 
Talcott Parsons (London, 1985). 


3. Immanuel Kant, 'An Answer to the Question: What is Enlighten
ment?', in James Schmidt (ed.), What is Enlightenment? Eighteenth
Century Answers and Twentieth-Centurtj Questions, trans. James Schmidt 
(Berkeley, CA, and London, 1996), pp. 58-64. 


4. Jiirgen Habermas, 'Technology and Science as "Ideology"', in J. 
Habermas, Towards a Rational Society, trans. J. Shapiro (Cambridge, 
1987). 


5. Robert K. Merton, On Social Structure and Science (Chicago and Lon
don, 1996). 


6. Stephen Box and Stephen Cotgrove, 'Scientific identity, occupational 
selections and role strain', British Journal of SociologJj 17 (1966), 
pp. 20-8. 


7. Gerhard Schweppenhauser, Ethik nach Auschwitz. Adornos negative 
Moralphilosophie (Hamburg, 1993). 


8. Theodor W. Adorno, Notes to Literature, trans. Shierry Weber Nichol
sen (New York, 1991-2). 


9. Adorno, Negative Dialectics, trans. E. B. Ashton (London, 1990). 
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11. On the Jenninger case see Armin Laschet and Heinz Malangre (eds), 
Philipp Jenninger. Rede lind Reaktion (Aachen, 1989). 


12. Dorte von Westernhagen, Die Kinder der Titter. Das Dritte Reich lind die 
Generation danach (Munich, 1987). 


13. Norbert Elias, The Loneliness of the Dying, trans. Edmund Jephcott 
(Oxford, 1985). 


14. Cf. Hermann Diels, Ancilla to the Pre-Socratic Philosophers. A Complete 
Translation of the Fragments in Diels's 'Fragmente der Vorsokratiker', trans. 
Kathleen Freeman (Oxford, 1948), p. 147. 


15. Translated from Ruth Kluger, Weiler leben. Eine Jugend (Munich, 1995), 
p. 34. 


16. Ka-Tzetnik 135633, Shivitti - Eine Vision (Munich, 1992), p. 84. 
17. Louis Begley, Wartime Lies (London, 1992). 
18. Cf. Victor Klemperer, I Shall Bear Witness. The Diaries of Victor 


Klemperer 1942-1945, abridged and trans. Martin Chalmers (London, 
1998). 


19. Ka-Tzetnik, 135633, Shivitti, p. 69 (trans. E.J.). 
20. Hannah Arendt, Eichmann in Jerusalem. A Report on the Banality of Evil 


(Harmondsworth, 1979). 
21. Ibid., p. 276. 
22. Ibid., pp. 25-6. 
23. Stanley Milgram, Obedience to Authority. An Experimental View (Lon-


don, 1997). 
24. Ibid., p. 6. 
25. Ibid., pp. 20-1. 
26. Ibid., p. 23. 
27. Compare Jean-Paul Sartre's account of physical love as an interplay 


of sadism and masochism, in Being and Nothingness, trans. Hazel E. 
Barnes (London, 1957). 


28. Sigmund Freud, Thoughts for the Times on War and Death, in The 
Standard Edition of the Complete Psychological Works of Sigmund Freud, 
trans. under the general editorship of James Strachey, vol. XIV (Lon
don, 1957), pp. 275-300. Sigmund Freud, Civilisation and Its Discon
tents, in ibid, vol. XXI (1961), pp. 64-145. 


29. Quoted from Walther Hofer (ed.), Der Nationalsozialismlls. Dokumente 
1933-1945, (Frankfurt am Main, 1957), p. 114. 


30. Cf. Hannah Arendt, Eichmann in Jerllsalem. 
31. Max Scheler, Der Formalismus in der Ethik und die materiale Wertethik. 


Neller Versueh der Grundlegung eines ethischen Personalism us (Munich, 
1966); Nicolai Hartmann, Ethik (Berlin, 1926). 


32. Konrad Lorenz, On Aggression, trans. Marjorie Latzke (London, 1996). 
33. Ibid., ch. 13, 'Ecce homo'. 
34. Claude Levi-Strauss, Totemism, trans. Rodney Needham (Harmonds


worth, 1973); 'Totem and caste', in The Savage Mind (London, 1974). 
35. Sigmund Freud, Totem and Taboo (London, 1983). 
36. On Bataille's theory of prohibition and transgression, see Rita Bischof, 
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Souveranitiit und Subversion. Georges Batailles Theorie der Moderne 
(Munich, 1984). 


37. Hans Kramer, Integrative Ethik (Frankfurt am Main, 1992), p. 280. 
38. Hauke Brunkhorst, 'Wider den Tugendboom. Recht und Moral 


stUtzen sich nur, wenn man sie trennt', in Frankfurter Rundschau, 25 
November 1995. Brunkhorst's use of the phrase 'solidarity towards 
friends' is probably directed critically against Richard Rorty, Contin
gency, Irony, and Solidarity. 


39. The term was coined by Jiirgen Habermas. For a more detailed 
analysis of the project of modernity in terms of four dimensions 
(nature, science, humanity, society), see Gernot Bohme, Einftihrung in 
die Philosophie. Weltweisheit, Lebensform, Wissenschaft (Frankfurt am 
Main, 1994; 2nd edn 1997). 


40. The tenth commandment. The seventh and eighth commandments 
also relate to property. 


41. Jiirgen Habermas, The Philosophical Discourse of Modernity. Twelve 
Lectures, trans. Frederick Lawrence (Cambridge, 1987). 


42. Universal Declaration of Human Rights of 11 December 1948. 
43. Konvention zum Schutze der Menschenrechte und GrundJreiheiten. Vom 4. 


November 1950; translated from Grundgesetz (Munich, 1994). 
44. Ibid. 
45. Basic Law, Art. 1, clause 2. 
46. Especially if the additional protocols are added. These are also printed 


in Grundgesetz. 
47. Extract in Wolfgang Heidelmeyer, Die Menschenrechte (Paderborn, 


1972) (trans. E.J.). 
48. Karl-Otto Apel, Towards a Transformation of Philosophy, trans. Glyn 


Adey and David Frisby (London, 1980). 
49. Jiirgen Habermas, Between Facts and Norms. Contributions to a Discourse 


Theon) of Law and Democracy, trans. William Rehg (Cambridge, 1996). 
50. On this problem, see e.g. Karl F. Bertram, Das Widerstandsrecht des 


Grundgesetzes, (Berlin, 1970). 
51. Ernst Tugendhat seeks to legitimize the state on the basis of social 


human rights, seeing it as necessary to their observance. Tugendhat, 
Vorlesungen tiber Ethik (Frankfurt am Main, 1993), p. 350. 


52. It was somewhat different in the 'New World', where the state was 
not automatically presupposed as existing (Otto Vossler, 'Studien zur 
Erklarung der Menschenrechte', Historische Zeitschrift 142 (1930), 
pp. 515-45, esp. p. 529). See also the Bill of Rights of Virginia of 12 June 
1776. 


53. 6. Zusatzprotokoll zur Konvention der Menschenrechte und Grundfreiheiten, 
Art. 2. See Grundgesetz, p. 99. 


54. Martha Nussbaum and Amartya Sen (eds), The Quality of Life (Oxford, 
1993). 
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1. In connection with what follows, d. my article, 'Humanity and 
resistance', Thesis Eleven 28 (1991), pp. 70-85. 


2. Ernst Tugendhat, Vorlesungen uber Ethik (Frankfurt am Main, 1993), 
p. 336. 


3. Ruth KlUger, Weiter leben. Eine Iugend (Munich, 1995), pp. 133ff. 
4. Mark Twain, Adventures of Huckleberrtj Finn (New York and London, 


1999). 
5. Rita Bischof, Souveriinitat und Subversion. Georges Batailles Theorie der 


Moderne (Munich, 1984). 
6. Martin Heidegger, Being and Time, trans. John Macquarrie and 


Edward Robinson (Oxford, 1967), p. 330. 
7. Ibid. 
8. German: gelingendes Leben - a standard term for the goal of ethics. 
9. Cf. the well-known book by Paul Watzlawick, The Situation Is Hopeless, 


But Not Serious: The Pursuit of Unhappiness (New York and London, 
1983). 


10. On the interpretation of the Hippias Minor, see my book Der Typ 
Sokrates (Frankfurt am Main, 1988). 


11. Plato, Protagoras and Meno, trans. W. K. C. Guthrie (Harmondsworth, 
1977), p. 88. 


12. Albert Camus, The Rebel, trans. Anthony Bower (Harmondsworth, 
1990). 


13. Gottfried Benn, Der Ptolomiier, in Gesammelte Werke, vol. 2, ed. Dieter 
Wellershoff (Wiesbaden, 1959), p. 232 (trans. E.J.). 


14. Gernot Bohme, 'Leibsein als Aufgabe', in Klaus Michael Meyer-Abich 
and Wolfgang Krohn (eds), Festschrift fUr Carl Friedrich Freiherr von 
Weizsiicker zum 80. Geburtstag (Munich, 1996). 


15. Emmanuel Levinas, Ethics and Alterity, trans. Richard A. Cohen (Pitts
burgh, 1985), p. 69. 


16. Karl Marx, Economic and Philosophic Manuscripts of 1844 (Moscow, 
1967), pp. 40££. 


17. Cypora Gutnic, 'Frauen in Auschwitz. Gespriich mit Pierre Michel 
Klein', in Ruthard Stiiblein (ed.), Mut. Wiederentdeckung einer person
lichen Kategorie (Darmstadt, 1993), p. 266. 


18. Gernot Bohme, 'Lebensgestalt und Zeitgeschichte', BIOS. Zeitschrift 
fUr Biographieforschung und Oral History (1990), pp. 135-51. 


19. Immanuel Kant: 'For the empirical consciousness . . .  is by itself 
dispersed and without relation to the identity of the subject.' Critique 
of Pure Reason, trans. Paul Guyer and Allen W. Wood (Cambridge, 
1997), p. 247 (B133). 


20. Johan Huizinga, Homo Ludens: A Study of the Play Element in Culture, 
trans. R. F. C Hull (London, 1971). 


21. Ibid., p. 26. 
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22. Ibid. 
23. Ibid., p. 28. 
24. Friedrich Schiller, On the Aesthetic Education of Man. In a Series of 


Letters, trans. Reginald Schnell (Bristol, 1994). 
25. Schiller, On the Aesthetic Education of Man, p. 600. 
26. S0ren Kierkegaard, Either/Or, trans. H. V. and E. H. Hong (Princeton, 


1987). 
27. S0ren Kierkegaard, The Concept of Dread, trans. Walter Lowrie (Prince


ton, 1957), pp. 123 ff. 
28. For a closer analysis see Chapter III, 3, 'Existenzphilosophie' in my 


introduction to philosophy EinfUhrung in die Philosophie. Weltweisheit, 
Lebensform, Wissenschaft (Frankfurt am Main, 1997). 


29. The point at issue is being-human-well. Both expressions have their 
drawbacks: 'how well one is human' seems to presuppose a human 
essence; 'what kind of a person one is' seems to refer to qualities or 
predicates. In reality, what one is develops out of how one is. 


30. Hans Jonas, The Imperative of Responsibility: In Search of an Ethics for the 
Technological Age, trans. H. Jonas and D. Herr (Chicago and London, 
1984). 


31. The Holy Bible (Authorized King James Version). 


Chapter 4 Moral Argumentation 


1. Garrett Hardin and John Baden (eds), Managing the Commons (San 
Francisco, 1977). 


2. Immanuel Kant, Critique of the Power of Judgement, trans. Paul Guyer 
and Eric Matthews (Cambridge, 2000), §42. 


3. Albert Schweitzer, The Teaching of Reverence for Life (London, 1966). 
4. On the beginnings of animal protection legislation see Peter Singer, 


Animal Liberation. A New Ethics for Our Treatment of Animals (New 
York, 1975), pp. 212ff. 


5. Klaus M. Meyer-Abich, 'Frieden mit den Tieren. Ein neues Verhaltnis 
zu unseren naturgeschichtlichen Verwandten', in Klaus Franke (ed.), 
Mehr Recht fUr Tiere (Reinbek, 1985), pp. 7-22. 


6. Heinrich Bollinger, G. Brockhaus, Joachim Hohl and H. Schwaiger, 
Medizinerwelten. Die Deformation des Arztes als berufliche Qualification 
(Munich, 1981). 


7. Tierschutzgesetz of 18 August 1986 (BGBl I, p. 1319), modified by 
Article I of the law of 20 June 1990 (BGBl I, p. 1762). 


8. Eisenhardt von Loeper, 'Bewahrung der Schopfung und Achtung der 
Mitgeschopflichkeit als Staatsziel - ein Pladoyer', in Manuel Schneider 
and Andreas Karrer (eds), Die Natur ins Recht setzen. Ansiitze fUr eine 
Gemeinschaft allen Lebells (Karlsruhe, 1992), p. 247 n. 


9. Ulrike Dahlke, 'Der theologische Hintergrund des Begriffs "Mitge
schopf" in §1 TierSchG', in Thema: 'Tierschutzethik': Tagung der 
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Fachgruppe 'Tierschutzrecht und gerichtliche Veterintirmedizin (Stuttgart
Hohenheim, 1993). 


10. Paul W. Taylor, Respect for Nature. A Theon) of Environmental Ethics 
(Princeton, 1986). 


11. Cf. Meyer-Abich, 'Frieden mit den Tieren', n. 5. 
12. See my critique of Ursula Wolf's book Das Tier in der Moral (Frankfurt 


am Main, 1990), in Merkur 505 (1991), pp. 344-7. 
13. Hans Jonas, The Imperative of Responsibility: In Search of an Ethics for the 


Technological Age, trans. H. Jonas and D. Herr (Chicago and London, 
1984). 


14. Regarding these historical conditions of the conception of humanity, 
see my book Anthropologie in pragmatischer Hinsicht (Frankfurt am 
Main, 1994). 


15. Dieter Birnbacher, 'Sind wir fUr die Natur verantwortlich?', in D. 
Birnbacher (ed.), Ok%gie und Ethik (Stuttgart, 1991), pp. 103-30; Joel 
Feinberg, Die Rechte der Tiere und zUkiinftiger Generationen, in idem., 
pp. 140-79. 


16. Klaus M. Meyer-Abich, Wege zum Frieden mit der Natur. Praktische 
Naturphilosophie fUr die Umweltpolitik (Munich, 1984); Michel Serres, 
The Natural Contract, trans. E. MacArthur and W. Paulson (Ann Arbor, 
1995). 


17. Cf. the essay cited in n. 5 above. 
18. Gunter Altner, Naturvergessenheit. Grundlagen einer umfassenden Bioethik 


(Darmstadt, 1991). 
19. In any case, Basic Law, Article 20a prudently refers only to legal 


measures, not to concrete ones. 
20. Gernot Bohme, 'Die Reproduktion von Natur als gesellschaftliche 


Aufgabe', in Gernot Bohme and Engelbert Schramm (eds), Soziale 
Naturwissenschaft. Wege zu einer Erweiterung der Okologie (Frankfurt am 
Main, 1985), pp. 93-107. 


21. It would not be enough to say in Article 20a: 'the state protects and 
develops the natural foundations of life' since the latter need in some 
cases to be completely restored. Cf. my article 'Die Natur herstellen. 
Der Zustand unserer natiirlichen Lebensbedingungen als unser ge
schichtlicher Ort', Frankfurter Rundschau, 5 August 1995. 


22. In the essay 'Die Konsitution der Natur durch Arbeit', in Bohme and 
Schramm (eds), Soziale Naturwissenschaft, pp. 43-62. 


23. Hans Immler, 'Die Natur ins wirtschaftliche Recht setzen. Argumente 
fur eine okologische Okonomie', in Schneider and Karrer (eds), Die 
Natur ins Recht setzen, pp. 73-85. 


24. Reprinted in Arthur J. Brock, Greek Medicine (London and Toronto, 
1972), p. 35. 
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26. Strafgesetzbuch (Munich, 1994) (Beck-Texte im dtv), Introduction, 
p. XXVII. 
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27. Michael Piazolo, Das Recht aUf Abtreibung als Teilaspekt des Right of 
Privacy (Frankfurt am Main, 1982). 


28. Translated from 'Reform des §218. Aus der offentlichen Anhorung 
des Sonderausschusses fur die Strafrechtsreform des Deutschen Bun
destages', Zur Sache 6/72 (Deutscher Bundestag: Presse- und Infor
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Argumente zum Schutz des werdenden Lebens', in Jurgen Baumann 
(ed.), Das Verbot des §218 (Darmstadt, 1972), p. 92. 
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32. Some are reproduced in Hans-Martin Sass (ed.), Medizin und Ethik 
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33. Hermann Schmid, 'Gentherapie aus juristischer Sicht - schweizerische 


und internationale Tendenzen', in Christoph Rehmann-Sutter and 
Hansjakob Muller (eds), Ethik und Gentherapie. Zum praktischen Diskurs 
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